.Isael seizes *PNA espionage equipment* 


AVI V (R) brael said on Friday it had seized espionage 

^Oajuipmciit intended for the Palestinian National Authority 
#*V s >NA). Israel cusiohb authority spokeswoman Idit Lev-Zerahia 
I > »ofiniwd a report in the Yedioth Ahronot daily that said customs 
^JU|o® cia f a, . Tel Ben-Gurio airpon found the equipment on 
JWfTlfllliuraday in the luggage of an "American youth." It gave no 
1 | ^ farther description of the youth. Yediot said the equipment 
included scramblers, surveillance equipment, miniature cameras 
. .. snd recorders, listening devices, microphones and devices to 
• Sere* “bugs- IninaJ investigations revealed the equipment was 
> intended for Fafesciman preventive security head Jibril Raioub in 
t the Jericho self-rule enclave, the newspaper said. “It’s true " Ms 
‘ C Lev-Zerahia said when asked to comment on the report Bui 
Z i ,. t 'Colonel Rajoub told Reuters: “I don't know anything about any of 
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Mubarak invites Yemen, Erhiean leaders to meet 

PARIS (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on Friday 
invited his Eritrean and Yemeni counterparts to hold a summit to 
try to settle a conflict over a chain of strategic Red Sea islands. Mr. 
Mubarak, whose country is mediating in the dispute over the 
Hanish archipelago, met Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh in 
Paris and said: “if the wo president meet, l am convinced they can 
reach an equitabfe solution." The two leaders were in Paris after 
attending ceremonies commemorating former French President 
Francois Mitterrand, who was buried on Thursday. Mr. Saleh said 
he would work “to contain the tension and prevent the conflict 
from festering." He added that Yemen was using all diplomatic 
means, including mediation by Egypt, France and U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, to try to settle the dispute. It reached crisis 
point on Dec. 18, when Eritrea seized the island of Hanish A! 
Kabir, which guards the Bab Al Mandeb straits at the southern 
mouth of the Red Sea. Yemen has said it is determined to regain 
the island but has ruled out using force for the moment. 
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lore to hold talks 
it Egypt, Israel 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
ice President AI Gore will 
- jld separate talks next week 
ith Egyptian President Hos- 
Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
linister Shimon Peres, it was 
mounced on Friday. Mr. 
ore is scheduled to leave for 
airo on Sunday for talks 
ith Mr. Mubarak the next 
ty. He meets with Mr. Peres 
i Tuesday and returns to 
'ashington on Wednesday. 


■ irafat updates Ben Ali 
^Palestinian situation 

UNIS (AFP) — Palestinian 
:ader Yasser Arafat held 
ilks here Friday with Tuni- 
an President Zine AI Abi- 
ine Ben Ali to update him 
n the “latest developments” 
i the Palestinian situation, 
facials said. Mr. Arafat, 
uoted by the Tunisian agen- 
y TAP, said they had talked 
bout historic Palestinian 
lections to be held on Jan. 

0 as well as the “difficulties 
ncountered." The Palesri- 
ians would open negotia- 
ons with Israel in May on 
ie “fundamental" issue of 
srusalem as well as Palesti- 
ian refugees. Jewish settlers 
nd water-sharing. Mr. Ara- 

■ it told Ben Ali. The Palesti- 
ian leader also paid tribute 

1 the “constant assistance" 
Provided by Tunisia to the 
alestinians, and welcomed 
s help in setting up Palesti- 
ian institutions in tne auton- 
mous territories in the Gaza 
trip and West Bank. Mr. 
irafat later left for the Gaza 
trip. 

emen to sign peace with 
iraef after Syria accord 

ANAA (AFP) — Yemen is 
ady to sign a peace deal 
ith Israel after the Jewish 
ate concludes an accord 
ith Syria, a senior Yemeni 
fficial said Friday. “The fu- 
ire of the Middle East re- 
uses a new vision, which 
ill come to fruition when 
yria signs an accord with 
.rael," the official, speaking 
n condition of anonymity, 
lid. “Yemen is in favour of a 
.jmprehensive peace indud- 
ig trade links," he added. 

; lying his country above all 
anted to implement policies 
sat would develop its eco- 
omy. Israeli Prime Minister 
himon Peres said he had 
riefly met Yemen's Presi- j 
ent Ali Abdullah Saleh at a | 
inch in Paris on Thursday. ; 
here both leaders attended 
requiem mass for former 
resident Francois Miner- 
rnd. “He told me that when 
e achieve peace with the 
yrians, he believed Yemen 
light follow in the same 
irection,” Mr. Peres said, 
emen denied the two lead- 
's had met (see page 2) 


3rael invites 
gypt’s Muslim and 
•optic leaders to 
erusalem 

AMANHUR. Egypr 
AFP) — Israel has invited 
e head of Egypt's Muslims 
td the patriarch of the 
hrisrian Coptic Church to 
sit occupied Jerusalem, 
raeli Religious Affairs 
linister Shimon Sherreet 
-id Friday. He said during a 
sit to Eg\pt he had invited 
gypt’s mufti. Sheikh 
lohammad Syed Tantani. 
id Pope Shenouda III to 
sit the Holy City. Sheikh 
antawi replied that “when 
J receives a formal invita- 
an he will consider it.” 
hile Pope Shenouda III said 
’ "hopes one day to visit 
! nisalem,” the Israeli minis- 
r said during a pilgrimage 
1 the tomb of Rabbi Vaacov 
bu Hatzira in Damanhur. 
Jrrhem Egypt. Mr. Shetreet 
he had raised rhe issue of 
■e Deir Sultan Monastery in 
: nisalem with Pope She- 
>uda HI who has accused 
rael of giving it away in 
to the Ethiopian church, 
hen it belonged to the 
Bypiian Copts. "We are 
ay reluctant to intervene in 
ns dispute and it is almost 24 
^ that the matter has 
Ce n pending.” he said. "We 
a Pe that one day they will sit 
^iher and propose* a solu- 
00 ■ Any solution they will 
^pose to us. we will agree.” 


Military experts to 
join Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks Jan.24 


I DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria are to resume 
peace talks later this month 
with military experts joining 
in. U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said Fri- 
day after lengthy talks with 
President Hafez Al Assad. 

Mr. Christopher won the 
go-ahead for one of his main 
objectives in the talks with 
President Assad — to bring 
in military experts to the 
negotiations as demanded by 
Israel. 

He told a news conference 
they would be “senior milit- 
ary officials, below the chief- 
of-staff level, experts who 
have the confidence of their 
two leaders." 

Both countries agreed the 
talks “could be expanded by 
appropriate experts as neces- 
sary to make them the most 
effective," he said. 

Mr. Assad’s spokesman 
said the negotiations would 
be held at Wye Plantation, 
where they resumed last 
month after a six-month 
stalemate when Israeli and 
Syrian chiefs-of-staff failed in 
June to agree on security 
arrangements. 

A senior U.S. official said 
the talks would be held in two 
rounds starting Jan. 24. The 


first round will last three 
days, before a short recess 
and further talks resuming 
Jan. 29 for a few more days. 

After the discussions Mr. 
Christopher is to set travel 
back to the Middle East, 
Syrian and U.S. officials said. 

From there on Syrian and 
Israeli negotiators are ex- 
pected to take it one step at a 
time and in later stages more 
experts, such as economy and 
water specialists, could be 
asked to join the discussinos, 
a U.S. official hinted. 

“There will be a follow-up 
in as many areas as we can," 
he said. 

“But at this point we con- 
cluded there was no need to 
expand the group in other 
areas.” 

Syrian presidential spokes- 
man Joubran Kourieh con- 
firmed that agreement was 
reached on the resumption of 
talks on Jan. 24. 

Mr. Kourieh said: “A 
military expert from each 
side would join the delega- 
tions to help discussion of 
security arrangements.” 

Mr. Christopher, who be- 
gan his 16th peace shuttle to 
the region in Israel on 
Wednesday, said of his talks 
with Mr. Assad and Israeli 


Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres: “We have established 
a new and effective mechan- 
ism for negotiations and for 
accelerated progress.” 

Mr. Assad and Mr. Peres 
“see that an agreement be- 
tween their countries will re- 
sult in a widening of the circle 
of peace." 

He cautioned “there is 
much hard work to be done 
(but) both Peres and Assad 
are determined to see that 
the work is completed." 

Mr. Christopher went into 
the meeting with Mr. Assad 
wanting to know his “reac- 
tions and ideas on how to 
move this peace process for- 
ward, what format, what 
pace, when and who should 
be in the (negotiations) 
room," his spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said. 

As he had prepared for the 
meeting prospects for prog- 
ress had seemed gloomy. 

Mr. Peres told members of 
his Labour Party that Israel’s 
general elections planned for 
Oct. 29 could be brought 
forward to June 4 if there was 
no breakthrough with Syria, 
underlining the urgency for 
progress. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Hamas stages rally for Ayash, 
demands return of its weapons 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
More than 20,000 people ral- 
lied here Friday to glorify 
Hamas bomb-maker Yahva 
Ayash a week after his mur- 
der, as the group urged 
Palestinian authorities to re- 
turn its guns as defence 
against Israel. 

"Vengeance will come 
soon." warned banners in 
Hebrew. "Israel, prepare 
yourself for a new type of war 
with Hamas." 

Six masked militants of the 
Hamas underground wing. 
Izzeddin Al Qassam, fired 
Kalashnikovs and M-16 rifles 
into the air, drawing applause 
from the crowd gathered in a 
football stadium. 

Israel has welcomed the 
killing of Ayash, its most 
wanted man, without directly 
admitting responsibility. 
Known as the “engineer," he 
was held responsible for the 
deaths of at least 45 Israelis in 
a series of bombings. 


Bahraini 

gathering 

dispersed 


AL QAFOOL, Bahrain (R.) 
— Bahrain security forces on 
Friday fired tear-gas and rub- 
ber bullets to disperse some 
100 young youths trying to 
gather inside a Shi'ite Muslim 
mosque which was sealed off 
after noon prayers, witnesses 
said. 

Additional security troops 
in full riot gear were later 
rushed to the area, five 
kilometres west of the capital 
Manama. They were seen 
chasing the youths down 
streets clogged by a traffic 
jam. 

Shots were heard and wit- 
nesses said security forces 
were using rubber bullets. It 
was not known if anyone was 
wounded. 

TTie clashes erupted about 
four hours after noon prayers 
which were incident-free. 
Earlier on Friday. Muslim 
Shi’ite and Sunni mosques in 
Bahrain held the well- 
atiended weekly prayers and 
no dashes were reported. 

But witnesses later said 
police had sealed off Sadiq 
Mosque in A! Qafool after 

(Continued on page 7) 


Men and women, segre- 
gated at different ends of AI 
Yarmouk stadium, also car- 
ried banners that read: “The 
blood of Yahya Ayash will be 
a curse on the heads of the 
Jews.” 

Demonstrators burnt 
Israeli flags to cries of AUahu 
Akbar. many of them pledg- 
ing their lives for holy war. 

One of the armed militant 
warned that Ayash had his 
pupils who would exact re- 
venge on Israel. “It’s true 
that you killed the engineer, 
but he left behind him a 
whole class of engineers," he 
said. 

Thousands of posters of 
Ayash, one of the guerrilla 
chiefs of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas), 
were distributed to the 
crowd. 

T-shirts with his photo 
were on sale, at six shekels 
($2) each, and young Hamas 
members put on shows of 


karate exercises, one of them 
fracturing a leg in the pro- 
cess. 

Mahmoud Zahar, a senior 
Hamas official, called for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) to return confis- 
cated weapons of Hamas 
members for them to defend 
themselves. 

“We are not allowing any- 
thing to get established here 
unless our prisoners are re- 
leased and our weapons re^ 
turned so that we can protect 
ourselves," Dr. Zahar told 
journalists. 

Dr. Zahar urged the PNA 
to be “much more serious 
with collaborators of Israel” 
and to confiscate the prop- 
erties of Kamal Hamad, who 
is accused of passing on the 
booby-trapped mobile phone 
which blew off Ayash’s head 
on Jan. 5. 

The confiscated properties 
(Continued on page 7) 


Young Egyptian Brothers 
plan own political party 


CAIRO (AFP) — Young 
members of the outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood have 
applied to set up a new poli- 
tical party to bridge the gap 
berween armed militants and 
the state, one of the founders 
said Friday. 

It is the first time since the 
movement was set up in 1929 
that any of its members have 
decided to create their own 
political party. 

"Although our actions 
stem from the orientation of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, our 
party is mainly formed of 
young people, is independant 
3nd has no political ties.” 
with the movement. Salah 
Abdul Maqsoud. told AFP. 
He said it would be called the 
Centre Party. 

The Brotherhood is led by 
a dozen leading personalities 
over the age of 70. 

"Among the 74 founders 
who asked to be allowed to 
set up the party ... there are 
lawyers, engineers and pro- 
fessors from (Islamic) univer- 
sities as well as two Christ- 
ians." Mr. Abdul Maqsoud 
said. 

He added thar 100 leading 
Coptic Christians had also 
said they would join the party 
once Egyptian authorities 
give it the go-ahead. 

The government commit- 


tee in charge of such applica- 
tions has turned down several 
requests in recent years 
saying the political program- 
mes put forward did “not 
differ from the 14 parties" 
which already exist. 

It will rule on the young 
Muslim Brotherhood mem- 
bers application within two 
months. 

Mr. Abdul Maqsoud said 
the centre party would main- 
ly call for “national dialogue 
between the various groups 
within political society who 
could reach an understand- 
ing” with the armed militant 
factions. 

The Brotherhood, which 
used to be tolerated because 
of its non-violent stand, was 
accused in the spring of 1994 
of backing a militant cam- 
paign to topple the govern- 
ment of President Hosni 
Mubarak. More than 940 
have died since the campaign 
was launched in March 1992. 

About 60 Brotherhood 
members ran in elections at 
the end of last year which saw 
Mr. Mubarak National 
Democratic Party returned 
with a landslide victory, amid 
cries of fraud and vote- 
rigging from the opposition. 

The only successful 
Brotherhood contender was 
Ali Fath Al Bab. i 




A Palestinian bows for Friday 
posters for various candidates 
(Reuter photo) 


pravers outside his Bethlehem shop which is covered with election campaign 
in the Jan.20 elections to a self-rule council for the West Bank and Ga 2 a Stop 


Monitors criticise Palestinian election 
campaign, say PNA media favour Fateh 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Groups monitoring 
next week's Palestinian elec- 
tions in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip reported several 
problems on Friday, includ- 
ing less access to the media 
for candidates opposing 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

' But Palestinian analysts 
said the real problem in the 
run-up to the Jan. 20 poll was 
that candidates were running 
on similar platforms, making 
the contest boring. 

Media watchdog Reporters 
Without Borders said the 
Voice of Palestine radio and 
Palestine TV were giving 
more coverage to candidates 
from Mr. Arafat’s Fateh 
movement than to those from 
the other 17 compering poli- 
tical groups. 

Mr. Arafat also got more 

Clinton 
hits 1996 
campaign 
trail in 
Nashville 

NASHVILLE. Tennessee ! 
(AFP) — President Bill Clin- 
ton hit the campaign trail 
Friday here in the capital of 
country- western music, mak- 
ing a case for sending Amer- 
ican troops to Bosnia in his 
first political trip of 1996. 

“Bosnia is a country that is 
so closely tied to others that if 
that war were to spread it 
could cause many Americans 
and many other people 
around the world... to lose 
their lives." the president 
told workers here. 

The president paid tribute 
to three of the workers at the 
Peterbilt truck plant who had 
been pulled off the assembly 
line to serve in the Balkans 
peacekeeping mission. 

“All Americans should be 
proud of what they are 
doing," Mr. Clinton said of 
the 20,000 U.S. troops who 
are to take part in the 60,000- 
member NATO-led opera- 
tion in Bosnia (see page 12). 

Many blue-collar workers 
here in the land of the 
“Grand 01’ Opry" are likely 
to be more concerned with 
whether the budget battles in 
Washington will ultimately 
spell tax relief. 

But set to visit the troops 
this weekend. Mr. Clinton 
devoted much of his remarks 
to the subject, warning 
against the isolationist forces 
in Washington — where the 
Republican-led Congress has 

(Continued on page 3) 


air time than Samiha Khali la, 
his only challenger for the 
post of president of a Palesti- 
nian executive branch of an 
88-member legislative coun- 
cil, the group said. 

The council will run 
Palestinian affairs in self-rule 
areas in the West Bank and 
Gaza under the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accord signed 
in September. Some one mil- 
lion Palestinians are eligible 
to vote in 16 electoral dis- 
tricts, including Israeli- 
occupied East Jerusalem. 

"At the end of the official 
campaign's first week, the 
imbalance between Fateh 
and other- parties on one 
hand, and Mr. Arafat and 
Mrs. Khalil on the other re- 
mains very pronounced in the 
Palestinian public radio and 
TV," the media group said in 


a statement. 

Opinion polls show Mr. 
Arafat and his Fateh list far 
ahead of other factions in the 
first such elections in Palesti- 
nian history. 

An Israeli group accredited 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) to monitor 
the .elections said it had 
"heard repeated claims over 
the past two weeks regarding 
bribes in the form of jobs’’ to 
coax candidates to withdraw 
in favour of Fateh members. 

The group. Peace Watch, 
said several former candi- 
dates were now employed in 
senior positions in ministries 
of the PNA. 

Wafa Abdul Rahman of 
the Gaza office of the 
Washington-based National 
Democratic Institute, also 
observing the elections, said 
it had received no complaints 


of any serious violations. 

"There are small viola- 
tions. There is nothing se- 
rious that could affect the 
results of the elections.” she 
told Reuters. 

For example, candidates in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have plastered walls 
with election posters, ignor- 
ing regulations to use only 
specified billboards. 

“We have ■ received com- 
plaints that campaign work- 
ers for one candidate were 
pasting their advertisements 
over other candidates," said 
Ms. Abdul Rahman. 

“We have some report? 
that candidates are offering 
bribes to voters. But we have 
not received any com- 
plaints," she said. 

The Voice of Palestine 

(Continued on page 7) 


Chechens free some hostages, 
but no sign of end to stand-off 


OUTSIDE PERVOMAIS- 
KAYA, Russia (Agencies) 
— Chechen guerrillas freed 
some women and children in 
Dagestan on Friday, a police 
chief said, but at least 187 
other hostages were still cap- 
tive and an armed stand-off 
continued. 

Ali Aliyev, police chief in 
the regional centre of Kba- 
savyurt, said 17 women and 
five children were let go, but 
he did not say if this was done 
as part of a deal, or uncon- 
ditionally. 

Other reports on Russian 
television said that less than 
half a dozen women or chil- 
dren had been handed over, 
and that there had been last- 
minute hitches in the hand- 
over. 

Interfax news agency 
quoted Dagestani police as 
saying that the Chechen re- 
bels still held 150 civilian men 
and 37 police officers prison- 
er in the village of Pervomais- 
kaya. 

General Alexander 
Mikhailov, a spokesman for 
Russian troops encircling the 
village, said the Chechens 
had freed four women, three 
children and a teenager. 
Journalists outside the village 
did not see the hostages but 
Gen. Mikhailov &id they had 
been taken to - a military 
.checkpoint. 

"We want to get the rest of 
the hostages released and do 
not want any information to 
come out that would hinder 
this," Mr. Mikhailov told 
correspondents outside Per- 
vomayskaya. 

The rebels are demanding 
the right to cross back into 
Chechenya and have asked to 
be accompanied by promin- 


ent Russian parliamenta- 
rians, journalists and repre- 
sentatives of humanitarian 
agencies. 

Russian authorities were 
demanding that all the hos- 
tages be released at once. 

Pervomaiskaya was sur- 
rounded by a large force of 
Russian tanks, armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, heavy artil- 
lery and commandos. 

Landmines were placed in 
the buses, where the male 
captives were held, to act as a 
deterrent against Russian 
forces opening fire, Dages- 
tan’s interior ministry was 
quoted as saying by ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

ITAR-TASS said the 
mined buses were placed as 
shields in front of the village 
school and mosque, where 
some women ana child hos- 
tages were still being held. 

The hostage crisis began 
dramatically on Tuesday 
when the Chechen guerrillas, 
who are fighting for inde- 
pendence from Russia, burst 
into the Dagestani town of 
Kizlyar, attacked a Russian 
air base, then took 2,000 
people hostage in a hospital 
and demanded a Russian 
pull-out from Chechenya. 

Local Dagestani author- 
ities got the Chechens to free 
all but 160 hostages on 
Wednesday. The guerrillas 
then set off for Chechenya, 
where they planned to free 
the rest of their captives and 
escape. 

However, the Russian 
military, embarrassed by the 
raid on Kizlyar, was ordered 
to block the convoy, resulting 
in the stand-off. 

A Dagestani government 
spokesman criticised the Rus- 


sian military for “torpe- 
doing" the earlier agreement, 
Interfax news agency said. 

Guerrilla leader Salman 
Raduyev, bearded and wear- 
ing a green Islamic head- 
band, promised on television 
to fight "to the last bullet" if 
his men were attacked. 

Dzokhar Dudayev, the top 
leader of the Chechen inde- 
pendence movement, said in 
an interview with Voice of 
America radio that the main 
aim of the guerrillas had been 
to attack the helicopter base 
in Kizlyar. 

"Taking hostages hap- 
pened due to the circumst- 
ances," he said. 

Meanwhile, two liberal 
Russian leaders, Grigory 
Yavlinsky and Yegor Gaidar, 
offered themselves as re- 
placement hostages, Russian 
news agencies reported. 

Mr. Raduyev has deman- 
ded that liberal leaders 
accompany his group back 
into Chechenya, but this is 
unlikely to be agreed to by 
the Russian authorities. 

The hostage taking has ex- 
acerbated ethnic tensions in 
the patchwork northern Cau- 
casus region. 

Cossack groups have called 
on armed action against 
Chechens, and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said it was 
worried there might be re- 
prisals against Chechen war 
refugees. 

UNHCR spokesman Ron 
Redmond said: “We are con- 
cerned about the hostage 
situation. This incident could 
have major impact on public 

. (Continued on p«gy 7 ) 
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France ready to 
help guarantee 
Israel-Syria deal 


PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac express- 
ed willingness on Thursday to 
help guarantee peace be- 
tween Israel. Syria and Leba- 
non. his spokeswoman said. 

Catherine Colonna said 
Mr. Chirac had told Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
that “France is ready, if the 
request is made by all parries, 
to participate in a guarantee 
of security rhat could be de- 
cided.'* 

However, she said the 
question of sending French 
troops was not specifically 
raised at the meeting after 
Mr. Peres joined world lead- 
ers at a memorial for former 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

Mr. Peres, asked if France 
was ready to send troops to 
the Golan Heights after an 
Israeli withdrawal, told re- 
porters: “The French presi- 
dent said if it would be neces- 
sary, France would be pre- 
pared to participate with a 
guarantee of security." 

He said the nature of the 
guarantee had nor been dis- 
cussed but. in response to 
another question, suggested 
Mr Chirac had expressed 
readiness to send troops to 
both Syria and Lebanon. 

Israel and Syria are con- 
ducting talks with U.S. 
mediation on a peace agree- 
ment under which the Jewish 
state would withdraw from 
the Golan Heights. Washing- 
ton has offered to send troops 
to guarantee the peace. 

Mr. Peres, said the talks 
with Syria had made “quite a 
good beginning” but “rime is 
short and the problems are 
many.” 

The Israeli leader also said 
he had a brief first meeting 


with Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh during a 
lunch at Mr. Chirac's Elysee 
Palace after they attended 
the Mitterrand memorial. 

“He (Saleh) said that at the 
moment we sign a peace 
agreement with the, Syrians, 
he believes that Yemen may 
follow in the same direction ,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres said he hoped 
the bilateral talks with Syria 
could be transformed over- 
time into regional negotia- 
tions involving Lebanon and 
eventually all of Israel's 
neighbours. 

“In principle, we believe it 
is necessary to convert the 
negotiations with Syria into 
regional negotiations — that 
is to say. with Syria and 
Lebanon,” he said. 

Yemen denied that a meet- 
ing took place in Paris be- 
tween President Saleh and 
Mr. Peres. 

The official SABA news 
agency quoted an official 
source accompanying Mr. 
Saleh as saying “news that 
circulated today (Thursday) 
that an official meeting was 
held today between President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
Israeli Premier Shimon Peres 
was baseless.” 

"There is no kind of offi- 
cial or other contacts be- 
tween officials from the Re- 
public of Yemen and Israel.'* 
he added. 

The Yemeni source noted 
that Mr. Saleh and Mr. Peres 
were among heads of state 
and leaders attending the 
Funeral Mitterrand "and 
their presence together at the 
same place does not mean in 
any way that an official meet- 
ing has taken place.” 


Iran accuses U.S. 
of splitting Asia 


BOMBAY (R)~ — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati accused the United 
States on Friday of keeping 
Asia divided and said Asian 
countries should rally 
together on the economic 
front and bury their quarrels. 

Goser economic coopera- 
tion could help draw the con- 
tinent together, solve old dis- 
putes and dampen new ten- 
sions." Mr. Velayati said at 
the start of a three-day visit 
to India. 

"Economic cooperation 
and partnership will reduce 
tensions and... give rise to 
persistent stability and tran- 
quility." he told the Confed- 
eration of Indian industry in 
Bombay. 

He accused the U.S. of 
trying to keep Asians di- 
vided. "This is the policy of 
the U.S. to make difficulties 
for the countries in this re- 
gion... they have tried to 
deepen the differences and 
rift between countries." he 
said. 

He condemned recent 
moves by the U.S. Congress 
to allocate up to $20 million 
for covert action against Iran, 
which he said infringed inter- 
national law. and he vowed 
to defeat .them. 

"What the Americans are 
trying to do is against interna- 
tional law.” Mr. Velayati told 
reporters. 

"This policy will fail and be 
totally defeated," 

India's relations with 
Pakistan, troubled by arm* 
sales by the U.S. and always 
prickly because of the twe 
nations' dispute over Kash- 


mir, could be helped By eco- 
nomic cooperation, he said. 

“We have always 'been 
against any kind of militarisa- 
tion of this sensitive region.” 
Mr. Velayati said. 

“If we want to strengthen 
peaceful relations between 
India and Pakistan, apart 
from solving the traditional 
difficulties, we must help de- 
velop the positive points." 
Mr. Velayati said. 

He said he expected a gas 
pipeline being planned from 
southern Iran via Pakistan to 
India would help bring 
smoother relations between 
India and Pakistan. 

He hoped the two would 
peacefully solve their differ- 
ences in the near future, not 
only as part of the South 
Asian Association for . Re- 
gional Cooperation, but with- 
in a larger regional grouping. 

“If they have economic 
cooperation, certainly the fu- 
ture of relations between 
these two countries will be 
more promising." 

Regional economic group- 
ings were a key feature~of the 
post-cold war era. Mr. 
Velayati said, noting that 
Iran had initiated rwo pro- 
jects for multilateral coopera- 
tion in its own region. 

“One of these has been the 
expansion of the economic 
cooperation organisation — 
formerly consisting of Iran. 
Pakistan and Turkey — to 
include all Central Asian 
countries." 

A second initiative was the 
formation of the Caspian Sea 
Organisation," Mr. Velayati 
said. 


News 


U.S. plans to Cyprus solutions are in limbo 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
U.S. peace initiative to re- 
concile Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots on Cyprus has run 
into snags over leadership un- 
certainties in Greece and 
Turkey, a U.S. official said 
Thursday. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke last 
month said he planned to 
travel to Cyprus, Turkey and 
Greece in January to seek a 
settlement to the decades-old 
territorial dispute. 

But a State Department official 
said Thursday a visit to Cyp- 
rus by Holbrooke, who bro- 
kered a peace accord for Bos- 
nia in November, has not 
been scheduled for this 
month. 

"There are a lot of factors 
that make it in determinate 
right now,” the official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said. 

“It has not been deter- 
mined when he is going to 
go.” he added. 

The official cited ongoing 
efforts by Turkish Prime 
Minister-designate Necmet- 


tin Erbakan to form a coali- 
tion government following 
his appointment Tuesday, 
and the poor health of 
Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou. 

The Holbrooke trip was 
regarded as a high-profile 
mission that could resolve a 
dispute that has eluded inter- 
national efforts for decades. 

But the official cautioned 
that the trip was conditional 
on the administration's 
assessment that a visit by the 
envoy to the island would 
yield results. 

“He would go if there were 
some indication that by his 
going, the whole process 
might be moved forward,” he 
said. 

Mr. Holbrooke, who 
announced last month he will 
be leaving the State Depart- 
ment in February, said the 
United States was deter- 
mined to make 1996 “the 
year of the big push on Cyp- 
rus." 

The United States has been 
pressing for a final settlement 
in Cyprus as part of a di- 


plomatic bid to defuse ten- 
sions between Turkey and 
Greece, who have yet to nor- 
malise relations. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkey sent 
troops to seize the northern 
third of the Mediterranean 
island following a coup in 
Nicosia backed by a military 
junta then ruling Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriots set 
up their own state in 1983 but 
it is recognised only by Ank- 
ara. 

President Bill Ginton told 
former Turkish Prime Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller in April that 
the United States would “be 
active in the search for a 
bi-communal federation in 
Cyprus in the next few 
years." 

That plan would provide 
for a Turkish withdrawal 
from the north and the estab- 
lishment of a single state with 
representation for both 
ethnic groups. 

The U.S. administration 
effort to reunify Cyprus en- 
joys wide support in Con- 
gress where the House of 


Representatives in Septem- 
ber overwhelmingly adopted 
a resolution supporting 
efforts towards a final settle- 
ment. 

Last month, the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee adopted a similar resolu- 
tion, clearing the way for a 
vote on the floor of the Sen- 
ate that would give the admi- 
nistration added support in 
pursuing the peace initiative. 

The U.S. push for Cyprus 
coincides with renewed in- 
terest in Europe toward the 
Cyprus problem with the 
European Union discussing 
plans to appoint a special 
envoy for tbe region. 

U.S. Ambassador to Cyp- 
rus Richard Boucher 
travelled to Washington last 
week to brief the State De- 
partment on the situation in 
the Mediterranean, a di- 
plomatic source said. 

“There is some speculation 
that he (Holbrooke) may 
make the trip in early Febru- 
ary but nobody knows,” he 
said. 


Aid agencies warn against 
Somaliland currency move 


NAIROBI (R) — Aid agen- 
cies working in troubled 
northwestern Somalia 
warned on Friday that if a 
proposed currency law was 
passed it might be impossible 
for them to keep operating. 

The Somali Aid Coordina- 
tion Body (SACB), grouping 
agencies operating in Soma- 
lia, said in a statement in 
Nairobi it was gravely con- 
cerned about “the severe 
negative repercussions” of 
the law. 

The row is the result of 
steps taken by the adminis- 
tration of President Moham- 
mad Ibrahim Egal of the self- 
declared, but internationally 
unrecognised, republic of 
Somaliland to increase its re- 
venues while it is locked in a 
long war with dan rebels. 

Under the draft law, aid 
agencies would have to 
change all dollars into new 
Somaliland shillings at a rate 
of 80 shillings to the dollar, 
one-fifth of the current rate 
to'the' Somali shilling.'*' ' 

Aid officials' said Mr.'Egal 
had noryet signed the curren- 
cy law but if he did in its 
present form many, and 
perhaps all, agencies could 
no longer afford to work in 
northwest Somalia. 

“The SACB draws the 
attention of the relevant au- 
thorities to tbe fact that, 
should such measures be in- 
troduced in their present or 
similar form, they would 
make it extremely difficult, if 
not impossible for the inter- 
national aid community to 
continue their operations in 
the north west," the SACB 
said. 

Mr. Egal was not im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. 

A British aid agency pulled 
out of Somaliland on Thurs- 
day while Mr. Egal's author- 
ities announced a victory 
over rebels there and their- 
clan fighting flared near the 
southern Somali port of Kis- 
mayu. 

Save the Children Fund 
(SCF) said its staff were leav- 
ing the Somaliland capital 
Hargeisa because of “oper- 
ational and security problems 
inside the country.” Officials 
said the decision to pull out 
was taken before the new 
currency problem arose. 

The British agency has 
operated in Somaliland since 
1991. 

The Somaliland govern- 
ment said on Thursday it had 
crushed an attack southeast 
of Hargeisa by opposition 
forces wearing the same uni- 
forms as faction leader 


Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
militia. 

Mr. Egal has been fighting 
an intermittent rebellion by 
rival clan militiamen allied 
with General Aideed since 
November 1994 but has failed 
to subdue it despite repeated 
public vows to do so. 

Somaliland broke away 
from the rest of Somalia in 
1991. 

It covers the area of the 
former British Somaliland 
protectorate, which joined 
with the former Italian- 
administered Somalia when 
the whole country received 
independence in 1960. 

15 killed in fighting 


At least 15 people have 
been killed and many others 
wounded in new fighting in 
Kismayo, a faction radio said 
Friday. 

Thursday's fighting, be- 
tween militiamen loyal to the 
region's military strongman. 
General Mohammad Said 
Hirsi Morgan, and those of 
the Urjited Somali Congress/ 
Somali National Alliance 
(USC/SNA) faction of Os- 
man Hassan Ali Ato, occur- 
red at Yontoy and Gobwein, 
18 kilometres north of Kis- 
mayo, Mr. Atto’s Radio 
South Mogadishu said. 

Quoting a USC/SNA fac- 
tion spokesman, the radio 
said Gen. Morgan's forces 
had launched a massive 
attack against Mr. Atto’s 
militia defence lines, but the 
attack was repulsed after a 
fierce three-hour battle. 

The radio accused Gen. 
Morgan’s supporters of indis- 
criminately massacring civi- 
lians in the two villages be- 
fore they were expelled by 
supporters of Mr. Atto, a 
one-time financier-turned 
bitter political rival of Gen. 
Aideed, who heads the main 
faction in the USC/SNA. 

' Gen. Morgan's faction has 
declined to comment on the 
fighting in the Lower Jubba 
Valley, although Mr. Ato’s 
radio said that the new de- 
velopment would not affect 
peace talks between the two 
sides scheduled to be held in 
Kismayo on Jan. 17. 

Gen. Morgan's militiamen 
captured Yontoy two days 
ago from Gen. Aideed's mili- 
tia supporters who occupied 
it several months ago during 
a battle that left at least five 
people dead and several 
wounded on Wednesday. 

As a result of the new 
fighting, 300 families have 
fled Yontoy and Gobwein 


4 on trial in Switzerland 
in Iraq ’supergun’ case 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
The trial begins Monday 
of four leading Swiss 
businessmen charged with 
helping Iraq build what 
was to be the biggest can- 
non in history. 

The trial, which is ex- 
pected to last from four to 
six weeks, is part of the 
much mediatied “super- 
cun” affair in which a naif 
dozen European countries 
were caught up at the 
beginning of tbe decade. 

At tbe time Iraq was 
reported to be importing 
parts from all over the 
world to build a huge can- 
non with a range of be- 
tween 700 and 1 ,000 
kilometres capable of hit- 
ting targets throughout 
the Middle East including 
Israel. 

The project, code- 
named Babylon by the 
Iraqis, had been initiated 
about 10 years earlier dur- 
ing the war between Iran 
and Iraq. It was aban- 
doned in October 1991 
after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The four facing trial in 
Lausanne are three direc- 
tors of Von Roll, Switzer- 
land's biggest steel group 
and the director of the 
trading company Uldry 
who allegedly acted as 
their intermediary with 
Iraq. 

Tne detailed charge list 
will be made' public only 
when the trial opens but 
public prosecutor has not- 
ably accused the four of 
violating legislation on the 
export of war material. 

This law of 1972 bans 
the manufacture and sale 
of such materia] without 
permission from the gov- 
ernment and calls for 
sanctions against com- 
panies providing false in- 
formation to secure offi- 
cial permission for sucb 
trade. 

Von Roll claims the Ira- 
qis deceived it about the 
ultimate purpose of the 
hydraulic cylinders 
ordered from the firm. 
The order received from 
the Iraqi Ministry of In- 
dustry said the parts were 
to be used to build forging 
presses. 

Tbe “supergun” affair 
came to light when 131 
tonnes of parts of gigantic 
proportions were seized in 
Switzerland and Germany 


in May 1990. shortly be- 
fore Iraqi forces invaded 
and occupied Kuwait the 
following August. 

Deliveries from Von 
Roll had been spaced out 
from 1988 to 1990 for a 
total value of 10 million 
Swiss francs or more than 
$8 million. 

The Swiss government 
in 1990 ordered an inves- 
tigation which has taken 
six years and culminates 
in the trial opening next 
week. 

The parts seized in 1990 
in Switzerland and Ger- 
many proved to be only a 
fraction of a project in- 
volving firms in several 
other European coun- 
tries. Iraq supposedly dis- 
seminated the orders 
among several countries 
to avoid giving away the 
exact nature of what . it 
was building. 

In April and May 1990, 
suspect materials were 
also seized in Britain, 
Greece, Turkey and Italy. 

A few months previous- 
ly. Canadian engineer 
Gerald Bull, who 
pioneered the supergun, 
had been murdered in 
Brussels. 

On Oct. 8, 1991, the 
leader of a delegation of 
United Nations ballistic 
experts, Douglas En- 
gl und. announced from 
Baghdad that Iraq had 
destroyed a cannon 
measuring 52.2 metres in 
length and 350 millimetres 
in diameter. 

Some experts challenge 
the “supergun" theory, 
saying the project was un- 
feasible. 

The argument has been 
taken up by Von Roll 
which argues that the 
parts supplied to Iraq 
were so big that a gun of 
this size could never have 
functioned. 

This made it “impossi- 
ble for those involved to 
recognise any possibility 
of military application” 
for the material on order, 
a Von Roll spokesman 
said. 

The four accused, who 
include the former 
director-general of Von 
Roll Heinz Freeh, face up 
to five years imprison- 
ment and a maximum fine 
of 500,000 Swiss francs 
(more than $400,000). 


Iraq publishes Libyan 
call to attack Jordan 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iracfs 
state-run newspapers pub- 
lished on Thursday a speech 
made by Libyan leader 
Muamraar Qadhafi in which 
be urged Iraqis to take up 
arms and attack Jordan. 

Baghdad newspapers car- 
ried Colonel Qadhfi's call to 
arms on their front pages, 
quoting the Libyan colonel as 
saying Jordan had turned it- 
self into ”a nest” where a 
conspiracy against Iraq was 
being batched. 

"Tbe Iraqi people have tbe 
right to attack Jordan and 
destroy this nest,” Col. 
Qadhafi was quoted as 
sayinfe. 

Tbe newspapers said his 
remarks were made in a 
speech commemorating a 
battle against the Italian 
occupation of Libya. 

Col. Qadhafi said the Ira- 

3 js should move against Jor- 
an and King Hussein with- 
out seeking the permission of 
their government. 

“The Iraqi people should 
bypass their government and 
army... Their duty is to grab 
machineguns, grenades and 
rifles and attack the nests 
conspiring against the unity 
of Iraq.” 

He accused King Hussein 
of trying to divide Iraq. Offi- 
cial Libyan news agency car- 
ried similar remarks made by 
tbe Libyan leader on Dec. 24. 

Col. Qadbafi's remarks 
were tbe first personal attack 
on King Hussein to appear in 
the official Iraqi press. 

“When the Jordanian ruler 
says that he has a right in Iraq 
he has to understand that... 
he got this right because his 
grandfather was an agent to 


the British,” Col. Qadhri 
was quoted asNCol. Qadhr 
has attacked Jordan for i 
1994 peace agreement wi 
'Israel and last Novemb 
made a speech saying he d 
trusted all Arab rulers. 71 
previous month, however, 1 
sent a message to Iraqi lead . 
Saddam Hussein congratuU 
ing him on his victory on 
referendum on his preside 

cy.- 

Publication of Col. Qadh 
fi’s belligerent remarks r 
fleet a deterioration hi ti 
between Iraq and Jordan. 

Last year Jordan gave p 
fuge to two key goverama 
defectors, both sons-in-law > . 
the Iraqi president. 

Iraq, after a long sileno 
reacted angrily this week 1 
Jordan's shift in policy. 

Iraqi Foreign Minist* 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Sab 
accused his Jor danian cow 
terpart, Abdul Karim / 
Kabariti, of attempts to inte 
fere in Iraq’s domesti 
affairs. 

Jordan has to import all f 
oil from Iraq, after Gn 
countries cot off their suj 
plies, and has so for bee 
Iraq's main gateway to fh 
outside world. 

Diplomats said Iraq, h 
economy devastated byu.N! 
sanctions, was trying to 
velop other outlets for h 
trade so it would not b 
completely isolated if Jorda 
closed its border. 

They said truck traffic be 
tween Iraq and Turkey ha 
boomed recently as controls oa ft 
Jordanian side of the bordei 
found that it was now ease 
for them to do business wit 
Ankara. 


Sweden under fire for 
expelling Kurd families 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) 
— The Swedish government 
and police, enforcing a tight- 
er immigration policy, came 
under fire on Friday for the 
expulsion of two Kurdish 
families to Turkey after a 
five-year battle to be allowed 
to stay in Sweden. 

. ■ A chartered plane carrying 
11 people — two adults' and 
nine children — - left northern 
Sweden on Friday morning 
for Ankara after an emotion- 
al police operation to expel 
the Kurds, who have lived in 
Sweden illegally for almosr 
five years. 

Villagers in the tiny com- 
munity of Asele in Lappland 
scuffled with police when the 
government on Thursday 
evening rejected a final 
appeal from the two related 
Kurdish families — both cal- 
led Sincari — to stay in 
Sweden. 

Two policemen and a teen- 
aged girl were slightly injured 
in scuffles that broke out 
when the family was being 
taken to a hotel. The re- 
fugees wept as they were 
pushed onto a bus. 

Three family members, 
one of them an 18-year-old, 
disappeared and were not ex- 
pelled, police said. Family 
friends said the young man 
had threatened to kill him- 
self. 

Two small children were 
taken from their school bus 
by police directly to the hotel 
and not allowed to return to 
their homes before being 
taken to the plane. 

Lutheran Archbishop 
Gunnar Weman appealed to 
Prime Minister Ingvar Carl- 
sson to reverse the decision. 

“The length of time the 
families have been in 
Sweden, the children's adap- 
tion to our society and their 
psychological situation are, in 
my view, sufficient reasons 
for them to stay in our coun- 
try," he said. 


Several political parties- 
the human rights grouf- 
amnesty international and va 
nous rights organisations, in r 
eluding the Swedish brand - 
of Save the Children, havt 
supported the families 
it. 

le families' lawyer, Lent' 
n ,(saksson, called theorem-' 

. ment’s decision . ,“gnm''inc 
inhumane.” ■■■’• 

" The leader of the : Swedish ' 
; Liberal Party, Maiia’Letssnei- 
also appealed to the govern- 
ment to reverse the decision.: 

“The family is split up, anc- 
Sweden has committed itsch 
to not contributing to the 
division of refugee families. 
Several of the children havr 
spent their whole lives here 
Treating them like this is i 
violation of the U.N. Coo : 
vention on Children," she 
said. 

“We are too tough-skin net 
and too cold-hearted when i 
comes to our refugee policy,’ 
she said. * 

Asele priest Rune Back 
iune said the families hai - 
become part of the commun : 

«ty- 

“Everyone on Asele to 
tried to support the family ir- 
different ways, economical!/ 
and morally. The children on- 
going to suffer seriou- 
psychological wounds fron. 
their brutal expulsion and tb . 
uncertain future that await 
them.” 

The two families took 
foge in rhe local church for 1 . 
months when they werN 
advised they would not b. 
allowed to stay. 

Mr. Carisson defended tb - 
, decision to expel the family/ 
accusing the parents of man 
i pula ting their children. 

“It was the correct deck, 
sion. If they had bc e? - 
al lowed to stay it would ha v ; - 
given a signal to other fanu. 
lies to exploit their childre: 
to be allowed to stay 1 
Sweden.’’ he said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7W T?l//J-/V 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Moom ins (cartoon) 

UJO Wish Kid icarteon) 

15:00 ... Harry and ihc Hendersons 

15:25 Blue Heelers 

Ifcto Drama — Voyagers 

17:00 

Children's Programme: CEsi Pas 
Sorrier 

17JH) Magazine — Omnisciences 
18. ’00 

Drama — Ccst Mon Hbtoirc 

I MO Lc Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Faul Pas Revcr 

19-JO Nevus Headlines 

I9tJS Major Dad 

20:00 

Doc. — The Stamp or Grcaincss 
20:25 The Bold Ana The Beautiful 
21:10 

Drama — The Glass Virgin (Epll) 

22:00 News in English 

22.-25 

Feature Film: "Hearn on Fife" 
23:50 ...I.. Sene — Behaving Badly 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 Fair 

ttV.C (SunmvJ Puh.i 

11:44 Dhuhr 

14 J2 'Ast 

16:50 Maghrch 

18:17 Hha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary or Nazareth Church 
SwrHleb, Tel. XUflon 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 

W27R5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 02459(1. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
*374411. 

De to SaO« Church Tel. hh)757 
Terouancu Church Tel- fi2IWi 
Church of the Anmuxtatioa Tel. 
*2354 1 . 

Anglican Church Tel. h52tCh. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel- 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
7752* I . 

Si. Ephnim Church Tel 771751 
Amman International Church Tel. 

M252i» 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
K2432X. 

German-speaking Evangelical Com- 

grcgalioa Tel. H45457 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel 654932 

Church of Nazarmc Tcl.ft75ft9|. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Tel. HI 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hi the Depart- 
men l of Meta volt igv. 

Sunny to p<tni> cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail boo 'mine 
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cool at night with icmpcr.iiurcs 
slightly below average and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqatu. 
skies will be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate, und seas culm. 

Mift.JMav temp 

Amman i'll 

Aqaba 8 > IK 

Deserts I'll 

Joidan V*1lcy 7 • 17 

■Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman II. Aqaba IX Humidity 
readings: Amman h5 per cent. 
Aqaha 36 per ccnl. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs HalasJh Kl'»Z2ii 

Dr. Bussum Karudshch .. 75^2**' 
Dr. Mumher Al Onnni ... . 7799.59 
Dr. Abdul Wjhuh AwjiI ... N4N)7li 

Finis phurmuev iio|9|2 

Ferdow-s pharmacy 77K,v f > 

Al Ascma pharmacy .. . f».!7U55 

Nawnikli pharmacy fi2.V»?2 

Al Salam pharmacy h.Vi7.Hi 

\ jmubpnainiiivv .. , 044*145 

Shmcisam pharmacy hTItMl 


Nujih pharmacy X47M2 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qunu ZXJ74J 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Amin Ahul Rub 9K2393 

Khaltfch pharmacy VX5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre W7I 1 1 

Civil Defence Department tiftl 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency lw 

Rescue Police 1 92. h2 III 1 . hJ7777 

Fire Brigade 617JMI 

Blood Bank 775 121 

Highway Police K4341C 

Traffic Police W#i39n 

Puhlic Security Department h.W2l 

Hold Complaints hOWK) 

Price Cumplainis hbl I7r» 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints H974fi7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X71 1 1 

Telephone Initirmaliiin 

(diiecrnry.isvivi.ince) 121 

Oierw:iis Calls 1110230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* fi23l(l| 

Abd.ih Telephone Repairs Mil )(» 
Jordan Ivicvisuin 7731 II 


Radio Jordan 7741 1| 

Water Authority tiNtl(K) 

Jordan Elect ricilv Authority 

' KI5AI5 

Electric Power 

Company hJftJKI 

RJ Flight Information .... OX- 5321 *1 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport OX-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre X13H13/32 
Khulidi Maternity, J. Amn 

(W42NI/h 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

M244I/2 

Juhal Amman Maternity .... M2.Vi2 

Malhas. J. Amman fi3li|40 

Palestine, Shmcrsant ft(l7n7| 

Shmcisani Hospital AM)3( 

University Hospital H45X4.S 

Al-Muasncr Hospital hb7227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali Mi6| 27/37 

Al-Ahlt. Ahdali ftWIM/fi 

Italian. Al-Muhujrccn . . 777101/3 
ALBashir. J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 ICh 

Army. Marka X916J1/I5 

Queen Alia HospitJl .... NI2240'50 

Arruil Hospital 074155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surccrv Nh5l9u 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital IU9I9H3323 
Zarqj National Hospital 

(119)900500 


Ihn Sina Hospital (H9)9Xf,7.t2 

Al Hikiiiu MixJcm Hospital (INXWN90 

IRBID: 

Pnnctss Bosnia Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (IC12T27.S 

Ihn Al Ndfccs Hospital (H21247MI 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospitdl (II3I3U1 i | 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied h\ 
Royal Jordanian IRJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia l n - 
icrnulnsnnl Airport Tet ttWl5.tr/KJ- 
5. where It should alwavs he ten- 
Tied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

DartU-xnis ( RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba (RJi 

09 JO New Delhi l RJ ) 

09ri5 Karachi. Dub.it ( RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (Kj) 

10-.20 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam ( RJ ) 


:•■ ■■ Cairo (RJ) 

!][■*£ London. Berlin (RJ ) 

19:40 Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


... Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

Romc(AZj 

Vienna (OS) 

Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

. Pans. Damascus I AF) 

Lanwca(CY) 

Cairo (MS) 

.. Athens. Beirut (OA) 
Amsterdam (KL) 


12:40 .. 

14:20 .. 

15:00 .. 

18:15 .. 

20 : 10 .. 

20:40.. 

22:05 .. 

22:35 . 

22:45 .. 

SJf 

vt.ia- . London. Damascus | BA) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
{Terminal i) 


06:25 

06:30 

11:00 

11:30 

11:45 

11:50 

ti05 

I2:IS 

2O;05 

20:10 

20:15 

20:35 

21:15 

2l:l5 


Beirut (RJ) 

•• Aqaba (RJ) 

Vicnnu(RJ) 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ i 

• Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Puns. Brussels ( RJ i 

London (RJ) 

• Cairn (RJ | 

Rtvadh. Dhahfun ( RJ ) 

Lurnaca(RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha |RJ | 

Jeddah (RJ) 

• • • J cdvljh (add)(RJ) 

• • • Abu Dhabi . Dubai t RJ | 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

07:45 Beirut (MEJ 

IJJ0 Bahrain. Shariqah (GFI 

ISJB RomclAZ) 

15:50 Vienna 

19:15 Dubai (£K» 

22J5 UmaealCYj . 

23:25 Cairo (MS). 

23:40 Damascus. Parir(Ar) 

00:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

03KM Beirut. Athens (OA. 

03:05 London (BAI 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fib per kg. 

Banana f Mukammar) <***?"; ; 

Banana (imported) 

Carrot ZJ«^. 

Cauliflower I 2 ®!? ' 

sasaa—'JTis 

Marmw (large) J* , -... 

Marrow (small) ? i«l/|Si 





Ja\i 
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es Lib, 
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Tarawneh donates $25,000 
prize money to charity 


Experts to examine U.S. experience for 
cues on trade out-of-court settlements 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Jordan’s 
x Ambassador to the United 
' States Fayez Tarawneh has 
- ...donated $25,000 to the 

' orphaned children of Jor- 
dm, handing over a cheque 
• -- 7 ... . in that amount to Minister 

. .7; - of Social Development 
J ' “ Salwa Damen-Masri. 

: •: The money is half of a 

■-7 $50,000 award Dr. 
Tarawneh shared with his # 
' ~ ■ one-tune counterpart for- 

. T . " mer Israeli delegation bead 

to die peace negotiations 
- . Etiakim Rubinstein, 
v ' The award, organised and 
funded fay Israeli business- 
■ - woman Gita Sherover, is to 
?. ' .. be an annual prize for con- 

- tribunons to peace. 

Dr. Tarawneh and Mr. 
Rubinstein received their 
~ - prizes Wednesday at a cere- 
• mony, attended by His 
‘ Majesty King Hussein, 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
■ . . mon Peres and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 


Christopher, at Beit Gabriel 
in Tiberias, where the King 
and the late Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin had 
exchanged the instruments 
of ratification of the peace 
treaty signed in OcL 1994. 
The ceremony was origi- 
nally scheduled for Nov. 7, 
1995, but was postponed in 
the wake of the assassina- 
tion of Mr. Rabin on Nov. 
5. 

In presenting the cheque 
to Mrs. Damen-Masri on 
Thursday, Dr. Tarawneh 
said he appreciated the 
efforts of the Ministry of 
Social Development and 
was determined to help it 
care for needy orphaned 
children in the country. 

He asked that the assis- 
tance be distributed during 
the month of Ramadan. 

Mrs. Damen-Masri said 
the ministry operates six 
charity institutions offering 
assistance to 415 children in 



A 


Fayez Tarawneh 
Jordan. 

Dr. Tarawneh was in 
Amman to receive U.S. 
Secretary of Defence 
William Perry last week 
and to accompany the King 
on his one-day visit to 
Israel on Wednesday. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - As expecta- 
tions are high of a boom io 
business in Jordan in the 
wake of the breakthroughs 
in the Arab- Israeli peace 
process, the Kingdom's 
legal experts are seeking to 
update the legal process to 
accommodate the needs of 
commerce. 

The fine points of trends 
in the U.S. for out of court 
settlements that reduce the 
burden on the judiciary are 
expected to be issue in a 
five-day workshop that 
opens in Amman today 
with a view to familiarising 
Jordanian legal experts on 
the American experience in 
dealing with commercial 
disputes. 

The so-called “alternate 
dispute resolution” (ADR) 
mechanisms are important 
in Jordan’s efforts to attract 
international capital, partic- 


ularly from American 
films, which see the pres- 
ence of such means as an 
essential element in their 
investment decisions 
abroad, said Steven Mayo, 
who is leading an eight- 
member team of American 
legal experts to the work- 
shop entitled “U.S.-Jordan 
Legal Exchange - Phase 
Two.” 

The move to seek ways to 
reduce the burden on courts 
dealing with commercial 
disputes, domestic as well 
as those involving foreign 
parties, was initiated by 
Jordanian judges and 
lawyers, Mr. Mayo, a Cali- 
fornia-base lawyer, said. 

The first phase of the 
legal exchange was 
bunched in July when Mr. 
Mayo visited A mman and 
met with a group of Jor- 
danian judges and lawyers, 
and, upon their request, 
outlined the system of ADR 
mechanisms in tbe U.S. 


The American team will 
highlight their experience 
to the Jordanian audience 
and discuss six main means 
of out-of-court settlements 
prior to and during actual 
trials of commercial dis- 
putes, said Mr. Mayo, 
whose legal history has 
spanned from private prac- 
tice to federal prosecution 
and grand jury trials involv- 
ing felonies as well as law 
instruction at several uni- 
versities. 

According to Mr Mayo, 
less than 20 per cent of 
commercial disputes in tbe 
U.S. actually go to trial, the 
rest being settled out of 
court through mediation 
and arbitration. 

In the mid-SOs it used to 
take an average of five 
years for settling commer- 
cial disputes in court in the 
U.S., but now it takes about 
IS months as a result of 
developing ADR mecha- 
nisms that help resolve the 


cases at various stages prior 
to going to court and thus 
reduce the burden on the 
system in terms of time and 
cost, Mr. Mayo told the Jor- 
dan Times in an interview. 

“Ours is not a perfect 
answer, but it helps a lot in 
sparing the government a 
lot of expenses and time,” 
he said, adding also that 
disputes often hold up the 
smooth flow of commerce 
and, as such, quick resolu- 
tions of commercial dis- 
putes were also in the inter- 
ests of business. 

In tbe context of Jordan, it 
should be relatively easy 
for the society to embrace 
the practice of out-of-court 
settlements since it is very 
much used in tribal media- 
tion and arbitration, the 
lawyer noted. 

However, he emphasised, 
tbe U.S. team's role was not 
to tell Jordanians what 
means to adopt but to out- 
line the experience of what 


is known as case manage- 
ment. ‘It is a decision that 
is totally up to the Jordani- 
ans to decide what is best 
suited for them ” he said. 

In the five days of delib- 
erations, tbe workshop, 
which is presented by the 
Faculty of Law of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan in cooper- 
ation with the Ministry of 
Justice and the American 
Centre, will hear detailed 
discussions on subjects 
such as “Early Neutral 
Evaluation,” “Case Man- 
agement,” “Mediation and 
Judicial Settlement,” and 
“Summary Judgement,” as 
well as “Modern Trends / 
Cases in Arbitration in the 
American Legal System." 

The workshop will be 
held at the S amir Shanuna 
Auditorium at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan and opened by 
Minister of Justice Hisham 
Tel. 


Charles Ansbacher conducts Jordanian Orchestras 


A1 Bashir says Sudan keen to 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.* AMMAN — The first con- 
cert of 1996 in Amm an will 
start with particular bril- 
‘ liance and glitter. Conduct- 
ing the two main classical 
- 7 - ensembles of the country, 
I" lift* !(;' the Orchestra of the Nation- 

d * • al Music Conservatory and 
t'-im!, the Orchestra of the Jordan- 
a ***k ian Armed Forces, will be 
the celebrated American 
- musician, Charles Ansbach- 
er, on Sunday at tbe Royal 
Hall, at the Philadelphia 
- hotel in Amman. 

In a performance to be 
held under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
A1 Hussein, presented by 
..the National Music Conser- 
vatory - Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation and the Ameri- 
£$q Centre .in Amman,, the 
•two orchestras- will play 
works by George Bizet 
- (TArtesienne, suite No. 2), 
Johannes Brahms (Hungar- 
■ ian dances No. 5 and 6), 
Johann Strauss (Die Fleder- 
maas overture and Radet- 
zky march), W. A. Mozart 
(piano concerto No. 24 in C 
minor, first movement), and 
American composers 
Leonard Bernstein (a selec- 
tion from West Side Story) 
and John Philip Sousa 
(Stars and Stripes Forever). 
The orchestras will play 
some works separately but 
will join forces for two 
numbers at the end of the 
concert 

Dr. Ansbacher, who just 
conducted a historic and 
magnificent end-of-vear 
concert in Sarajevo, trans- 
mitted live on most Euro- 
pean TV channels, is 
enthusiastic about working 



Charles Ansbacher conducts an orchestra in Vienna 


with the Jordanian ensem- 
bles. He told the Jordan 
Tunes that during the 
rehearsals, be felt as much 
excitement from the musi- 
cians as he had pleasure 
working with them. He is 
also very optimistic about 
the future of classical music 


in the country. Already in 
Love with Jordan when he 
visited it as a tourist a year 
ago. be said that given the 
relative young age of clas- 
sical orchestras and institu- 
tions in the Kingdom, they 
need strong and continuous 
support from all parties. 


Exposing the young to as 
much classical music as 
possible, and in every way, 
is essential for the future. 
Dr. Ansbacher said. 

With an impressive 
record of conducting in the 
United States, Charles Ans- 
bacher is now living in 


Vienna, Austria and dedi- 
cates his time to working 
with different orchestras 
from almost all over the 
world: Tajikistan, Egypt, 
Austria, the former 
Yugoslavia, Russia, Bulgar- 
ia, Tunisia and so forth. 



Experts to join peace talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

And Syria's official press 
Friday ruled out the accept- 
ance of “hasty" solutions or 
pressure from Israel for a 
peace settlement adding Mr. 
Christopher should wrest a 
commitment from Israel for a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Senior Israeli peace nego- 
tiator Itamar Rabinovich. 
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
and' Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand all cast doubt 
over the secretary’s efforts. 

Mr. Rabinovich said a 
breakthrough cannot be ex- 
pected unless military offi- 
cials and water specialists 
join the talks. “Water and 
security are questions of such 
importance that we must 
have experts to discuss 
them,” he said. 

Mr. Barak delivered a 
. harsh assessment: “It is stilt 
5 too soon to say if we have a 
partner in Damascus for 
making peace" and Mr. Sarid 
dismissed altogether the pos- 
sibility of reaching a peace 
agreement “or even a dec- 
laration” of principle with 
Syria this year. 

Mr. Christopher said, 
however, the Maryland talks 
“have ushered in a new phase 
of the negotiations between 
Israel and Syria and created a 
new basis for genuine prog- 
ress." 

Mr. Assad's demand for 
Israel’s withdrawal from ev- 
* er y inch of the strategic 


Golan Heights has never 
changed. Israel in return de- 
mands that Damascus first 
commit itself to full and nor- 
mal relations. 

This has been the bone of 
contention in talks which 
broke off last year for six 
months and resumed outside 
Washington in December. 

Mr. Assad, displaying un- 
precedented optimism about 
peace with Israel, has praised 
Mr. Peres in recent weeks, 
saying he had shown signs of 
“greater Israeli flexibility.” 
Syria's official newspaper 
Tishreen said 1996 should be 
the year of peace. 

“Peres is obsessed with the 
peace process and with clin- 
ching a deal not with Syria 
but with all the Gulf states. 
He perceives himself as a 
peacemaker and would like 
to retain this legacy by mak- 
ing comprehensive peace be- 
fore the Israeli elections." 
one Israel-based Western di- 
plomat said. 

But what Mr. Peres needs 
to win the elections is not 
what Mr. Assad needs to 
maintain the confidence of 
the Syrian people and army, 
experts on Syrian affairs say. 

Syrian public opinion has 
come round to the idea of 
peace in principle, provided 
Mr. Assad gets what he has 
demanded, they add. 

Mr. Assad realises his 
peace with Israel would re- 
ward the Jewish state by 
allowing it into Arab markets 
through normal ties with all 
Arab states, including Gulf 


countries rich in oil, they 
said. 

“He knows that when Syria 
makes peace with Israel a 
whole stage of history in the 
Middle East is over, that the 
map in the Middle East will 
change as a whole," one di- 
plomat said. 

For years Mr. Assad tried 
to block compromise with the 
West and the Jewish state, 
but the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, economic stagnation 
at home and Israel’s peace 
agreements with Jordan and 
the Palestinians have under- 
mined Syria's ability to hold 
out. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan to attend IFAD meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the two-day 
meetings of the International Fund For Agricultural 
Development Fund (IFAD) board of governors, which 
will be held in Rome on Jan. 17. Participants will discuss 
the IFAD's proposed budget for 1996 , elect a new execu- 
tive board and endorse a $ 13 million loan to Jordan, to 
be used for natural resources projects in Karak and 
Tafileh governorates. The Jordanian delegation will be 
headed by Ministry of Agriculture Secretary General 
Ghaleb Abu Orabi. . 


Clinton hits campaign trial 


attempted to block the de 

ployment. 

■ The commander-in-chief 
has been anxious to express 
solidarity with the troops he 
sent to the distant front lines 
in a deployment that has wor- 
ried the public and angered 
the Republicans who took 
over Congress last year. 

Mr. Clinton wanted to 
make the symbolic trip at 
Christmas but agreed to hold 
off until the deployment was 
well under way. The presi- 
dent will still be able to make 
the visit ahead of his key state 
of the union address on Jan. 
23 . 

Focussing on his foreign 
policy many alsu bring relief 
to the president, who is fac- 
ing intensifying scrutiny of 
political scandals which 
haunted his first national 


(Continued from page 1) 

election three years ago and a 
looming sexual harassment 
suit. 

Though Mr. Clinton was to 
attend a fundraiser later in 
Nashville, he has yet to make 
an official announcement for 
his reelect ion bid in Novem- 
ber. Thursday he coyly ack- 
nowledged this at his first 
formal press conference in 
five months when asked 
when he will throw his hat in 
the race. 

T think people know what 
my intentions are,” he said, 
adding: “There'll be plenty of 
time for politics this year. I 
imagine that everybody will 
be glad when the next elec- 
lion's done." 

Indeed, the crowded field 
of Republican contenders 
fanned out across the nation 
Friday, stumping in the earlv 


primary states and preparing 
for a major debate Saturday 
in Iowa. 

In his address. Mr. Clinton 
also reiterated his call for 
ending the protracted budget 
battle" in Washington which 
has twice shut down the gov- 
ernment and fighting out the 
underlying policy questions 
in the upcoming elections. 

“Let us take what we can 
agree on and balance the 
buget... and put the differ- 
ences off until you decide in 
November.” Mr. Clinton told 
the factory workers. 

The president was to leave 
later Friday for Bosnia, stop- 
ping in Italy and Hungary 
and wrapping up the trip in 
Croatia. 

Budget negotiations are to 
resume Wednesday. 


advance trade ties with Jordan 


KHARTOUM (Petra) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir was one 
of many prominent person- 
alities to visit the Jor dani an 
wing of the International 
Trade Fair in Khartoum 
where the Kingdom is dis- 
playing a variety of nation- 
al products. 

While touring the Jordan- 
ian wing, Mr. Bashir said 
he was impressed with the 
high quality of goods on 
display and added that his 
country was eager to pro- 
mote Jordanian-Sudanese 
trade links. 

Lending a hand at the fair, 
Bashar Khasawneh, the 
director of Commercial. 

... — - . . . i i 

Population 
conference 
to start in 
Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — A six- 
member Jordanian delega- 
tion, beaded by Abdullah 
Abu Ata, president of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Arab RegiOD Section at the 
International Planned Par- 
enthood Federation (IPPF), 
and President of tbe Jordan 
Family Planning Society. 
Friday left for Cairo to take 
part in a three-day Arab 
international conference on 
population and develop- 
ment, which starts today. 
The conference brings 
together representatives of 
governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations, 
international organisations, 
financing institutions and 
family planning societies for 
an exchange of experiences 
in the area of implementing 
recommendations of the 
1994 International Confer- 
ence on Population aod 
Development (ICPD). The 
conference, which is organ- 
ised by the IPPF, seeks to 
review points of conver- 
gence between tbe IPPF 
vision for the year 2000, and 
the ICPD's programme of 
action. 


Centres at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, said 
Jordan, which has taken 
part in the Khartoum fair 
for the last 13 yearsjs this 
year displaying products 
from 34 national compa- 
nies. 

He said 20 Arab and for- 
eign countries are partici- 
pating in the fair this year. 

The national products fair 
was opened last Monday 
and will last until Jan. 22 

During the visit of the 
Sudanese leader, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh presented him with 
a feplica of tbe ancient city 
of Petra as a memento. 

Government measures 
to help RJ expected 

AMMAN(J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment is expected to 
announce measures to 
relieve Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) of part of its debts, 
estimated at JD 450 mil- 
lion, RJ President Nader 
Dahabi was quoted as say- 
ing in Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
Thursday. 

During a visit by His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
tbe Operations Department 
of Royal Jordanian (RJ) at 
Queen Alia International 
Airport Thursday, Mr. 

Dahabi outlined the air- 
line’s plans. 

The RJ chief said the gov- 
ernment has intervened on 
the part of RJ and been in 
contact with its creditors to 
work out a debt reschedul- 
ing programme for the air- 
line. 

RJ has suggested selling 
the Alia Gateway Hotel, 
near the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport, the duty 
free shop and the engineer- 
ing and maintenance 
departments to outside 
companies to raise funds to 
settle pan of the debts, 
according to Mr. Dahabi. 

While at the Operations 
Department, King Hussein 
pinned captain's wings on 
11 pilots and honoured 16 



Nader Dahabi 


other RJ officials who had 
exerted outstanding efforts 
in helping to save the 
national airline about JD 4 
million in 1995 . 

In praising the RJ staff, 
tbe King said RJ has suc- 
ceeded in competing with 
many world airlines. 

During his visit. King 
Hussein met with President 
Dahabi and senior manage- 
ment and voiced his appre- 
ciation of their achieve- 
ments in the training, main- 
tenance and operations sec- 
tors. 



Omar Hassan Al Bashir 


< WHAT'S GOING ON . . , 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Water colours by several German 
artists at Goethe-Institut (until Jan. 21) 

* Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jor- . 
danian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Art 
Gallery, Umm Utheina (until Feb. 6). 

* Works by artist Raphael Chaproul at 
the French Cultural Centre (until Jan. 
31). 

CONCERT 

A concert featuring the orchestra of the 
National Music Conservatory and the 
Jordanian Armed Forces music band at 
Philadelphia Hotel on Sunday at 8:00 


p.m. (The programme includes L'Ar- 
lesienne by Bizet, Hungarian dances by 
Brahms, Die Fledermaus and Radetzky 
March by Strauss, Piano Concert No. 
24 by Mozart, West Side Story by Bern- 
stein and Stars and Stripes by Sousa). 

LECTURES 

4 'The Upcoming Trends of the Jordan- 
ian Economy and How Promising 
They Are" (in Arabic) by Dr. Fahd Al 
Fanek at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 
* Recital of poems by Palestinian poet 
Nazih Kheir at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art at 6:30 p.m. 








4 World News Jordan Times, Saturday, January 13 , 199 


Judge says ex-minister in ‘dirty Japan ’s new premier vows 
war’ probe to stay free on bail fi rm ties with the U.S. 




MADRID (AFP) — A 
supreme court 'judge ruled 
Friday that former Interior 
Minister Jose Barrionuevo, 
implicated in the govern- 
ment's “dirty wax'* against 
Basque separatists, should 
remain free on a 15- million- 
peseta ($1 25.000) bail, judi- 
cial sources said. 

They described the move 
as a preventive measure to 
give the judge more time to 
determine on what charges 
to indict Mr. Barrionuevo. 
wbo despite the scandal is 
still expected to run on the 
Socialist list in early elec- 
tions on March 3. 

The state prosecutor 
Thursday had asked Judge 
Eduardo Moner to put Mr. 
Barrionuevo in jail. 

But the judge had been 
expected to set bail instead 


while investigations contin- 
ue into allegations about the 
so-called GAL hit squads 
blamed for killing at least 
22 Basque separatists dur- 
ing the 1980s, some across 
the border in France. 

Mr. Barrionuevo has 
denied any involvement in 
GAL, which stands for ami- 
terrorist liberation groups, 
as the scandal has creeped 
deep into the corridors of 
power and brought suspi- 
cion upon Socialist Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
himself. 

The GAL case has com- 
bined with a spate of cor- 
ruption scandals to under- 
mine Mr. Gonzalez’ hold on 
power and force him to call 
early elections which he is 
expected to lose to the right. 

Mr. Barrionuevo, who 


was interior minister from 
1982 to 1988, has had his 
passport confiscated, is 
barred from leaving the 
country and must report to 
the court twice a month. 

He has blasted the mea- 
sures as “exaggerated", say- 
ing he had done nothing 
wrong and had always 
“defended constitutional 
values" to ensure “less cru- 
elty and less violence" in 
Spain. 

But attorneys for the 
plaintiffs urged Mr. Moner 
last week to indict Mr. 
Barrionuevo on charges of 
illegal detention, setting up 
armed bands and embez- 
zling, saying that recent tes- 
timony “fully shows” that 
he is guilty. 

A former Socialist Party 
leader, Ricardo Garcia 


Damborenea who is also 
free on bail, clashed with 
Mr. Barrionuevo in testimo- 
ny before the supreme court 
last week, accusing the for- 
mer minister of participat- 
ing in. GAL and citing a 
meeting of party members 
near Madrid in 1983 when 
he said Mr. Barrionuevo had 
spoken out in support of a 
“dirty war” against the 
Basque terrorist group ETA 
Similar testimony against 
Mr. Barrionuevo was also 
mnrip. in December by a for- 
mer police chief, Francisco 
Alvarez, and the former 
head of the state security 
organisation, Julian 

San Cristobal, who are also 
being prosecuted. 


Sri Lanka gears for another Soares 


anti-Tiger show down 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan security forces are 
preparing for another major 
assault on separatist Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas to blunt a 
wave of rebel attacks in the 
east of the country, defence 
sources said Friday. 

Elite .army units are being 
moved into the eastern 
coastal district of BatticaJoa 
to attack jungle bases of the 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anumddha Ratwane in par- 
liament Thursday predicted 
that security forces would 
soon neutralise the guerril- 
las in the eastern province 
where some 50 people have 
died in sporadic violence 
since the New Year. 

“We don’t want to just 
protect a village here and 
there when the terrorists 
strike,” Mr. Ratwane said. 
“What we are trying to do is 
protect the integrity of the 
nation... We want to destroy 
the terrorists ” 

He said the government 
was keen to defeat the 
LTTE militarily and to press 
ahead with a political settle- 
ment of the ethnic conflict 
which has claimed more 
than 50,000 lives over the 
past 23 years. 

Defence sources said the 
upsurge in rebel attacks in 
the east came after the guer- 
rillas lost their main citadel 
of Jaffna in the north of the 


island to security forces last 
month. 

The army captured Jaffna, 
c apita l of a de facto state the 
LTTE had run since 1990. 
after nearly 50 days of 
fighting that claimed the 
lives of 500 soldiers and an 
estimated 2,000 re bels. 

Since then the LTTE has 
sabotaged dozens of power 
transformers, a telephone 
exchange and killed offi- 
cials in the eastern 
province, causing unrest in 
the region which the rebels 
also claim as pan of their 
homela nd. 

The LTTE has also killed 
about 25 members of rival 
Tamil groups as well as sus- 
pected police informants in 
the Batticaloa and neigh- 
bouring Trincomalee dis- 
tricts where Tigers have 
reestablished jungle bases. 

Chief military spokesman 
Sarath Munasinghe said the 
LTTE had escalated attacks 
to project a larger than life 
presence in the eastern 
province. 

The government with- 
drew a large number of 
troops and dismantled sev- 
eral camps in the Batticaloa 
region to reinforce the 
assault on Jaffna. 

This gave the LTTE the 
opportunity to take over 
vast stretches of territory 
and restrict army move- 
ments in the area. 

“The army seems unable 


to fight in the east and the 
north at the same lime 
because they don T t have 
enough men and equip- 
ment” said a retired mili- 
tary officer. “Now the time 
is right to shift the attention 
back to the east." 

Minister Ratwane. who 
led the ar my’s campaign 
against the LTTE in Jaffna, 
said that there had been no 
drop in guerrilla violence in 
the past month across the 
island’s embattled north 
east 

Defence sources said 
plans were also under way 
to mount another offensive 
to secure a land route to 
Jaffna which is currently 
supplied entirely by the air 
force and the navy. 

Although the army is in 
control of Jaffna the guerril- . 
las still control many main 
roads in the peninsula. 

Defence sources' said 
10,000 new recruits will be 
absorbed into service by 
February giving the army 
more flexibility to hold ter- 
ritory taken from the Tigers 
and conduct new opera- 
tions. 

The LTTE is leading a 
protracted campaign for an 
independent state called 
Eelam in the island's north- 
ern and eastern regions 
where the two million Tamil 
minority is concentrated. 


Peru’s life sentence draws 
fire from the U.S., family 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A Peruvian military court’s 
life sentence for a U.S. citi- 
zen accused of arms smug- 
gling on behalf of a 
Peruvian terrorist group 
drew protest from 
Washington and an outcry 
from her family. 

Lori Berenson, 26, was 
convicted of treason 
Thursday as an alleged 
leader of the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) by a special panel 
of “faceless" military 
judges, whose identities are 
not revealed in the secret 
proceedings. 

Ms. Berenson and three 
other alleged MRTA col- 
leagues were handed life 
sentences, and some 20 oth- 
ers received sentences of 
more than 20 years in 
prison. 

The State Department 
criticised the secret trial as 
violating international stan- 
dards and urged the Peru- 
vian government to allow 
her to appeal the conviction 
in a civilian court. 

“The United States deeply 
regrets that Ms. Berenson 
was not tried in an open 
civilian court with frill 
rights of legal defense, in 
accordance with interna- 
tional juridicial norms," 
department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said in a state- 
ment. 

“We call upon the 
Peruvian government to 
take the necessary steps in 
the appeals process to 
accord Ms. Berenson an 
open judicial proceeding in 
u civilian court," he added. 


Ms. Berenson may appeal 
her conviction in stages to 
two higher levels of 
Peruvian military appeals 
tribunals, Mr. Davies said, 
but it was not clear whether 
a final appeal could be 
made to the civilian 
Peruvian supreme court. 

In Lima. Ms. Berenson's 
attorney Grimaldo Achahui 
Loayza said he wiU appeal 
the military conviction 
claiming that his client 
should not be judged for 
treason because she is not a 
leader of the MRTA, only a 
collaborator. Her case 
should be tried in a civilian, 
not a military, court, he 
added. 

Mr. Davies recalled that 
Washington has repeatedly 
expressed its concerns to 
the Peruvian government of 
President Alberto Fujimori 
that Ms. Berenson receive 
due process of the law, and 
will continue to follow this 
case closely. 

In New York, Ms. 
Berenson's mother told 
AFP that the family had not 
been able to communicate 
with her since the beginning 
of the year. 

“There's no mechanism 
for telephoning, writing," 
Rhoda Berenson said. 

“We're just totally devas- 
tated here.** she said in a 
telephone interview in New 
York. “Life (sentence) — 
the whole thing is so pre- 
posterous to start with." 

She said her daughter had 
been falsely accused and 
unfairly tried. “In a real 
court system you need some 
corroboration of some 


kind.” she said 

“We’re just hoping some- 
how, some way along this 
review process will realise 
that it is not a case that 
belongs in a military court,” 
she added 

Rhoda Berenson said sbe 
went to Peru on Dec. 21 and 
spent 10 days visiting her 
daughter daily in jail. “False 
accusations, false passports 
... every day they were 
threatening with something 
else,” she said her daughter 
told her. 

“Physically she was fine,” 
she said. But when she saw 
her daughter in a televised 
news conference Monday, 
“she had turned into a very 
angry person whom 1 had 
never seen before.” 

Lori Berenson told the 
press she belonged to the 
MRTA, which she 
described as not a terrorist 
faction but a revolutionary 
movement. 

A friend and neighbour of 
the Berenson family, crimi- 
nal lawyer Thomas Nooter, 
told AFP that the judges 
may have been influenced 
by that statement and that 
Lori Berenson “was led to 
believe” the MRTA was 
non-violent. 

He said he was “really 
appalled" by the life sen- 
tence, “particularly when 
the prosecution recom- 
mended a 30-year sentence, 
which was bad enough." 

Mr. Nooter agreed with 
the State Department view, 
saying that “it's totally inap- 
propriate to subject a civil- 
ian to a ... (virtual) court 
manial." 


scores 
diplomatic 
points with 
first visit 
to Angola 

LUANDA (AFP) — With 
his first and only official 
visit to Angola which took 
place this week, Mario 
Soares sought to turn the 
page on 10 years of acri- 
monious relations between 
Portugal and its former 
African colony, and he has 
to some extent succeeded. 

Mr. Soares, who is due to 
step down in March, left 
here Thursday at the end of 
a four-day visit which was 
hailed as a personal tri- 
umph for the veteran 
Socialist leader. 

He instilled a new 
"momentum into dialogue 
between Luanda and 
Lisbon after the distrust 
which marked the long 
period of civil war in 
Angola between the for- 
merly Marxist government 
and the UNTTA rebel 
movement. 

Angola always viewed 
Mr. Soares as “too close" 
to Jonas Savimbi, the 
UNTTA leader, but during 
his visit the Portuguese 
president said clearly that 
Portugal wanted to help 
“Angola and the Angolans, 
all (he Angolans without 
discrimination and without 
taking sides in internal 
matters". 

Ml Soares made a fer- 
vent appeal for national 
reconciliation in Angola 
after almost two decades of 
civil war. In an allusion to a 
peace protocol signed in 
Lusaka in October 1994, he 
said Angola “must not miss 
this opportunity for peace”. 

“The Lusaka accords.... 
gave Angola a unique 
opportunity which cannot 
and must not ■ be spoiled 
because it will be difficult 
to achieve again,” Mr. 
Soares said, in a reference 
to problems which have 
repeatedly impeded imple- 
mentation of the accords. 

The welcome given Mr. 
Soares on his arrival 
Monday was forma] rather 
than warm and there were 
no crowds to applaud the 
Portuguese leader along 
the road from the airport. 

Nevertheless, he quickly 
succeeded in creating a cli- 
mate of detente and was 
careful to emphasise his 
country’s “neutrality” in 
Angolan affairs. 

Mr. Soares was the first 
foreign head of state to talk 
to a UNITA delegation 
which travelled to Luanda 
io see him. but he declined 
an invitation to visit Mr. 
Davimbi at the UNITA 
leader’s headquarters in 
Bailundo in central Angola, 
saying he wished to avoid 
giving the impression that 
there were “two Angolas". 

Mr. Savimbi refused 10 
come to Luanda to meet 
Mr. Soares, invoking secu- 
rity concers. 

in a speech to parliament, 
Mr. Soares paid a warm 
tribute to “all the Angolans 
who died fighting for the 
independence" of rhelr 
country. 


TOKYO (AFP) - Ryu taro 
Hashimoto, Japan’s new 
prime minister, pledged 
Friday to maintain firm ties 
with the United States 
despite nagging problems 
over military bases, while 
ruling out early general 
elections at borne. 

“In (he past as now I 
believe the most important 
diplomatic ties for Japan are 
relations with the United 
States," Mr. Hashimoto told 
a news conference the day 
after he was elected prime 
minister. 

“In order to stabilise that 
relationship we must firmly 
mai ntain the U.S.-Japan 
security treaty.” 

He said stable Japan-U.S. 
ties were also “what the 
woiid wants,” noting that 
many countries had been 
worried about possible 
deterioration of the relation- 
ship during auto trade dis- 
putes, which he, as trade 
minister, settled with U.S. 
trade representative Mickey 
Kantor last year. 

Tokyo's relationship with 
Washington has been under 
pressure following the rape 
of a 12-year-old girl in 
Okinawa, allegedly by U.S. 
servicemen, which has led 
to strident calls for a reduc- 
tion of the U.S. military 
presence in Japan. 

The premier said his gov- 
ernment would proceed 
with talks with the United 
States for “reduction and 
consolidation” of U.S. 
bases in Okinawa, but it 
would be under the frame- 
work of the current bilateral 
security arrangement 

Mr. Hashimoto said he 
had briefly talked about the 
Okinawa issue in a tele- 
phone conversation with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
earlier In the day. 

“I want to seek a judge- 
ment that both countries can 
agree, while paying heed to 
the hearts, of the 
Okinawans,” he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto also said 
he would meet Okinawa 
Governor Masahide Ota “as 
soon as possible" to discuss 
objections to renewal of 
U.S. base leases in the 
southern island prefecture 
and calls for their reduction. 

“I will promise as much 
effort as we can offer, but I 
would like to get the under- 
standing of the prefecture,” 
Mr. Hashimoto said. 

Previous Prime Minister 
Tomiicbi Murayama took 



Ryu taro Hashimoto 

Mr. Ota to court to force 
Okinawan landowners to 
renew the U.S. base leases. 

“I hope for a prompt legal 
judgement that is accept- 
able to the two countries 
and pay due attention to the 
Okinawan people's feel- 
ings.” Mr. Hashimoto said. 

On the domestic front, Mr. 
Hashimoto said his admin- 
istration would seek early 
passage of budget bills by 
the March 3 1 end of the cur- 
rent fiscal year so there 
would be no “disruption" in 
the government’s economic 
measures. 

His government would 
also focus on pushing ahead 
with economic recovery 
measures, deregulation, cre- 
ation of new industries and 
financial stability through 
early resolution of the bous- 
ing loan companies' bad 
debt problems. 

He called the new admin- 
istration “a cabinet of 
reform and creation," 
stressing the need for 
sweeping structural reforms 
in the country. 

“Fifty years after the 
war’s end, various systems 
are requiring changes. 1 
think we must promote 
drastic reforms in many 
areas including politics, 
economy and society," he 
said. 


He also said his cabinet 
was a “pragmatic one. with 
executive power” to deal 
with issues needing urgent 
attention, particularly in the 
areas of economy, including 
the recovery of confidence 
in Japan’s battered financial 
system. 

On growing calls for an 
early general election, Mr. 
Hashimoto said he did not 
want to create a “political 
vacuum” at a time when 
Japan’s economy was still 
stagnating. 

“For the moment, we have 
to put all our energy into 
pending issues like the 
economy and Okinawa. It’s 
not time yet to talk about 
(general elections)." 

Mr. Hashimoto, president 
of the powerful Liberal 
Democratic Party, said it 
was only natural for a polit- 
ical party to seek a monop- 
oly rule of the government 
to achieve their ideals, but 
vowed to maintain for now 
the three-party coalition 
with the Social Democratic 
Party and the new party 
Saltigake. 

He said parties that can 
agree on policy measures 
should form coalition when 
no political party can win 
majority support from the 
public 


Guerrillas moving Kashmir 
hostages towards Pakistan 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Four western tourists held 
hostage for six months 
have been moved out of 
the Kashmir Valley 
towards Pakistan, an intel- 
ligence source said Friday. 

The source said Al- 
Faran guerrillas holding 
the hostages had moved 
them one by one over the 
Pir Panjal Mountain range 
towards the Pakistani 
frontier over the past few 
days. 

He said the hostages had 
been sighted across the 
range in the Gool area, 
nearer to the border with 
Pakistan: “They are in 
good health and have 
warm clothes on,” the 
source said. 

Two weeks ago the 
hostages — two Britons, 
an American and a 
German — were spotted 
near Pulwama town in the 
centre of the Kashmir 
Valley. 

The journey from 
Pulwama to Gool is a dif- 
ficult and dangerous one 
in the Kashmir winter, 
crossing the Pir Panjai 
range whose peaks soar to 
4.500 metres and where 
temperatures are below 
freezing. 

South of Pulwama, Gool 
is at a lower altitude and 
wanner. The valley sur- 
rounding Gool leads 
downhill in a southwester- 
ly direction towards 
Pakistan. 

There was no immediate 
indication why the shad- 
owy Al-Faran guerrillas 
hod moved cln ii pg n^” 
Pakistan, id? 


But the group is thought 
to include fighters from 
the one-third of Kashmir 
which Pakistan controls. 

Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir would be an 
obvious avenue of escape 
for the guerrillas if they 
wished to end the standoff. 

India accuses Pakistan 
of arming and training 
guerrillas who have been 
fighting a six-year sepa- 
ratist insurgency in 
Kashmir. 

Pakistan, which has 
fought two of its three 
wars with India over the 
region, says it only pro- 
vides moral support. 

The hostages, Britons 
Paul Wells and Keith 
Mangan. American 
Donald Hutchings and 
Dirk Hasert of Germany, 
were kidnapped last July 
while trekking through the 
Himalayan Mountains in 
Pahalgam, 120 km south 
of Srinagar. 

A fifth hostage. 
Norwegian Hans Christian 
Ostroe. was found behead- 
ed in the foothills near 
Pahalgam on August 13. 

After kidnapping the 
tourists. Al-Faran 
demanded that India 
release some 15 jailed sep- 
aratists including three 
Pakistanis. 

India refused the bargain 
and has ruled out a rescue 
raid for fear of endanger- 
ing the hostages. 

More recently Al-Faran 
called British High 
Commissioner Nicholas 
Fenn to ask for a ransom. 
^jS^TBritish diplomat 


An Indian official said 
Friday the authorities had 
started fresh efforts to 
secure the release of the 
hostages. 

‘Though the govern- 
ment has no contact with 
the captors, we have start- 
ed fresh efforts for the safe 
release of the four 
hostages,” the official, a 
negotiator in the crisis, 
told Reuters. He declined 
to give any details. 

“We are mounting pres- 
sure on the captors 
through different means 
for the release of the four 
Westerners, but there will 
be no rescue operations.” 
K. B. Jandial, spokesman 
for the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir state, 
told Reuters. 

The all parties Hurrivat 
(freedom) conference, a 
coalition of 30 Kashmiri 
political and religious par- 
ties and groups, renewed 
its appeal to the guerrillas 
to release the hostages. 

“We again appeal to cap- 
tors to release all four 
hostages unconditionally 
as a goodwill gesture on 
the eve of the holy month 
of Ramadan,” Hurriyat 
Chairman Omar Farooq 
said. ^ 

“If the hostage takers are 
true Muslims, they should 
release the four Western 
guests immediately to 
keep the sanctity of the 
holy month 0 f Ramadan," 
he said. 

Ramadan, the Muslim 
month of fasting, begins 
next week. 


Japanese i m 
family reads 
year poe 


TOKYO (AFP) 

Japanese imperial 
released their nf 
poems Friday, an-jam,* 
tradition, with Earner' 

Akihito in his Joe 
remembering those w| 
tried to revive war-to^#^ 0 ^* 
mountain forests. ‘JijT5 ^ 
solemn ceremony at 
imperial palace here, whr ' ' 

dates back to the eigh 
century, specialists re; 
aloud poems written by ' 
members of the impeiL 
household as well as : 
commoners, all on 
theme of “aae,” a japa®#^ 
words for saplings *' 
seedlings. The poems fro 
the public were selectt 
from 19,318 entries. “V 
thoughts go out to tho 
people who, years after tf - • ' 
war was over, where 
mountains were laid wast 
had planted them wii 
saplings,” the emperorf . ^ * 

poem was translated ;|i\ ! 

saying. The imperii 1 - 
household agency said tl < 

poem was a reference, 0 ] 

the 50th anniversary of tb'J 1 'V 
end of World War 0, 1 * 

“those people who, unde 
the adverse conditions t 
the postwar period, steadil 
planted saplings in mow 
tains that had been ravage - 
by indiscriminate defer 
estation during and afte ' 
the war” Empres 

Michiko’s poem gave over 
lapping images of rice pad : 
dies across Japanes. 

islands and her husband * 
looking after his own (ice- 
field in the imperial paLao- 
ground. “Japan's chain o : 
isles — young green shoot 1 , 
in every paddy must dot 
be waving in the wind - 
while today, his majesty 
too. is out tending his rfo 
field.” her poem read. : 


4 foreign doctors - 

win awards for ln j an an 
family planning 

• 

BANGKOK (AFP) - XUT * 1 HI S 
Four foreign doctors havt 
been awarded. Thailand';. 

Prince Mahidol awards fo' 

1995 for devoting them'.' 
selves to helping society ; 
through family planning";. 

Foreign Minister Kasen ; 

Samosorn Kasemrsi ao~ 
nounced. Egon Diczfaiusj - 
professor emeritus of tb; 

Karolinske Institute i« ‘ 

Stockholm, and Carl Dje 
rassi, professor of otgani' 
chemistry at Spanfon 
University in California 
were given the medical sci - 
ence award, Mr. Kaser 
said in a statement receive / 

Friday. Frederick Sai <C 
Ghana, president of th;. -" 

International Planned Pa : • 
renthood Federation, an../'-'. 

Nafis Sadik, exeentiv'-' 
director of the Unite 
Nations Population Flint/ 
were given the pnblt^j-- 

healtb award, he saicrj — _ — 

Princess Maha Chakjjiw. 

Sirindhora is to confer ttr I j j £ t p f jr* 
awards. which carr * £ 

$50,000 cash prizes, inj r 4 . 
ceremony at the Anantfl (Jf j Q p L 

Samakhom throne ball hex ’ j[ j 

on Jan. 3 1. The awards an . . 

named after Princ-. 

Mahidol of Songkla, 

Harvard-educated doctc.. 
who was the father of Kip;... 

Bhumibol Adulyadej- Tb...; 
prince devoted himself [ 
helping people and It.; • 
known as the father ofT® . 
medicine and public bealu ; 

This is the fourth year 
Prince Mahidol Foundatio. - 
has given the awards. : ; ' ■ 

‘Hong Kong is oni / 
of the safest cities . 

HONG KONG (AFP) - - 

The number of reports, . 

crimes in Hong Kong la 

year increased 4.6 per cei 

from 1994 to 9L886 casf\: - 

in 1995 but it remains on .^ 7 ^ 

of the safest cities in “'iff ... 

world, its chief of p°l*> 

has said. Police Comp^ 1 ' s 

sioner Eddie Hui Ki-0 1 .. -. 

rold a press conference tr . ; 

increase was mainly re 31 ;-; ■ 

up of woundings, vanot ; 

thefts and narcotics case" . 

With crime detection^ rai - 

remaining steady at 52 p. ^ ._ 

cent, "Hong Kong reffl^ V. ' 
one of the world's . ' 
cities," said Mr. Hul/*" 
said violent cn 111 • 

decreased last year, \- 
dally robberies involve; y . 

Firearms, which . .. 

significantly by 35./ P* V 
cent. ■ . 
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Divers inspect sunken Cousteau 
vessel, shipyard maintains silence 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Divers Friday inspected French 
oceanographer Jacques- Yves Cousteau's sunken vessel, the 
Calypso, at a Singapore shipyard prior to salvage opera- 
tions, witnesses said. 

The unidentified divers, accompanied by a video and pho- 
tographic team, rode a rubber diDghy to the famous wood- 
en-hdled vessel, now lying on its side in shallow waters 
where it sank Monday after being accidentally rammed by 
another vessel. 

An AFP photographer was not allowed to go near them 
and officials at the shipyard of the Kwong Soon 
Engineering Co. Pte. Ltd., where the ageing vessel had been 
berthed for 16 months, remained tight-lipped. 

Shipping sources said insurance matters were still being 
sorted out The Port of Singapore Authority was moniroring 
the case but bad not yet stepped in. they added. 

Singapore television said three officials from the 
Cousteau Society in France — a marine biologist, an 
oceanographer and a marine inspector — had arrived in 
Singapore to look into salvage operations. 

They could not be reached for comment 


There are plans to refloat the ship and fetire it to an 
unnamed port Mr. Cousteau had long planned to replace 
the vessel and had been raising funds to build on ultramod- 
ern version to be called Calypso JI. 

• The Cousteau Society said the Calypso sank after being 
accidentally holed by another vessel at the shipyard, where 
it had been stationed since September 1994 after returning 
from a mission to China and Vietnam. 

The highly-decorated Cousteau, 85, had used the Calypso 
to ply the oceans in a career dedicated to marine conserva- 
tion. 

The vessel, a converted British minesweeper used by Mr. 
Cousteau for over four decades, had used Singapore as a 
base in between missions. 

Mr. Cousteau founded the undersea research group of the 
French navy in 1945 and five years later became comman- 
der of the Calypso. He is known for such films as the “the 
silent world" and “the living sea." 

He also helped develop the aqualung breathing device for 
divers. 


Tanzanian army will not tolerate 
incursions — commander 


DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) 
— Tanzania’s army will no 
longer tolerate incursions 
by Burundian troops on the 
pretext of pursuing rebels, 
its commander, General 
Robert Mboma, warned on 
the border. 

“Burundi’s armed forces 
must stop wounding 
Tanzanians in skirmishes 
with rebel groups going on 
near the border as 
Tanzanian armed forces will 
not tolerate the incidents for 
much longer,” Gen. Mboma 
said during a visit to the 
Kagunga border post in the 
western Kigoma region bor- 
dering Burundi, the 
Guardian newspaper report- 
ed Friday. 

He sounded the warning 
after being given a list of 


Tanzanian villagers wound- 
ed by Burundian soldiers 
and meeting residents and 
soldiers guarding the area. 

According to the army 
chief. Tanzania spends at 
least $380,000 a mootb to 
repulse would-be refugees, 
mostly from Burundi. 

Tanzania, which hosts 
some 700,000 refugees, 
closed its border with 
Burundi early last year to 
prevent a fresh inflow from 
that unstable central African 
state. 

The government has com- 
plained . of the increasing 
burden of hosting the 
refugees, and Gen. Mboma 
said more money would 
have to be spent on them 
over the next few months 
because various aid organi- 


sations were cutting back on 
their assistance. 

President Benjamin 
Mkapa, who took office last 
month, has already made it 
clear to presidents Sylvester 
Ntibantunganya of Burundi 
and Pasteur Bizimungu of 
Rwanda that his govern- 
ment wants the refugees to 
return home as soon as pos- 
sible. 

“We will not entertain the 
idea of having permanent 
refugees in Tanzania. They 
must go home ... The gov- 
ernments of Burundi and 
Rwanda must create a con- 
ducive atmosphere for their 
return and settlement," he 
said after separate meetings 
with the two presidents late 
last month. 


Burmese troops regrouping 
for attacks on Karenni rebels 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Government troops attack- 
ing a key position held by 
ethnic Karenni rebels in 
eastern Burma have with- 
drawn in preparation for a 
fresh assault, a Karenni 
source said Friday. 

The situation around 
Rambo Hill, adjacent to the 
Thai province of Mae Hong 
Son, was reported to be 
calm as Burmese troops 
regrouped for another attack 
after unsuccessful attempts 
over the past week, the 
source said. 

He denied reports the hill, 
about six kilometres from 
the Thai border in the east- 
ern state of Kayah, had fall- 
en to Burmese troops, who 


he said had sustained casu- 
alties in repeated assaults on 
the Karenni position. 

The source did not give 
casualty figures for either 
side, but a Karenni statment 
said Monday that 10 

Burmese had been killed in 
attacks on Rambo hill. 

The hill was named for a 
Karenni guerrilla who dis- 
tinguished himself fighting 
Burmese forces in the area, 
for which he was dubbed 
“Rambo,” after the one-man 
army movie character 

played by Sylvester 
Stallone, the source said. 

The source, speaking by 
telephone from Mae Hong 
Son, said that some 1,000 
Burmese troops were 


preparing to move into 
Karenni-held areas of the 
remote state. He put the cur- 
rent Burmese troop level at 
3,600 men statewide. 

He has estimated that the 
Karenni have only some 
1,000 men under arms. 

“The situation is critical 
because now is the dry sea- 
son and the time for 
SLORC to launch atitacks," 
he said, referring to the 
State Law and Order 
Restoration Council, as the 
Burmese junta is officially 
known. 

The Karenni say Burmese 
troops have terrorised peo- 
ple in rebel areas, burning 
houses and crops. 


Bhutto 
party sees 


victory in 
by-election 

KARACHI (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s party was heading 
for a landslide victory 
Friday in a by-election in a 
key southern province, as 
the opposition accused the 
government of rigging the 
poll. 

Unofficial counting of 
ballots in voting Thursday 
for the national assembly 
seat at Sanghar, a district in 
Sind province, some 500 
kilometres northeast of 
here, showed an over- 
whelming lead by a candi- 
date from the ruling 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP), Fida Hussain Dero. 

The opposition Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) 
announced halfway 
through the vote Thursday 
that it was boycotting the 
election, charging the gov- 
ernment with massive rig- 
ging; stuffing of ballot 
boxes and voter intimida- 
tion. 

Senator Ishtiaq Azhar of 
the ethnic-based Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM) 
also accused the govern- 
ment of manipulating the 
voting and said over 50 
MQM workers had been 
arrested during the polling. 
The MQM was supporting 
the PML candidate. 

“They (the PPP) had a 
good opportunity to build 
up their credibility with 
Thursday’s election,” said 
PML leader Haleem 
Siddiqui. “Now no-one can 
trust them to hold even a 
mid-term election." 


Police killing of 10-year-old girl sparks outrage in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) 
— The killing of a 10-year- 
old girl as police opened 
fire to clamp down on a 
demonstration was drawing 
outrage Friday from the 
public and the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Two days after the girl’s 
killing during the protest in 
l’Estere, north of the capi- 
tal, the church’s local justice 
and peace commission 
Friday formally protested 
the tragedy. Three other 
people were injured by 


police gunfire in the inci- 
dent. 

Father Daniel Roussiere 
called for swift legal action 
and for prompt payment of 
reparation to the victim’s 
family. 

The protestors had been 
blocking Haiti’s main north- 
south highway over the lack 
of electricity which was 
making water pumping 
needed to irrigate rice crops 
impossible in the region. 

Prime Minister Claudette 
Werleigh said after the 


killing that one of the 
policemen involved had 
been arrested. 

National Police 

spokesman Herold Israel 
said Thursday the demon- 
strators had taken hostage 
six policemen during the 
violent incident and that 
three other officers were 
injured 

He also said officers had 
been ordered not to use 
firearms at demonstrations, 
and only to use their service 
weapons when their lives 


were in danger. 

Tuesday two employees 
of the state electricity of 
Haiti were injured by partic- 
ipants in a demonstration 
outside a heating plant in 
the town of Gonaives, 153 
kilometres northwest of the 
capital, in protest over lack 
of electricity. 

Haiti is suffering from low 
electrical supplies due to the 
dry winter season, which 
reduces much of the coun- 
try’s hydroelectric power. 


Chun indicted for taking millions 
in bribes from businessmen 


SEOUL (AFP) — Former 
South Korean President 
Chon Doo-Hwan was 
indicted here Friday on cor- 
ruption charges related to a 
huge $910 million slush 
fund amassed while in 
office from 1980 to 1988, 
prosecutors said. 

“We have indicted former 
President Chun Doo-Hwan 
for receiving $280 million 
in bribes from 42 of the 
country’s businessmen,” 
Lee Jong-Chan, a senior 
prosecutor, said in a nation- 
ally-televised annoucement 

But the businessmen 
implicated in Mr. Chun’s 
fund were not charged 
because the statute of limi- 
tations on their alleged 
crimes had expired, prose- 
cutors said 

The prosecution served 
the mdictment while Mr. 
Chun, 64, was in Seoul 
Police Hospital recovering 
from a 27-day fast to protest 
his imprisonment on Dec. 3 
on charges linked to the 
1979 coup that brought him 
to power. 

It made Mr. Chun, whom 
doctors said reacted with 
gloom and “silence" to the 
news, the second former 
head of state to be indicted 
for massive corruption 


within two months. 

His successor and former 
military classmate, Roh 
Tae-Woo, was jailed on 
bribery charges in 
November in connection 
with a $650 million slush 
fund 

Between them, the two are 
alleged to have more 
than $1.5 billion from busi- 
nessmen in 13 years. 

On top of the $910 mil- 
lion, Mr. Chun received 
$325 million in contribu- 
tions to government founda- 
tions, prosecutors said, 
adding that they had traced 
$130 millions held by Ml 
C hun in real estate and 
financial assets. 

Mr. Chun had shredded all 
financial records connected 
with the slush fund before 
being arrested, prosecutor 
Kim Sung- Ho told reporters 
later. 

A Police Hospital doctor 
said “Mr. Chun remained 
silent all day long and 
looked displeased after 
learning that he was formal- 
ly indicted,” while the 
politicians expressed 
amazement at the enormity 
of the slush fund. 

“We are astonished by the 
astronomical amount ... 
Chun should be strictly pun- 


ished,” said Park Jie-Won, a 
spokesman of the main 
opposition party. National 
Congress for New Politics 
(NCNP). 

The NCNP also repeated a 
long-standing demand that 
President Kun Young-Sam 
reveal the source of his 
1992 election campaign 
funding, some of which 
they allege came from Mr. 
Roh and Mr. Chun. 

The president’s New 
Korea Party said there 
should be no mercy for Ml 
C hun. 

Indicted with Mr. Chun 
were five confidantes, 
charged with acting as mid- 
dlemen between foe busi- 
ness conglomerates and foe 
former head of state and 
with helping him amass the 
slush fond. 

Of the five indicted, three 
face trial without physical 
detention — his former 
chief economic adviser, 
Sagong D, the former bead 
of National Security Board, 
Ahn Moo-Hyuk, and foe 
former chief of bank super- 
visory board, Lee Won-Jo. 

The two others, Mr. 
Chun’s former security ser- 
vice bead Ahn Hyun-Tae 
and former tax administra- 
tion chief Sung Yong- 


Wook, were arrested 
Wednesday. 

The conglomerates named 
in the Chun indictment 
included the country’s top 
business groups such as 
Samsung, Daewoo and 
Dong-Ah, whose heads 
were indicted without 
detention in the Roh case. 

Mr. Roh is currently on 
trial, with seven top busi- 
ness leaders, charged with 
raising $370 million in 
bribes from businessmen 
during his tenure from 1988 
to 1993. 

When he left office in 
1988 after violent pro- 
democracy demonstrations, 
Mr. Chun was hounded into 
internal exile for two years 
in a remote Buddhist 
monastery with his wife. 

At foe time, be turned SIS 
million of “political foods" 
over to the state, stating that 
he would be to blame if any 
more hidden assets were 
found. 

Mr. Roh and Mr. Chun 
also face indictment on 
charges of masterminding 
foe 1980 massacre of civil- 
ians by martial law troops in 
the southern city of 
Kwangju. 


U.S. senator 
calls on 
North 
Korea to 
reduce 1 
tensions 
with South 

SEOUL (AFP) — Visiting 
U.S. Senator Sam Norm 
Friday said emergency rice 
aid to North Korea should 
be fconditional on North 
Korean efforts to reduce 
tensions on the Korean 
Pe ninsula. 

“Any form of economic 
assistance and cooperation 
will be difficult unless we 
see dear signs that North 
Korea reduces tension and 
danger (on foe Korean 
peninsula)," said Mr. 
Nunn, ranking minority 
member of foe Senate 
Armed Services 

Committee, at a pre-depar- 
ture press conference after 
a three-day visit 
Ml Nunn called North 
Korea’s food shortages a 
“real problem" but said 
they were caused by struc- 
tural problems exacerbated 
by a series of devastating 
floods, and could not be 
solved with a single injec- 
tion of emergency aid. 

But if the North chooses 
commitment (to reduced 
tensions), foe United States 
and South Korea would be 
prepared to coordinate 
efforts to ease the North’s 
dire food problems, he 
said. 

A tripartite assistant viee- 
ministrial meeting among 
South Korea, The United 
States and Japan, slated for 
Jan. 25 in Hawaii, would 
offer an important opportu- 
nity to planning for any 
such aid, be said 
“We need a long-range, 
comprehensive plan in 
terms of economic 
approach to North Korea," 
Mr. Nunn said 
The three countries, he 
said would discuss a broad 
range of issues as« well as 
relief rice aid to North 
Korea, where the United 
Nations say up to two mil- 
lion children face starva- 
tion this winter and spring. 

Mr. Nunn also stressed 
that South Korean and the 
37,000 U.S. military forces 
based here posed no threat 
to the North. 

Other items to be dis- 
cussed in Hawaii include a 
possible reduction of the 
size of foe huge standing 
armies on the peninsula, 
possible North-South prior 
notification of military 
exercises, the establish- 
ment of crisis prevention 
centre and the issue of 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 


Pakistani suspects freed 
in the Philippines 


MANILA (AFP) — Four 
Pakistanis arrested in the 
Philippines last month on 
suspicion of being Islamic 
terrorists have been freed 
after police foiled to present 
evidence against them, the 
bureau of immigration said 
Friday. 

Ishtiaq Ahmed Khan, . 
Mohammad Ahmad Khan, 
Imtiaz Mohammad Yami n 
and Mohammad Mubin 
Khan had been among 35 
south Asian and Middle 
Eastern suspects, axroted : 
since December in an ongo- 
ing campaign against for- 
eign extremist groups 
allegedly operating here. 

Five of the suspects have 
been charged in court with 
illegal possession of explo- 
sives. 

But the four Pakistanis 
were released from the 
bureau’s jail Thursday after 
the Philippine National 
Police advised the agency 
that “there was no legal 
basis to file criminal 
charges” against them. 
Commissioner Leandro 
Verceles told reporters. 

The four were picked up 
by police in foe Ermita 
tourist district here on Dec. 
20 in an ongoing operation 
against alleged Islamic ter- 
rorists who plotted to assas- 
sinate President Fidel 
Ramos, Pope John Paul n 
and other officials. 

“Our verification of their 
passports showed that they 
were properly admitted, 
that their visas are still valid 
and that their names do not 
appear in our derogatory 
list,” Ml Verceles said. 

The anti-terrorist cam- 
paign suffered another set- 
back Friday when Manila 
newspapers published alle- 
gations that high-ranking 
police officials had planted 
incriminating evidence 
against some of foe 35 sus- 
pects. 

The charges were made 
by former Filipino Muslim 


extremist leader Edwin 
Angeles, 29, who was 
arrested in February 1995 
and later agreed to turn 
informer 

The former deputy chief 
of the separatist Abu Sayyaf 
was quoted as saying that 
the crackdown had been 
conducted “to paint a sce- 
nario that will pave the way 
for the immediate passage 
of foe anti-terrorism bill." 

The proposed bill allows 
police to arrest suspects 
without court warrants and 
to defom^-suspected terror- 
ists for op to 30 days with- 
out charge. 

“I couldn’t take it that 
they just arrested people 
and planted evidence,” Mr. 
Angeles was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Among those he accused 
was Interior Secretary 
Rafael Alunan who rejected 
the allegations Friday but 
made no statement absolv- 
ing the police. 

“The claims he made 
against me are unjust, unfair 
and untrue. Planting of evi- 
dence is against foe law,” he 
said, and that ^ have to this 
day remained loyal to this 
oath” of upholding foe law. 

*1 have instructed 
(Philippine National Police 
Director-General Recaredo) 
Sanniento to get to the bot- 
tom of this matter as soon 
as possible," Mr. Alunan 
said, adding that he was fil- 
ing libel charges against foe 

info rman t 

In an interview aired over 
state television, Mr. Alunan 
said “its definitely a demo- 
lition job and I’U just see 
him in court.” 

Mr. Angeles did not spec- 
ify what evidence was 
allegedly planted against 
the suspects, five of whom 
have been charged with ille- 
gal possession of explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Angeles agreed to 
help foe military last year 
and confirmed links 


between the Abu Sayyaf, 
which is engaged in bomb- 
ings and kidnappings in foe 
southern Philippines, with a 
foreign group headed bv 
U.S. World Trade Center 
bombing suspect, Ramzi 
Yussef. 

Mr. Angeles denied that 
those arrested in recent 
weeks were terrorists. 

“The real terrorists are 
still at large," he said. 

He cited the case of one of 
those arrested. Mohammad 
Awes, who- was ’ mistaken 
for Abdul Hakim Majid, 
Yussef s accomplice in a 
plot to assassinate foe Pope 
during his visit here a year 
ago. 

Mr. -Angeles also cited 
Adel Annon, who owns a 
Manila meat shop. He was 
arrested “simply because he 
was the brother of Ramzi 
Yussef,” he said. 

He added he was ordered 
by police of the intelligence 
command to buy firearms 
and explosives from 
“sources outside the police 
and military" that would be 
used as evidence against the 
foreigners. 

Mr. Sanniento denied Mr. ■ 
Angeles' charges, but said 
he would “not hesitate to 
punish” any police found to 
have used planted evidence 
to arrest foe 35 suspects. 

National Police spokes- 
man senior Superintendent 
Arturo Lomibao said Mr. 
Angeles’s allegations may 
be intended to “enhance his 
popularity" to increase the 
money be has been offered 
from a movie studio that is 
bidding to buy foe rights to 
bis story. 

Lawyers for the detainees 
and government critics have 
previously claimed that foe 
alleged tenor plot was a 
government ploy. But 
President Fidel Ramos 
Wednesday asserted that foe 
threat was real. 


Mbeki to visit Christmas day 


massacre site 


PRETORIA (AFP) — 
South Africa’s Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki is to 
pay another visit Sunday to 
the shobashobane village in 
Kwazulu-Natal where 19 
people were killed in last 
year’s Christmas day mas- 
sacre. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Mbeki's office said the 
deputy president would 
arrive in the area shortly 
before midday and spend 
foe afternoon with the local 
people. He would be 
accompanied by safety and 
Security Minister Sydney 
Mufuniadi and Deputy 
'Intelligence Services 
Minister Joe Nhlanhla. 


“His visit will send a very 
strong message that vio- 
lence will no longer be tol- 
erated in foe province,” the 
spokesman said. 

The Kwazulu-Natal 
province on the eastern side 
of the' country has been a 
battlefield where supporters 
of the African National 
Congress and the Zulu 
based Inkafoa Freedom 
Party have been involved in 
violent clashes over the past 
ten years. 

The conflict has recently 
intensified in the southern 
coastal areas where the 
Christinas day massacre 
occurred. About 600 armed 
men rampaged through foe 


rural settlement of 
Shobashobane, attacking 
foe locals in broad daylight. 

Among the victims of foe 
massacre was ANC sup- 
porter Kipha Nyawosa who 
lost 14 family members of 
his family in previous 
attacks on foe village. 

Mr. Mbeki visited the area 
foe day after foe massacre 
and then attended the funer- 
al for foe victims on Jan. 6. 
Mr. Mbeki's spokesman 
said foe purpose of foe visit 
was also to assure iocals 
that the government would 
not allow people to be 
forced out of foeir living 
areas by threats and intimi- 
dation. 
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The King in Tel Aviv 


ARABIC HEADLINES welcoming His Majesty 
King Hussein to Tel Aviv spanned the front pages 
of the Israeli press. Israeli officials were conspi- 
cuously euphoric about the visit. And so were the 
Israeli people. Thousands of men, women and 
children lined the streets as the King’s motorcade 
passed through the streets of Tel Aviv-Haifa. 
Their hands carried Jordanian and Israeli flags. 
Their words were of welcome. The message: We 
love the King; we trust him. 

These sentiments have — or should have — 
implications that go beyond those of a people who 
have special feelings for a leader of a neighbour- 
ing country. They can be a significant asset in 
pushing the drive for comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East forward. 

The simple reality is that the Arabs have lost 
the war with Israel. Through the decades of 
military approach to the conflict with the Jewish 
state, the Arabs won back nothing of their 
usurped rights. Israel was simply stronger. It 
could win the war. And in war there is only one 
result: some lose; and some win. 

But there can be more than one winner in the 
Joint struggle for peace. The struggle is launched 
through pragmatic approaches that are sensitive 
to the constraints of reality. Compromise and 
concessions are what get this process moving. 

The question is why should anybody comprom- 
ise on something that they believe is theirs. The 
answer is to gain something more valuable than 
that which has been forsaken. 

In the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
peace is the reward that will be gained from- 
compromise. The need for peace is mutual. The 
Arabs need it; the Israelis need it even more. 

The conflict with Israel is still far from over. 
Peace cannot prevail before Israel withdraws 
from Arab lands it still occupies: before it stops 
to torture and imprison Arab people and deprive 
them of their right to a decent and dignified life; 
and before it dearly demonstrates that it wants to 
live and let live, with its future polides geared 
towards a genuine desire for peace rather than 
being a reflection of the fake sense of security 
that its military power seems to provide. 

The Israelis have to fulfil these requirements in 
order to get the Arabs to accept them; and the 
Arabs have to convince the Israelis of the 
viability of peace in order to encourage them to 
do what it takes to win the Arabs’ confidence. 

The popularity of the King among Israelis can 
play a significant role in this regard. This 
popularity should be capitalised on not just by 
Jordanians, but by the rest of the Arabs as well. 

The impression that one got from the display of 
warm feelings by the Israelis to the King is that 
His Majesty is a man with whom the Israelis can 
do business, that he is a man whose word they 
trust and whose judgement they value. The 
weight that King Hussein carries with the Israelis 
is unmatched by any other Arab leader. This 
weight can only help the Arabs in their en- 
deavours to regain their rights. Palestinians can 
and should rely on the King’s good office as they 
negotiate with the Israelis. So can and should the 
Syrians. The King's commitment to the Arabs 
and their rights has been demonstrated in 
unquestionable terms: his ability to help attain 
these rights has been proven in no less dear way. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily hailed His Majesty King Hussein's visit to 
Israel on Wednesday as a first step towards a new era 
marked by serious efforts for the building of peace between 
Jordan and the Jewish state. The visit was one more station 
in the peace process and came to further corroborate the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, whose provisions are being 
implemented for the interests of the two peoples, said the 
paper. The extent of the enthusiastic welcome accorded to 
King Hussein during this visit, said the paper, reflected the 
genuine yearning of the Israeli people towards living in 
peace and building peace with Jordan to benefit the future 
generations. The welcome also expressed Israel's deep 
appreciation of the King's efforts to bring about a 
comprehensive peace to the region that has been plagued 
by conflicts for many decades, added the paper. According 
to the daily, the peace between Israel and Jordan should 
serve as a model to be copied on the other Arab-Israeli 
tracks because it is a peace That guarantees coexistence and 
one that has secured the return of all the occupied 
Jordanian lands to the Kingdom. It said the Jordan-Israel 
peace was not only needed for the peoples of the two 
countries but rather for the whole Arab region. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr Musa 


Leader with a vision 


THE SUCCESSFUL visit of His Majesty King Hussein 
to Israel on Wednesday was indeed a landmark in 
Jordanian-Israeli relations after the signing of the peace 
treaty between the two countries more than one year ago. 
Beyond that, however, the visit was a resounding 
reaffirmation of the forward-looking vision of the King 
as a leader whose guidance has been the pivotal factor in 
taking us Jordanians major steps ahead of developments 
which otherwise would have impeded our march. 

The very survival of Jordan, a small country amid 
giants in a region where political stability has been hard 
to come by. and the Kingdom's emergence as a key 
regional player over the decades speak volumes for the 
wisdom of the King, whose decisions have always met 
the requirements of the age far ahead of time. 

It is only a matter of time before an overwhelming 
majority of the Arab states would seek political and 
interaction with the State of Israel after decades of 
conflict, but Iordan has set an example for the nature of 
.that interaction after signing peace with Israel. 

Of course, the Jordanian-Israeli interaction did not 
come out of a vacuum. It came after Israel showed that it 
was willing to accommodate the political requirements 
of peace with the Arabs and was ready to do what it 
would take to be accepted and integrated as a member of 
the Middle Eastern order. It is a gradual process that 
would take some time, but King Hussein, anticipating 
the change in the region years ahead of others, moved 


fast to serve Jordanian interests by placing Jordan and 
Jordanians in the most effective position to lead the 
change by establishing a warm and cordial relationship' 
with Israel. 

Notwithstanding the narrowminded assertions and 
claims of critics of peace, common Jordanian-Israeli 
interests are not confined to water or tourism or the 
elements outlined in the peace treaty. The requirements 
of the strategic objectives of both countries waiTant 
jnuch closer interaction and the King, in his visit to 
Israel, reaffirmed that Jordan had understood this concept 
far ahead of its fellow members in the Arab League. 

It is safe to say that in 10 years time, the winds of 
change brought in by political globalisation would 
sweep cardboard entities throughout the world, including 
the Middle East. 

As far as Jordan is concerned, the requirement of 
today, and indeed of tomorrow, is close interaction with 
Israel, and this was exemplified in the Kingdom's move 
to make peace with Israel and then to consolidate 
relations with the Jewish state. 

King Hussein has placed Jordan in a position not 
only to be conducive to the demands of change but also 
to "he able to lead change by undertaking timely 
political action. Peace with Israel was one of the key 
elements of such political action, and over and above 
such a move. Jordan is determined to consolidate 


Sino-British ties thaw 
but much remains to be done 


By Benjamin Kang Lira 
Reuter 

BEIJING — British Fore- 
ign Secretary Malcolm Rjf- 
kind’s visit to China this 
week is part of a thaw in 
ties but diplomats said real 
advances in accord on de- 
tails of Hong Kong’s hand- 
over would depend on what 
action is taken. 

Mr. Rifkind's three-day 
visit to Beijing ending on 
Thursday extended the 
thaw in Sino-British rela- 
tions resulting from a visit 
by his Chinese counterpart, 
Qian Qichen, to London 
last October, Western di- 
plomats said on Friday. 

Mr. Rifkind Reached 
agreement in bis talks with 
China’s leaders on issues 
ranging from air services 
and the right of abode in 
Hang Kong after the co ir- 
ony’s handover to China to 
progress on a decision on 
the award of a container 
terminal contract. 

But some were sceptical 
of the agreements. 

"Already there are signs 
that China may be rolling 
back from what was agreed 
in the meetings,” one di- 
plomat said, noting that the 
Chinese were saying 
achievements need to be 
hammered out in the joint 
liaison group. 


Commentaries in Hong 
Kong newspapers wel- 
comed the exatended thaw, 
but described the agree- 
ments readied as very pre- 
liminary. much work re- 
mained, they said. 

Diplomats said the thaw 
was posisble because of 
Britain’s waning and Chi- 
na’s increasing influence in 
the territory. 

"This is a watershed be- 
cause finally Britain has 
stopped the pretence they 
have any control over the 
future of Hong Kong," the 
diplomat said. 

“The mood in Beijing is 
jolly. The Chinese had a 
sense that Britain (has) 
finally accepted China 
would run the show,” the 
diplomat said. 

China's stand on issues of 
contention was expected to 
prevail. in:- the :18 months 
before the handover at 
midnight on June 30. 1997. 

“On the Chinese side, 
they believe... time will be 
on their side. Therefore 
there is less need to adopt a 
high moral position,” 
another diplomat said. 

Beijing has ruled out eas- 
ing an effective ban on con- 
tacts with Hong Kong gov- 
ernor Chris Patten. Sino- 
British ties had soured in 
the early 1990s after Patten 
angered China by un- 


ilaterally introducing 
democratic reforms in the 
colony. 

China is also determined 
to dissolve Hong Kong's 
legislature in 1997. 

“This is a dosed case. 
China's stand will not 
change," Chinese Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Chen 
Jian said on Thursday when' 
asked if China was open to 
persuasion on the dissolu- 
tion of the British colony's 
first fully elected legisla- 
ture. 

• Mr. Rifkind had asked 
China's leaders to rethink 
their decision to disband 
the 60*eat legislature, re- 
turned in September, 
saying it has popular sup- 
port. 

Despite the sceptism and 
pessimism, Mr. Rifkind 
was able to raise human 
Tights concerns With 
Chinese leaders during his 
visit without meeting the 
angry riposte that marred 
previous meetings. 

Britain agreed to up- 
grade military exchanges, 
virtually frozen since Chi- 
na’s 1989 army crackdown 
on student pro-democracy 
demonstrators in Tianan- 
men Square. 

In Hong Kong, the rip- 
ples from Mr. Rifkind's 
visit have largely died 
away, indicating that most 


of the tenitory's people 
have already written off 
British influence and all 
eyes have turned to Beij- 
ing. 

Only about half the leg- 
islative council turned up 
for Mr. Rifkind's briefing 
on Monday, the first ever 
by a British foreign secret- 
ary, in Hong Kong. 

It was standing room 
only when the Chinese offi- 
cial in charge of Hong 
Kong, Lu Ping, spoke at 
function during his visit 
there in the middle of last 
year. 

Hong Kong people, in 
the words of Independent 


politician Emily Lau. are 
pragmatists. They know 
the power lies with China 
and not with yesterday’s 
sovereign, Britain. 

Much attention in Hong 
Kong- is focused on the 
inaugural meeting in Beij- 
ing later this month of the 
150-member preparatory 
committee, appointed by 
China to transform the 
British colony into a 
Chinese special administra- 
tive region. 

The committee's every 
word and action will be 
minutely .examined and 
analysed' in Hong Kong as 
it tries to divine what lies in 
store after June 30, 1997, 
observers say. 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 

PARIS — Francois Mitter- 
rand may carry his vision of 
European unity to the grave 
with him today. 

The death of the former 
socialist president coincides 
with the waning of French 
enthusiasm for a certain 
form of European integra- 
tion. Euro-scepticism is 
gaining ground in Paris de- 
spite President Jacques 
Chirac's commitment to a 
single EU currency. 

“The former head of 
state did more than any of 
his predecessors to advance 
European construction. But 
Francois Mitterrand's 
Europe was a cold war 
Europe. (He) found it hard 
to adapt to the upheavals in 
the east, and failed to man- 
age the Yugoslav crisis,” Le 
Monde commentator Claire 
Trean said. 

"He did not manage to 
adapt to the 1990s and his 
star faded well before he 
left the Elysee Palace," she 
wrote. 

Mr. Chirac has made 
clear in the eight months 
snee he took over from 
Mitterrand that he is more 
in the nationalist tradition 
of General Charles de 
Gaulle and will not hesitate 
to put France's national in- 
terests ahead of the views of 
its European partners. 

His decision to conduct a 
last series of nudear tests, 
without consulting and 
against the wishes of most 
EU states, and his mainte- 
nance of border controls 
that had been due to go 


under the Schengen Con- 
vention, symbolised the 
change. 

Although such compari- 
sons draw denials from his 
office, Mr. Chirac's vision 
of Europe is closer to Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John 
Major's than to German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's. 

In the debate after the 
fall of communism in 1989 
between those who advo- 
cated deepening the ex- 
isting west European Com- 
munity (EU) and those who 
favoured a rapid widening 
to the east. Mr. Mitterrand 
was a “deepener”. Mr. 
Chirac is a “widener." 

French and international 
tributes to Mr. Mitterrand 
stressed his role as the 
architect of the 1991 Maas- ‘ 
tricht Treaty on European 
Union, m partnership with 
Mr. Kohl. 

Both statesmen were 
concerned that the 1990 
reunification of Germany, 
which was bound to make h 
Europe's dominant power, 
should be accompanied by a 
leap forward in European 
integration towards a com- 
mon foreign and defence 
policy and currency. 

Their determination to 
press ahead with European 
Unity as an insurance 
against any possible return 
of Franco-German conflict 
was symbolised when they 
joined hands in Verdun in 
1984 on the site of one of 
the bloodiest battles of 
World War I. 

“For Mr. Mitterrand, 
Europe was the guarantee 
of peace and the guarantee 
of a certain permanence of 
French grandeur,” his for- 




Francois Mitterrand 

mer chief-of-staff Jean- 
Louis Bianco said. 

But despite (he support 
of most of the political and 
business establishment, 
French voters approved 
Maastricht only by a whis- 
ker in a 1992 referendum. 
Recent opinion polls show a 
majority would vote against 
it if the ballot were held 
again. 

The treaty became a 
focus for unease at the EU’s 
remoteness, a convenient 
scapegoat for domestic 
politicians at a time of re- 
cession and high unemploy- 
ment, and a butt for frustra- 
tion at European impotence 
during the Bosnia war. 

Some blamed Maastricht 
for forcing painful welfare 
reforms ana budget cuts 
which triggered a 24-day 
public transport strike late 


last year. 

The fastest-rising politi- 
cian in France at present is 
probably National Assem- 
bly Speaker Philippe Se- 
guin, who led the anti- 
Maastricht referendum 
campaign. 

“Maastricht was the high- 
water mark of a certain 
form of integration for 
which Mr. Mitterrand 
stood. What follows may 
not be less European but it 
will be different,’' a senior 
official said. 

When former president 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing, 
who shared similar Euro- 
pean ideals, called last 
week for a national debate 
on the future of EU integra- 
tion. the reaction in the 
ruling centre-right coalition 
was that voters were sick 
and tired of hearings about 
Europe. 

While Mr. Chirac wants 
to build on the treaty's 
foundations for a common 
European foreign and de- 
fence policy, be has drawn a 
pragmatic lesson from die 
Yugoslav crisis by moving 
France back closer towards 
the U.S.-dominated NATO 
alliance. 

The accession of three 
new members with a strong 
neutral tradition — 
Sweden, Finland and Au- 
stria — has compounded 
the difficulty of developing 
an interventionist EU fore- 
ign policy. 

And the prospect of up to 
30 nations sitting around 
the EU summit table early 
next century will fun- 
damentally alter the cosy 
Europe which Mr. Mitter- 
rand cherished. 


economic, cultural and social inieraction with Israel. 

Critics of peace may not agree with this perception, 
but it is only a matter of time before they would stand 
corrected. So would those who seem to specialise in 
deception and procrastination without apparently 
realising that if they do not accept the inevitability of 
political change brought in by political globalisation, 
then change would be imposed on them whether they 
like it or not. History has proved it so. 

The warmth of the welcome that King Hussein 
received in Israel, more significantly from the Israeli 
people who lined up the streets to cheer His Majesty, 
was moving. It is highly unlikely that any Arab leader 
who has either made peace with Israel or is in the 
process of doing so would ever receive such warmth 
from Israelis. 

The Israelis who waved Jordanian and Israeli flags as 
the King drove by were not brought there by the Israeli 
government; they were there by their own choice and 
will and wanted to show their affect ion and appreciation 
for King Hussein not only as leader of Jordan which has 
made peace with Israel but also as an Arab and world 
leader whose vision is not narrowed down to the 
immediate political interests of the day but to a future 
that bodes well for the interests of the people of Jordan 
and Israel as well as the rest of the region if they are 
ready and willing to live up to the demands of change. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Violence can only 
lead to more violence 


Mitterrand’s European vision 
may not survive him 


Reviewed by Ella Nasral- 
lah 

THE ASSASSINATION of 
Hamas leader Yahya 
Ayyash, the developments 
in the peace process and 
Palestinian lands as well as 
domestic affairs were dis- 
cussed extensively by the 
local Arabic dailies in the 
past week. 

Fakhri Kawar, a writer in 
A1 Dustour, said that by 
killing Mr. Ayyash, the 
Israelis have not ended 
their problem in Palestine 
because the move will invite 
reprisals on the one hand 
and complicate the negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
on the other. The writer 
said that the quarter of a 
million people who took 
part in Mr. Ayy ash's funer- 
al have sworn to take re- 
venge on the Israelis, thus 
forcing the Israeli govern- 
ment to adopt very strin- 
gent security measures to 
protect the Israeli citizens. 
The late Mr. Ayyash did 
not constitute an individual 
problem that has been eli- 
minated with his death and 
therefore, said the writer, 
one would expect retalia- 
tion and further acts of vio- 
lence that would create 
more tensions in the region. 

Yahya Ayyash represents 
the true warrior and free- 
dom fighter who lived in the 
caves and the mountains 
and diligently and inces- 
santly worked for the li- 
beration of Palestine, 
according to Bassam 
Emoush, a writer in A1 
Ra’i. While launching 
attacks on the Israelis Mr. 
Ayyash had been aware 
that he was targeted and 
that he would sooner or 
later meet his death at the 
hand of the Israeli forces, 
but nevertheless he went on 
with his resistance activi-’ 
ties, forcing the Israeli gov- 
ernment to take extra pre- 
cautionary measures to en- 
sure safety and caused con- 
stant wony to the Israeli 
society, said the writer. It is 
true that the Israelis have 
eliminated Mr. Ayyash, 
said the writer who is a 
member of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front parliamentary 
bloc, but this hero has left 
behind a legacy and a gen- 
eration of determined men 
and women to avenge his 
death and pursue the fight 
for freedom. 

In eulogising the late 
Yahya Ayyash, Nawaf 
Zaru, a writer in A1 Dus- 
tpur said the late hero was a 
living legend serving as a 
torch lighting the way for 
the freedom fighters against 
Israeli occupation. It is true 
that the Palestinian peo- 
ple's various sectors were 
all involved in the fight for 
freedom one .way or 
another, but Mr. Ayyash 
was at the lead with his 
heroic activities and dealing 
heavy blows to the Israelis. 
His resistance actions, said 
the writer, placed him on 
the top of the list of most 
wanted men by the Israeli ‘ 
forces, who seemed impo- 
tent against his daring 
attacks. All the suicide 
attacks against the Israeli 
forces, said the writer, are 
attributed to Mr. Ayyash 
the engineer, who caused 


nightmares to the Israeli - 
government. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a wri- - 
ter in A1 Ra’i daily, said . - 
that the Palestine National v 
Authority (PNA) felt 
embarassed by the killing of 
Mr. Ayyash because bis -- 
assassination took place in •_ . 
the self-rule area and be- • 
cause his killing was meant 

to drive a wedge between 

the PNA and Hamas resist- 
ance group. The writer said 
coming before the Palesti- 
nian elections, the assas- 
sination of Mr. Ayyasta tfid 
not only create new ten- 
sions but it also forced the 
Palestinians to reson to re- 
prisals and rekindle new cy- 
cles of violence that would 
not be conducive to tbe 
cause of peace, ’•i"' :"r 

Commenting on the 
PNA’s invitation to Jordan :: 
to send observers to mom- 
tor the Palestinian elec- 
lions, Fahd AJ Fanek, a - 
writer in A1 Ra’i, expressed : _ 
the view that the Jordanian - 
delegation can only support : . 

the official results. Whether : ; -. 
the elections are free and 
fair or whether there is rig- , 
ging, the Jordanian delega- ~ 
tion has no alternative but -V 
to endorse the results be- .... 
cause a negative response .... 
could be interpreted as an 
attempt to create tension y '. 
between Jordan and the 
PNA, said the writer. He J : 
said the presence of hun- 
dreds of foreign observers is ^ 
a good thing in favour of 
the PNA because these 
would give credit to the j, r 
Palestinian leadership's in- 
tegrity in case the elections . ; 
were really fair and free. ^ 

Commenting on the - 
ongoing Israeli-Syrjan 
peace negotiations, a writer : 
in A1 Dustour said that ' . 
these negotiations have =' 
been responsible for the •> 
current tension between -• 
Syria and Iran, which does 
not support peace with tbe J? 
Jewish state. But these 'r 
negotiations and the ex- \ 
pected eventual peace trea- . 
ty would give Syria more 
advantages than being a 
friend to Tehran because 
the talks will result in the 

return of the Golan Heights •_ 

and more privileges and ip- *- 
fluence for Damascus in 
Lebanon, according to Ziad 
Barak at. At the same time, ?. . 
with the peace treaty* : , 
Damascus will get rid of its 
present conflicting policies -V 
vis-a-vis its relations with - 
Iran, while trying to retain 
its strong ties with the Gulf 
states, which are opposed 
to Iran's ambitions in the 
Gulf. 

Commenting on the gov- ; 
ernment's decision to grant ... 
its employees a JD 10 raise* :; - 
Fakhri Kawar a writer in A1 .v; 
Dustour, said that the raise 
would do nothing towards 
alleviating the difficulties 
which the employees face . • 

because of the sharp riseUt 
prices of all basic conunod- ' 
ities. The writer said that it 
is true that the government ■ 
could not give its employees *r 
more than JD 10 a month. 
but at the same time it has . r 
the authority to control : 
prices and ensure that the 
majority of people hv® .y.. 
within their means andfre* . r. 
of the monopoly and greed .v ., 
of profiteers. O' ; 




‘Sound journalistic practices are the most effective 


safeguard against government restrictions’ 


Following is the full text of 
the declaration of Sana’a, 
which was issued last week 
tt the cod of a U.N./ 
UNICEF seminar on 
Promoting Independent 
and Pluralistic Arab media. 


WE, THE participants in 
die United Nations/United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation Seminar on Prom- 
oting Independent and 
Pluralistic Arab Media, 
held in Sana'a, Yemen, 
from Jan. 7 to 11; 

Bearing in mind Article 
19 of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights, 
which states that “everyone 
has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression; 
this right includes freedom 
to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, 
receive and impart in- 
formation and ideas 
^ through any media, and re- 
gardless of frontiers"; 

Recalling United Nations 
General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 59 (I) of Dec. 14, 1946, 
_ which states that freedom 
of information is a fun- 
damental human right, and 
’ . General Assembly Resdu- 
45/76 A of Dec. 11. 
1990 on information in the 
service of humanity; 

Recalling Resolution 104 
adopted by the General 
Conference of the United 
. Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) at its 
25th session in 1989, focus- 
ing on the promotion of 
“the free flow of ideas by 
word and image at interna- 
tional as well as national 
levels”; 


Recalling also Resolu- 
tion 43 adopted by the 
General Conference of 
UNESCO at its twenty- 
sixth session “recognising 
that a free, pluralistic and 
independent press is an 
essential component of any 
democratic society," and 
inviting the director- 
general “to extend to other 
regions of the world the 
action... to encourage press 
freedom and to promote 
the independence and plur- 
alism of the media 1 '; 

Further recalling United 
National General Assem- 
bly decision of Dec. 20, 
1993 on the observance of 
World Press Freedom Day 
on May 3; 

Noting with satisfaction 
the pertinent resolutions of 
the 28th session of the 
General Conference of 
UNESCO (1995), which 
stressed “the outstanding 
importance of." and en- 
dorsed, the declarations 
adopted by the participants 
of the seminars, held in 
Windhoek, Namibia April 
29-3, 1994, and which ex- 
pressed its conviction that 
“the joint UNESCO/ 
United Nations... regional 
Seminar on Promoting In- 
dependent and Pluralistic 
Arab Media to be held in 
Sana'a, Yemen in early 
1996 will contribute to 
creating conditions that will 
enable pluralistic media to 
develop and participate 
effectively in the democra- 
tisation and development 
processes in the Arab re- 
gion"; 

Stressing the growing 
role of the International 
Programme for the De- 
velopment of Communica- 


tion (IPDC) of UNESCO, 
whose Intergovernmental 
Council decided, at its 
February 1992 session, to 
give priority to projects 
which seek to reinforce in- 
dependent and pluralistic 
media; 

Noting the vital need and 
the importance of access by 
women to free expression 
and decision-making in the 
field of media; 

Noting with appreciation 
the statements made at the 
opening of the seminar by 
the United Nations Assis- 
tant Secretary General for 
Public Information on be- 
half of the secretary gener- 
al and the assistant secret- 
ary general for communica- 
tion. information and in- 
formatics fo UNESCO on 
behalf of the director 
general; 

Expressing our sincere 
appreciation to the United 
Nations and UNESCO for 
organising the seminary. 

Expressing also our sin- 
cere appreciation to all the 
intergovernmental, gov- 
ernmental and non- 
governmental bodies, orga- 
nisations, agencies and 
foundations which contri- 
buted to the United 
Nations/UNESCO efforts, 
to organise the seminar. \ 

Expressing our gratitude 
to the govement, people, 
and media organisations 
and professionals of the 
Republic of Yemen for 
their kind hospitality which 
facilitated the success of 
the seminar. 

Fully support and ex- 
press our commitment to 
the principle of Delcaration 
of Windhoek, acknowledg- 
ing its crucial importance 


for promoting free, inde- 
pendent and pluralistic 
print and broadcast media 
in all regions of the world 
and seek practical applica- 
tion of the principles en- 
shrined in this declaration. 

Welcome the worldwide 
tread towards democracy, 
freedom of expression and 
press freedom, recognise 
efforts by a number of 
Arab countries in this 
direction and urge all Arab 
states to participate in this 
historic process; 

Believe that the advent 
of new information and 
communication technolo- 
gies contributes to genuine 
cooperation, development, 
democracy and peace; ack- 
nowledge. however, that 
these technologies can be 
used to manipulate public 
opinion; and note chat gov- 
ernments in less developed 
countries do exploit the 
perceived threat of such 
technologies to justify cur- 
tailing of press freedom. 

Deplore that, in the 
Arab World, journalists, 
publishers and other media 
practitioners continue to be 
victims of harassment, 
physical assault, threats, 
arrest, detention, torture, 
abduction, exile and mur- 
der. They are also subject 
to economic and political 
pressures, including dismis- 
sal, censorship, curbs on 
travel as well as passport 
withdrawals or visa denials. 
In addition to limitations 
on the free flow of news 
and information, and on 
the circulation of periodic- 
als within countries and 
across national borders, the 
media is also subject to 
restrictions in the use of 


newsprint and other profes- 
sional equipment and 
material. Licensing and. 
abusive controls limit the 
opportunity to publish or 
broadcast; 

Believe that arrest and 
detention of journalists be- 
cause of their professional 
activities are a grave viola- 
tion of human rights and 
urge Arab governments 
that have jailed journalists 
for these reasons to release 
them immediately and un- 
conditionally. Journalists 
who have had to leave thier 
countries should be free to 
return and to resume thier 
professional activities. 
Those who have been dis- 
missed abusively should be 
allowed to regain their 
positions. 

Declare that 

Arab states should pro- 
vide and reinforce where 
they exist, constitutional 
and legal guarantees of 
freedom of expression and 
of press freedom and 
should abolish exceptional 
laws and measures limiting 
the freedom of the press; 
government tendencies to 
draw limits —“red lines" 
outside the purview of the 
law restrict these freedoms 
and are unccep table. 

The establishment of tru- 
ly independent, representa- 
tive associations, syndi- 
cates or trade unions of 
journalists, and associa- 
tions of editors and pub- 
lishers, is a matter of prior- 
ity in those Arab countr^ps 
where such bodies do not 
now exist. Any legal and 
administrative obstacles to 
the establishment of inde* 
pendent journalists' orga- 


nisations should be re- 
moved. Where necessary, 
labour relations laws 
should be elaborated in 
accordance with interna- 
tional standards; 

Sound journalistic prac- 
tices are the most effective 
safeguard against govern- 
ment restrictions and press- 
ures by special interest 
groups. Guidelines for 
journalistic standards are 
the concern of the news 
media professionals. Any 
attempts to set down stan- 
dards and guidelines should 
come from the journalists 
themselves. Disputes in- 
volving the media and/or 
media professionals in the 
exercise of their profession 
are a matter for the courts 
to decide, and cases should 
be tried under civil and not 
criminal codes and proce- 
dures; 

Journalists should be en- 
couraged to create inde- 
pendent media enterprises 
owned, run and funded by 
the journalists themselves 
and supported, if neces- 
sary, by endowments with 
guarantees that founders 
do not intervene in edito- 
rial policies; 

International assistance 
in Arab countries should 
aim to develop print and 
electronic media, indepen- 
dent and where a constitu- 
tional, effective freedom of 
information and expression 
and the independence of 
the press are guaranteed; 

State-owned broadcast- 
ing news agencies should 
be granted statutes of jour- 
nalistic and editorial inde- ( 
pendence as open public* 
service institutions. Private 
and/or community own- 


ership of broadcasting 
media and the creation of 
independent news agencies 
also should be encouraged, 
including in the rural areas; 

Arab governments 
should cooperate) with 
the United Nations and 
UNESCO, other gov- 
ernmental and non- 
governmental development 
agencies, organisations and 
professional associations, 
in order to: 

(i) Enact and/or revise 
laws with a view to: enforc- 
ing the rights to freedom of 
expression and press free-, 
dom and legally enforce- 
able free access to informa- 
tion; eliminating monopoly 
controls over news ana 
advertising; putting an end 
to all forms of social, eco- 
nomic or political discri- 
mination in broadcasting, 
in the allocation of ffeequ- 
ences, in printing, in news- 
paper ana magazine dis- 
tribution and in newsprint 
production and allocation: 
abolishing all barriers to 
launching new publications 
and any form of disdmrina- 
tory taxation; 

(ii) Initiate action to re- 
move economic barriers to 
the establishment and op- 
eration of news media out- 
lets, including restrictive 
import duties, tariffs and 
quotas for such things as 
newsprint, printing equip- 
ment, typsetting and world 
processing machinery and 
telecommunication equip- 
ment, and taxes on the sale 
of newspapers or other res- 
trictions on the public's ac- 
cess to news media; 

(iii) Improve and expand 
training of journalists and 
managers, and other media 


practitioners, without dis- 
crimination, with a view to 
upgrading their professional 
standards, also by the 
establishment of new train- 
ing centres in the countries 
where there are none, in- 
cluding Yemen. 

Seek the assistance of * 

national, regional and in- { 

temational press freedom jj 

and media professional 
organisations and other re- 
levant NGO’s to establish 
national and regional net- 
works aimed at monitoring 
and acting against viola- 
tions of free expression, to 
create data banks and to 
provide advice and technic- 
al assistance in computer- 
isation as well as interna- 
tional new technological in- 
terconnections of these 
facilities with the under- 
scoring that UNDP, IPDC 
and other development . < 
partners would consider j 

this endeavour as a major ! 

priority; j 

Request UNESCO ! 

National Commissions of [ 

the Arab states to help in « 

organising national and re- > 

gjonal meetings to enhance J 

press freedom and create * 

independent media institu- J 

tions. J 

The international com- J 

munity should contribute < 

to the achievement and im- J 

plementation of this dec- ,J 

laration. * 

This declaration should j 

be presented by the secret- < 

ary general of the United j 

Nations to the General i 

Assembly, and by the } 

Director-General of UN- ! 

ESCo to the General Con- j 

fe Fence, for follow-up and J 

implementation. * 


With election looming, 
first lady faces questions 


By Susan Cornwell 
jReuter 

WASHINGTON — The 
tuning could not have been 
worse for First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. Just as 
she prepared to polish her 
public image with a book 
about children, the ghost of 
past controversies returned. 

New questions about the 
first lady’s role in the so- 
called Whitewater and 
Travelgate affairs are thre- 
atening to reverse a recent 
improvement in her public 
approval rating and revive 
her standing as a controver- 
sial figure — just in time for 
the 1996 presidential cam- 
paign. 

Friends of President Bill 
Clmton’s wife say it is simp- 
ly unfair while some critics 
rail her a liar. Analysts say 
h is too soon to tell what the 
political fallout will be. 

“They are out to make 
her a dragon lady,” said 
Lynn Cutler, a Democratic 
activist and friend of Mrs. 
Clinton, referring to the 
first lady’s detractors. 

As for the president — 
whose own character is a 


perennial political issue — . 
he is standing by his wife. 

“If everybody in this 
country had the character 
that my wife had, we’d be a 
better place to live," Mr. 
Clinton told reporters on 
Tuesday. 

An ABC News “Night- 
line” poll released on 
showed that 50 per cent of 
respondents think Mrs. 
Clinton is not telling the 
truth about Whitewater, up 
15 points since the question 
was last asked in April 
1994. 


60 per cent in April 1994. 

Over the weekend, U.S. 
newspapers exploded with 
reports that some billing 
records had been found 
suggesting Mrs. Clinton had 
done more legal work than 
she has acknowledged for a 
thrift institution, Madison 
Guaranty, that was mired in 
the Whitewater tangle of 
Arkansas business and 
financial dealings. 

The long-sought billing 
records turned up after the 
White House made public a 
memo that suggests Mrs. 


satire in the nose. 

Some said it would be 
best for Mrs. Clinton to 
address the questions pub- 
licly, perhaps in a news 
conference. 

“I guess it’s too soon to 
know to what extent the 
public is going to be con- 
cerned. But I can't imagine 
(White House officials) are 
not going to fight this and 
get it over with,” said Bar- 
bara Burrell, a University 
of Wisconsin researcher 
who has just finished the 
draft of a book about Mrs! 
Clinton. 

Mrs. Clinton's spokes- 
woman, Lisa Caputo, said 
she would be “readily ac- 
cessible" to reporters dur- 
ing her tour of U.S. cities 
starting next week to publi- 
cise her new book, "it takes 
a village and other lessons 
children teach us." 

Mrs. Clinton told News- 
week Magazine last week 
she had no memory of 
asking that travel office 
staffers be fired and that 
her work for Madison 
Guaranty was minimal. 

Both matters continue to 
be investigated by Con- 
gress. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


A growing share, 49 per 
cent, said the Whitewater 
matter — a series of charges 
that the Clintons misused 
their public positions for 
personal gam before he be- 
came president — was an 
important issue, up from 40 
per cent in March 1994. 

The survey was carried 
out Tuesday, as the presi- 
dent was defending his 
wife. It found that 46 per 
cent of those questions 
approved of the way Mrs. 
Clinton was handling her 
job as first lady, down from 


Clinton was the driving 
force in the controversial 
1993 purge of White House 
travel office staff — a 
charge she has denied. 

“Blizzard of lies,” trum- 
peted the headline on Mon- 
day above a column written 
by William Safire of the 
New York Times, in which 
he reviewed allegations 
against Mrs. Ginton and 
concluded she was a “con- 
genital liar.” 

The White House said if 
Mr. Ginton were not presi- 
dent he would like to punch 


Bahraini gathering dispersed 


(Continued 

he prayers when the youths 
ried lo gather inside. 

The youths, some covering 
heir faces because of the 
ear-gas, were earlier seen 
unning in the streets chasing 
’Oiice vehicles and chanting 
God is greatest. ” 

At Sadiq mosque in nerby 
)uraz village, about 10 
•ilometres west of Manama. 
> Shi'ite opposition cleric cal- 
ed in a Friday sermon 
tended by thousands of 
worshippers for the restora- 
ion of an elected parliament 
nd the release of detainees 
ield in a crackdown on anti- 
.ovemment protests. 

The worshippers later dis- 
persed peacefully and there 
was no visible heavy police 
'tesence in the area at the 
ime. ' 

"Sheikh Mohammad A1 
layyash has been detained." 
«heikh Abdul Amir A1 Jamri 
the prayer gathering. 
What crime has he commit- 
fri? Is discussing constitu- 
lonal demands a" crime for 
which one detains another?" 
"We call for the release of 
■heikh Rayyash and all inno- 
ent detainees," demanded 
he opposition leader. 


from page 1) 

Dissiucnis had charged 
that police used rubber bul- 
lets and tear-gas and locked 
some mosques to prevent 
worshippers from hearing 
Sheikh Jamri's sermons ear- 
lier this month. 

The exiled Bahrain Free- 
dom Movement had charged 
that Sheikh Rayyash was 
arrested after delivering a 
sermon condemning the 
security clampdown. 

Bahrain insists that mos- 
ques should only be used for 
prayer and not for airing poli- 
tical views, a measure also 
enforced in several other 
Arab slates. 

Bahrain, a strategic U.S. 
ally and the Gulfs main 
financial centre, had vowed 
to safeguard the country's 
stability since anti- 
govemment unrest flared up 
in 'December, 1994 among 
some of the island's Shiite 
majority. 

The government has since 
released many detainees and 
said it would develop its con- 
sultative council to take into 
account wider representa- 
tion. Opposition demands in- 
clude rhe restoration of a 
parliament dissolved in 1975. 


In his nearby village of 
Bani Jamra, the 57-year-old 
Sheikh Jamri, who studied ar 
the Shiite holy city of Najaf. 
Iraq, demanded a "western- 
style" elected parliament. 

"No matter whether they 
are Shiite. Sunni or A1 khali- 
fa.” he said in reference to 
Bahrain's ruling Al Khalifa 
family which belongs to the 
Sunni branch of Islam. 

Diplomats said Bahrain 
does not have a policy of 
sealing off Shiite mosques. 
They also cite the freedom to 
practise other religions, in- 
cluding Christianty and even 
the Baha’i faith, seen in many 
Muslim states as a deviant 
sect and banned. 

They say authorities have 
used robber bullets and tear- 
gas generally with restraint. 
But at least 13 civilians and 
three policemen have still 
been killed in over a year of 
unrest. 

One diplomat said the gov- 
ernment wants to set the pace 
in talks with the opposition 
and he does not see any 
unrest spiralling out of con- 
trol. "They want to do it slow 
and at their own pace. But if 
they are forced into any con- 
frontation they will win." he 
said. 


Monitors 

criticise 

campaign 

(Continued from page I) 

radio station on Friday began 
broadcasting recorded mes- 
sages by the more than 650 
candidates competing for 
seats on the council. 

“I think the biggest prob- 
lem with this election cam- 
paign is that candidates are 
using the same slogans. 
There is nothing innovative 
or imaginative in this cam- 
paign,” said Jamil Rabah, an 
elections analyst for the Jeru- 
salem Media and Com- 
munications Centre (JMCC). 

The JMCC is a Palestinian- 
run press service which is 
reporting closely on the elec- 
tions. 

Palestinian groups accused 
Israeli authorities of restrict- 
ing the election campaign in 
the Jerusalem district, which 
is not under self-role. 

Hazem Qottaineh, spokes- 
man for the Palestinian 
domestic monitoring commit- 
tee, said Israeli police de- 
tained two campaign workers 
Thursday for putting up elec- 
tion posters in East Jeru- 
salem. 


Kurdish militia 
in Turkey flee villages 


By Aliza Marcus 
Reuter 

VAN, Turkey — Ramazan 
Duman once carried a 
Kalashnikov and was 
counted among 55,000 Kur- 
dish militiamen armed and 
paid by the Turkish govern- 
ment to protect their vil- 
lages from attacks by separ- 
atist Kurdish rebels. 

Then last summer militia 
from Mr. Duman ’s village 
of Uzundere in southeast 
Turkey — where the Kur- 
distan Workers Party 
(PKK) is battling for self- 
rule — were ordered by 
soldiers to stand guard on a 
mountain ridge. 

The PKK's attack that 
night was brutal and long. 
When the fighting stopped, 
almost half the 45 Kurdish 
guards were either dead or 
wounded. It was then the 
villagers decided to pack up 
their belongings, turn in 
their guns and move out, 
Mr. Duman said. 

Tie village guard system 
in Turkey is promoted by 
Ankara as a way for people 
in the mainly Kurdish re- 
gion to protect themselves 
from the PKK, which often 
raids the settlements for 
food and shelter and 
threatens or kills those who 
refuse. 

But a decade after its 
inception, the programme 
is under attack: by PKK 
rebels who target the militia 
and their families, by hu- 


man rights monitors who 
say villagers are forced to 
take up arms and by some 
guards themselves. 

International human 
rights monitors like the 
New York-based human 
rights watch and some Tur- 
kish political parties have 
called for an end to arming 
villagers, arguing the sys- 
tem is open to abuse. 

Kurds say security forces 
use the system to disting- 
uish between supposedly 
pro-government and pro- 
PKK Kurds, forcibly eva- 
cuating villages that do not 
join the militia. 

“When we became vil- 
lage guards they said it was 
to protect our village, be- 
cause otherwise the guerril- 
las would take food and 
•steal our children,” said 
Mr. Duman, 40, who in 
October moved to a 
makeshift refugee camp in 
the nearby city of Van. 

But that was not the way 
it turned out, he said. 

"They used us as a spe- 
cial team, taking us every- 
where with them, even 
across the border into 
northern Iraq, sending us to 
the mountains,” com- 
plained Mr. Duman, stand- 
ing among grubby children 
and women cooking pota- 
toes over open fires. 

A top Turkish official in 
the region denied village 
guards in the area were 
abused by soldiers. 

Ahmet Erturk, the Ank- 
ara appointed deputy gov- 


ernor for • 10 southeastern 
provinces under emergency 
rule, said Kurds were flock- 
ing to join the militia — 
which pays the equivalent 
of $200 a month, consi- 
dered a princely sum in the 
region. 

“Why would soldiers put 
pressure on village guards? 
This is not something sol- 
diers would do,” said Mr. 
Erturk in his office in the 
region’s main city of Diyar- 
bakir. 

He suggested the some 
guards might actually have 
been working with the 
PKK, and when this was 
discovered by soldiers a 
conflict broke out. 

But former village guards 
interviewed in three re- 
fugee sites in and around 
Van denied ties to the 
PKK, which they said often 
targeted them in the bitter 
ll-year-!ong guerrilla war 
which has claimed more 
than 18,000 lives. 

They said they also had 
trouble with Turkish secur- 
ity forces, alleging they 
were forced to take part in 
cross-border operations, 
collect firewood for soldiers 
and were subjected to ver- 
bal and physical abuse. 

“Tie PKK would kill the 
soldiers, the soldiers would 
kill them and we were in the 
middle,” said 45-year-old 
Genial Dayan, who with 
185 others moved into a 
row of empty shops in Van. 

Some Kurds have also 
blamed village guards for 


various abuses, such as^ofeb 
big in forced evacuations: 
The guards interviewed, in 
Van denied taking part in 
such acts. 

Government officials 
have blamed evacuation 
and burning of villages on 
PKK rebels or said people 
-are leaving on their own 
accord. About 2,500 settle- 
ments in the region are 
empty. 

But the village guard sys- 
tem as a test of Kurdish 
loyalties may be falling 
apart, as illustrated by 
Uzundere, a settlement of 
some 6,000 people right up 
against Turkey's border 
with Iraq. 

These Uzundere villagers 
willingly joined the militia 
in 1989, but found that as 
the PKK’s campaign grew 
stronger the military trusted 
them less. 

"The army would still say 
to us — ‘you are feeding 
them, you are Kurds’ — 
even as the mortars were 
falling on our children, said 
36-year-old Dayan. 

By this summer, almost 
all the local militia in the 
some 50 settlements abut- 
ting the Iraqi border had 
turned in their guns and 
fled their villages with their 
families, leaving the area a 
virtual no man's land. 

Those former village 
guards interviewed say they 
probably will never return 
to their homes, at least not 
while the PKK keeps up its 
fight foj independence. 


Chechens free some hostages j 


Hamas stages rally for Ayash 

(Continued from page 1) 


could be used to compensate 
the Ayash family, he said. 

Palestinian authorities 
have issued an arrest warrant 
for Hamad, an alleged Israeli 
collaborator accused of help- 
ing Israeli agents booby-trap 
the telephone. 

Hamad is the uncle of 
Hamas militant Osama 
Hamad, who owned the 
“safe-house" where Ayash 
was killed. 

The suspect, a 44-year-old 
Gaza businessman, is be- 
lieved to have fled to the 
United States the day that 
Ayash, 29, was killed -at the 
house of Beit Lahiya village 
on the self-ruled Gaza Strip. 

A similar Hamas rally was 
held on Thursday in the West 
Bank town of Nablus, where 
the movement's supportes 


vowed tu uvwiigw njaan. 
More than 100,000 people 
attended his funeral in Gaza 
City last Saturday. 

The killing was followed by 
a three-day period of mourn- 
ing, during which the cam- 
paign for Palestinian elec- 
tions was suspended. 

2 Israeli soldiers hurt 

Two Israeli soldiers were 
lightly wounded when a 
bomb exploded nere a roadb- 
lock in the Gaza Strip, the 
army said Friday. 

An army spokesman said 
the soldiers were in a jeep on 
a joint patrol with Palestinian 
police, who were not injured 
in the attack on Thursday. 
The casualties were evacu- 
ated by helicopter to hospital 
in southern Israel. 


(Continued from page 1) 
opinion toward the displaced 
persons." 

An estimated 25,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
Russia sent troops into 
Chech enya 13 months ago to 
end an independence upris- 
ing. Tens of thousands of 
people have fled to Dagestan 
and other neighbouring re- 
publics. 

Tie hostage crisis, which is 
a near repeat of a mass 
hostage-taking by Chechen 


PARIS (AFP) - French 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette will visit Lebanon 
und Syria next week for talks 
with political leaders, the 
foreign ministry said here Fri- 
day. On the three*duy visit 
starting Jan. 16. Mr. 
Charette will meet his 


guerrillas in the southern ! 
Russian town of Budennovsk] 
seven months ago, comes as a- 
severe embarrassment for! 
President Boris Yeltsin, who.' 
is expected to run for reelec-; 
tiOn in June. 

In the Budennovsk crisis,; 
the guerrillas were able to] 
negotiate a safe passage' 
home and force the Russians! 
to the peace table in; 
Chechenya, although the- 
talks have since collapsed ; 
amid continued fighting. ; 


Lebanese counterpart Farez 
Bouez in Beirut along with! 
Prime Minister Rafik al 
Hariri. In Damascus he will 
hold talks with Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk A! Shar- 
aa and Vice President 
Muhammad Zuhair Mashar- 
iqa. 


De Charette to visit Lebanon and Syria ' 




Jordan lowers trade barriers 


By Suleiman A! Khali di 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan has lo- 
wered trade barriers and 
plans to negotiate free trade 
accords with Arab states and 
the European Union (EU) by 
2010 . a trade official said 
Thursday. 

Mohammad Smadi.- secret- 
ary general of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, said im- 
ports now faring 70 per cent 
customs and tax charges 
would face 50 per cent 
charges. Imports with a 60 
per Vent customs and tax 
charges were reduced to 40 
per cent. 

Jordan has reduced its 
average weighted customs 
rate to 17 per cent from 38, 
per cent over the last two 
years. 

Negotiations on Jordan's 
application to join the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 


originally made to its prede- 
cessor GATT, were expected 
to start in March. 

Jordan also would hold 
talks with Egypt this month 
on a free trade accord that 
could more than double the 
present two-way annual trade 
of £51 million. Dr. Smadi 
told Reuters. 

He said an Egyptian de- 
legation would arrive to dis- 
cuss the free trade accord, 
the first proposed with an 
Arab slate, which could pave 
the way for joint ventures 
aimed at EU markets. 

Jordan is advocating free 
trade with Arab states to 
increase regional trade, phas- 
ing out protocol accords that ■ 
restricted tariff exemptions to 
a bilaterally negotiated list of 
goods, he said. 

It ended protocol trade 
with Bahrain and Tunisia at 
the end of 1995. 


“Unfortunately intra-Arab 
trade is being hampered in 
the guise of bilateral pro- 
tocols that are restrictive by 
nature to a number of pro- 
ducts,” Dr. Smadi said. 

Jordanian exports, includ- 
ing reexports to nearby mar- 
kets, are expected to reach a 
record SI. 730 billion in 1995 
against SI. 424 billion in 1994. 
preliminary official figures 
show. 

“There is no longer any 
role for protectionist coun- 
tries... so that Arab countries 
can have a role they must be 
part of the world economy,” 
Dr. Smadi said. 

Dr. Smadi said liberalising 
Arab trade, especially among 
states currently seeking EU 
partnership accords would 
help improve terms of access 
to European markets. 

“Trade liberalisation be- 
tween Arab countries will 


help us in our negotiations 
with the EU... if we are to 
open with Europe, it is a 
priority we first open up with 
each other," he pointed out. 

Dr. Smadi said Jordan had 
concluded three successful 
rounds of talks with the EU 
over a partnership accord. It 
was expected to reach an 
accord in mid-1997 to start 
January 1998 with the goal of 
free trade by 2010 . 

Dr. Smadi said trade with 
Israel, based on a preferen- 
tial trade accord signed last 
October, will officially begin 
next month. The mechanism 
allows the first trade between 
the two states since their 1994. 
peace treaty. 

He forecast trade would 
gradually move beyond the 
exchange of goods to setting 
up joint ventures producing 
for trade blocs such as NAF- 
TA and EFT A where Israel 
has preferential entry. 


Economist blames 
Sudan’s isolation 
for economic woes 


Turkish trade with Iraq booms 


BAGHDAD (R) — Truck 
traffic between Iraq and Tur- 
key is booming again despite 
the Gulf war sanctions, with 
about 1.000 vehicles crossing 
the border daily. Baghdad- 
based diplomats say. 

They said Iraq, barred 
from most trade channels be- 
cause of the sanctions im- 
posed on it for its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, had started 
luring Turkish traders to 
avoid being cut off entirely if 
Jordan decided to close its 
border. 

The once-close political 
ties between Amman and 
Baghdad are at their lowest 
ebb. Relations soured when 
Jordan • provided shelter to 
two key Iraqi government de- 
fectors. 

“Iraq is trying to leave 
more than one door open. 
The brisk trade with Turkey 
falls within this policy,” said 
one diplomat. 

Ke said Iraqi traders, we- 
ary of delays, intensive sear- 
ches and tightening of con- 
trols on the Jordanian side of 
the border, now find it is 
easier for them to do business 


with Turkey. 

“Business-conscious Tur- 
kish traders would like to 
snatch the opportunity,” 
another diplomat said. 

improved security in 
northern Iraq, under Kurdish 
tebel control, also has helped 
boost trade. The diplomats 
said rival Kurdish factions 
had stopped fighting each 
other and militias of the Kur- 
dish warlord Massoud Barza- 
ni seem to have curbed Tur- 
kish Kurd guerrillas in terri- 
tory under their control. 

One diplomat' said Iraq, 
which under the U.N.- 
imposed sanctions is barred 
from selling its oil on world 
markets, was getting most of 
its sugar and flour supplies 
from Turkey. The Turkish 
truckers also brought in de- 
tergents. sweets, fruit, veget- 
ables, tyres, batteries and 
spare parts, he said. 

“Iraq needs at least 
300,000 tonnes of sugar 
annually at today’s limited 
demand due to sanctions,” he 
said. 

The trade was mostly done 
through Kurdish middlemen 


as the trucks have to pass 
through territory held by 
Barzani’s Kurdish rebels. 
The Kurds, the diplomat 
said, tax each transiting 
track. 

“It is no longer diesel-for- 
food-trade. Iraqi traders pay 
the Turks in dollars,” a diplo- 
mat said. 

He said Turkish drivers 
cashed in on cheap Iraqi 
diesel, a litre (.26 gallons) of 
which they bought at 0.03 of 
a dinar, a fraction of a U.S. 
cent. 

He said the Turks sold 
their diesel on the open mar- 
ket in the southeastern re- 
gion. inhabited mainly by a 
restive Kurdish minority. 

Vendors roam the streets 
of Baghdad with carts full of 
Turkish apples and garlic. A 
kilogramme of garlic costs 
4,000 dinars, almost equiva- 
lent to the monthly salary of 
an Iraqi civil servant. Apples 
cost 2,000 dinars a kilogram- 
me. 

Traders in Baghdad's 
Shourja. Iraq's commercial 
hub. said the flow of goods 
and latest anti-inflationary 


GCC industrial investment put at $57b 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have 
pumped around $57 billion to 
expand their industrial sector 
in .aj drive to ;lessen reliance 
on., unpredictable oil earn- 
ings. 

The funds were invested in 
nearly 6,000 factories and this 
boosted the gross domestic 
product in the non-oil sector 
to around S18 billion in 1993 
from $11 billion in 1988. the 
Doha-based Gulf Organisa- 
tion for Industrial Consulting 
(GOIC) 

Their contribution to the 
gross domestic product in the* 


six-states Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) also soared to 
nine per cent from 5.5 per 
cent. 

‘‘Following the creation of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion that replaced GATT, 
GCC states should develop 
their industrial policies to 
face changes,” GOIC Secret- 
ary General Abdul Rahman 
A1 Jaafari, said. 

He said regional countries 
should take advantage of 
their enormous oil and gas 
resources to expand their in- 
dustrial base that could cut 
their import bill and diversity 


their oil-reliant economies. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — have 
launched an industrial drive 
since their once strong econo- 
mies started to reel under the 
effects of weak oD prices in 
mid 1980s. 

But their industries have 
remained limited to light pro- 
ducts as they lack technology 
for heavy manufacture. Such 
products cover mainly build- 
ing material, clothes and tex- 
tiles, paper, foodstuff, alumi- 
nium and petrochemicals. 


THE Daily Crossword by Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 
1 Robe closer 
5 Lane 
9 Snoozes 
13 and his 
money...” 

15 Wimbledon 
champ 

16 Vicinity 

17 Devour greedily 

18 Mots' stadium 

19 Grouch 

20 David Lynch film 

22 Water carrier 

23 "Entertainment 
Tonight" name 

24 Chinese dynasty 

25 Bridal party 
27 Sch. subj. 

29 Tether 

30 Imprison 

33 On the — (not 
operating) 

35 A Gabor 

38 Diacritical mark 

39 Stumble bum 

40 "...way of a man 
with — " (Bible) 

42 In the past 

43 Talk on and on 

45 Overhauled 

46 Whimpered 

48 Oklahoma city 

49 A Siouan 
language 

51 Instrument, 
briefly 

53 The “T" in Mr. T 

57 Parrot 

58 Logo location 

61 Calendar abbr. 

62 Rival of Bjom 

63 Hilltop home 

64 Coup d’ — 

65 Uses a straw 

66 Midsection 

67 Beatty film 

68 Assemble 

69 "Disco Duck" 
performer 

DOWN 

1 Bob of "Full 
House" 

2 Previously, old 
style 

3 Wading birds 
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4 Large cask 

5 Turkish VIP. 
fi Pale 

7 TVs " — Team” 

8 Communi- 
cations device 

9 Mexican 
munchies 

10 Chiefs' home 

11 porridge 
hot...” 

12 Sword 
14 Majors 

21 Greek letter 
26 Sand trap 

28 Kind of card 

29 Longest 
sentence 

30 Airport abbr. 

31 Russian jet 

32 Dolt 

33 Groceries 

34 Sprinted 

36 Seven 

37 Do sums 

41 Mike Stivic's 
nickname 


Thursday's puzzle solved 


rannn nnnran nnnn 
mrann rann nnnn 
nmnnnRrannnnnnnn 
□nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn rann 
nnn □nnnn nnnn 
rannn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnrannnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


44 Certain doctrine 54 Strange 
47 Henhouse 55 Worker's reward 


resting spots 

48 Splitting tool 

49 Hold back 

50 Sharp 

51 Stalk 

52 "This is only — ” 


56 Dramatist 
Clifford 

59 Nobelist 
Wiesel 

60 Untested, a*s 
talent 


measures by the government 
had helped to stabilise prices 
and check a precipitous de- 
cline in the value of the dinar, 
hovering at 2,880 to the dol- 
lar. 

Diplomats said the trade 
was of benefit both to Iraqi 
Kurds and to Ankara which 
says the prolonged sanctions 
on Iraq have crippled the 
economy of its southeastern 
region. 

They said the U.S. and its 
allies, policing a no-fly zone 
over northern Iraq from air- 
bases in Turkey to protect 
rebel Iraqi Kurds, were 
bound to turn a blind eye on 
the mushrooming trade. 

Turkey was a key ally of 
the American-led military 
coalition that ejected Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Official statistics show that 
Iraq imported goods, mainly 
from Turkey’s southeast, 
worth $2 billion to $2.5 bil- 
lion yearly before sanctions. 
Ankara also received about 
$300 million a year in transit 
fees from Iraq's oil exports 
through its territory. 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) 
— The isolation that Sudan 
has imposed on itself is to 
blame for its deepening eco- 
nomic problems more than a 
claimed siege by the West, an 
outspoken Sudanese eco- 
nomist was quoted as saying. 

Mohammad Hash i m 
Awad, a professor of econo- 
mics at the University of 
Khartoum, also said the gov- 
ernment's economic reform 
programme, backed by the 
International Monetary Fond 
(IMF), should be reconsi- 
dered because it was severely 
hurting the nation’s poor. 

The unusual criticism of 
the regime of Lieutenant- 
General Omar A1 Bashir was 
carried in the independent 
daily Akhbar A1 Youm. 

Dr. Awad said national 
policies should be rethought 
m light of "the devastating 
consequences brought about 
by the application of the 
IMF's prescription and the 
isolation Sudan has imposed 
on itself by itself." 

Lieutenant General AI 
Bashir, who came to power in 
a 1989 coup and installed an 
Islamic regime, bas been in- 
creasingly criticised by the 
West, which used to supply 
Sudan with $140 million 
annually in aid. 

All but emergency assist- 
ance has been eliminated, 
especially after the United 
States put the country on its 
list of states sponsoring ter- 
rorism in 1993. 

Lieutenant-General Al 
Bashir's government denies 
that charge and has accused 
the West of an undeclared 
“siege" against Sudan, charg- 
ing it is designed to undercut 
the country's Islamic orienta- 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I like ‘Baywatch/ It’s the only show 
where I can be absolutely sure that 
the women aren’t just men In dresses.’ 
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tion. 

“What is being said about 
an economic siege on Sudan 
is not correct at all." Dr. 
Awad countered. “Economic 
siege is what is being imposed 
on Iraq and Libya. There is 
no embargo on any state in 
dealings with the Sudan." 

Both Iraq and Libya face 
trade sanctions imposed by 
the U.N. Security Council. 

Despite the waning of aid, 
the government bas pressed 
ahead with a reform prog- 
ramme, adopted in 1990 with 
backing from the IMF, to 
free the economy. It bas re- 
moved many food subsidies, 
allowed the pound to float 
and sold off some 
government-owned com- 
panies. _ 

“ Sudan was suspended from 
the IMF m 1993 for failing to 
repay its debts, but the coun- 
try pledged to stand by its 
commitment to modernise 
the economy. It avoided ex- 
pulsion by beginning in Janu- 
ary 1995 to repay its arrears. 

Sudan, impoverished by its 
12 -year civil war in the south, 
suffers high inflation, a de- 
predating currency and low 
wages. 

Consumer prices rose at 
least 80 per cent last year, 
while the Sudanese pound 
has been falling steadily 
against the dollar to a current 
rate of about 870 pounds. 

Salaries for government 
workers were raised to 15,000 
pounds ($17) a month on Jan. 
1 from 9,000 pounds ($10). 
The workers’ federation bad 
been demanding a minimum 
monthly salary of 30,000 
pounds ($35), saying it would 
barely cover a worker's food 
and other necessities. 


Higher oil price 
reforms boost ‘ 

Omani economy 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — of 1995 and the trend { 

Higher oil prices and reforms tinned through the year 
sharply boosted Oman’s eco- His figures showed ’ 
iiomy in the first half of 1995. mining sector jumped by* 
The gross domestic pn* percent and the oil reft 
duct (GDP) surged by 

around 12.7 per cent to 2.46 Growtt in water and dec, 
billion Oman riyals ($6.4 bit- 2^°°? J , 8 ’ 5 ^ 

Bon) in the first half of 1995 trade a t. 3.7 per cent wi 
from nearly 2.18 billion riyals construction fen by 112 
($5.66 billion) in the first half ccnl - 
of 1994, said Mahmoud Al Most sources of offer 
Jarwani, director of the Mus- venues also improved in 
cat Stock Exchange. first 10 months of 1995 _ 

"The non-oil sector alone those from gas growiiw L 
jumped* by 20.9 per cent be- per cent, customs by S,{ 
cause of government mea- cent, the recentiy-introdn 
sures to restructure the eco- corporate taxes by 
nomy and rely more on the cent and other revenues' 
private sector. Other sectors 4.3 per cent, Mr. 
grew by more than eight per said, 
cent,” he told AFP by tele- He added that the reti 
phone. form investment dropped 

“Our projections from 18.5 per cent. 
such indicators are that the _ . 

GDP will grow by more than Spending rose by ana 
three per cent in 1995 com- 
pared with less than two per 

cent in 1994,” he said. “"g 0 

Oman relies heavily on oil its projected level 

exports and a decline in crude Pt * ' 

prices have hurt its economy . 9 “*" _“ad for ecast 
^prompted it to carry out 

Its oil revenues in the first 

10 months of 1995 increased *J60 ^ 

by around 8.3 per cent as 

prices rose by more than $1 
and its production was fiponl ™ e turves, 
boosted to around 840,000 Experts said the cmmtr 
barrels per day (b/d) from financial situation would r 
750,000 b/d in 1994. prove as economic reft* 

Oil prices have averaged gain momentum and aa * 
around $17 barrel this year billion gas liquefaction pk‘ 
compared with $15.50 in with a production capacity. 
1994. Experts said the in- six million tonnes a year 
crease was due to lower mar- commissioned in 2000 . < 
ket surplus and the United Oman's reforms incto 
Nations embargo on Iraqi oil privatisations,” improve® 
supplies. of investment laws, ince 

Mr. Jarwani said most non- fives for industrial proje, 

011 sectors recorded positive and opening up the sto 
growth rates in the first half market. 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

A by Henri Arnold and Win Argtriofl 


per cent, customs by 54 
cent, the receimy-mtrodo, 
corporate taxes by lj 
cent and other revenues 
4.3 per cent, Mr. Jan? 
said. 

He added that the re* 
form investment dropped 
18.5 per cent. 

“Spending rose by ana 
3.6 per cent daring ti 
period. Yet the budget def 
declined by 20.7 per 0 
over its projected level - ; ' ‘ 
1995," he said. > / 

Oman had forecast 
budget deficit of around ft - 

million in 1995, slightly to - 1 
er than the 1994 sfaortfafl i * 
$760 million. The defidK.-- 
covered through domes / 1 ' 
borrowing and withdraw-' : 
from the reserves. 

Experts said the country " 

financial situation would 
prove as economic lefan'i.- ’. 
gam momentum and aa '' X 1 
billion gas liquefaction pb'- - ■' 
with a production capacity o- ' '■* 
six million tonnes a year r ; - • 
commissioned in 2000 . 

Oman's reforms inch 

privatisations,” improven^ 

of investment laws, ince - ■ 
fives for industrial projev— • — — - 
and opening up the sto 
market. - 1 ~ 

HOROSCOPE— — 

FORECAST FOR SATOT^ " 
DAY, JANUARY 13, 199 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfina/y words. 


NAHEN 


tlKitalMi9mnhc 

wmgtatoewd. 


ZAGUE 


DEPENX 


TRYSOF 



H OW DM ? FEU- 
AFTER A c*y 
AT THE MALL. 

^ ^ m mm — « 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as ajg- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


lXXXXj 

(Answers tomorrow) 

JwjWm: BLOAT PHOTO JUSTLY GENIUS 
Answer What the portrait phato^ 2 oher gave the 
tamity — WS BEST SHOT 


ARIES: (March 21 to Ap .T 

19) Some change you make’.T.y 

this time where another int-V . 
vidual is concerned can ttrr- 
prove conditions amend y r • 
considerably. ’ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Afcii •• - 

20) Get together fiasvoomn"^ - . 

-and later tonight with a»~- 

fidantes and make sotr. 

worthwhile new arrang-C 

merits for greater progress^ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jnr-f ■- 

21) Study your person^ ~“ :r - 
wishes which can* bring 

greater happiness at this tra^T. 

and go after them in a quRr- ’’ ' a " rr " 
but positive way. 

MOON CHILDREN: — 

22 to July 21) This is a gm.i ; ... — ~ — - 

day today for handling 01 

side and civic affairs in ^ 

efficient manner. Take — 

unnecessary risks while ■ 

the road. 1 


<&■ 



cc> 


r prrysHfi 1 

\ HASN'T A k 
MATURE MIND] 

-*70 MATCH tr 


C IIMMum 

dw r Snot>noN •tnniiawi mjm. 

me 



WHAT’LL I DO?’ 
THE BOATS TOO 


WHAT DO 
K VbU 
r WANT ME 
^ TO DO?. 


YOU COULD 
GET OUT/ 





io-«-«*sr 




LEO: (July 22 to Augi® ^ ^ 

Do that studying 

help to bring yon 

benefits later today- 1 

tile time to grow and 

your consciousness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 t 
September 22) Contact L* 
business expert who can 
you the right ideas bn 
own advancement. Be ntf yfj 
thoughtful of how you can 
successful. - T ~ 

LIBRA: (September 23 
October 22) If you l» w . ; V 
better understanding of ® 
side affairs today, you c . ' i; .. 
come to fine accord 
those you want as fel» 
associates. >. • .. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
November 21) This is an »Lj;. ^ 
day to get into activities.^ »:l 
which you have littie ” ■ 

during the busy work «*! 

Be with good friends »» 
fun activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novranljj. ■ 

22 to December 21) ft • 

today plan some enterta ; 

ment which is different m - •’ 

the usual and get mud) P*.; 
sure from it in the compafe [ ^ * 

of your loved ones. --7 

CAPRICORN: (December ■ ■ 
to January 20) Keep con 01 ' : i 

led at home and do not j ■» .*/ 
into any disagreements V 
other in your family- ; 

-charming this evening : 
wards those you meet- ! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 ; 

-February 19) This can w -n... . j 

very interesting day today I 

you provided you cdbA, 
your temper and drive 
carefully while on the Wt v ! jfc 
way. \ 1 

PISCES: (February 20 
March 20) You feel y^; c to ' l 
settle some matter wit? V 
ney only today, but this is *yv 
the case; find a better way v 


* r* 


a better way\ ijj 
i tuation w b\lhv 


handle any situation WHJ 
materialises. 

Birthsione of January: GW* 
Rose Quartz 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies 

and gold against the 

| dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Fnday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3608/18 

Canadian dollar 


1.4452/62 

Deutschemarks 


1.6194/04 

Dutch guilders 


1.1644/54 

Swiss francs 


29.70/74 

Belgian francs 

- 

4.9505/55 

French francs 


1575.8/7.3 

Italian lire 


105.40/50 

Japanese yen 


6.6100/00 

Swedish crowns 


6.3470/20 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5879/79 

Danish crowns 


1.4238/48 

Singapore dollars 


0.7448/53 

Australian dollars 


7.7317/27 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5440/50 


One ounce of gold 

$399.75/400.20 



Investors await 
entry of foreign capital 


By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Shares traded 
lower last week at the Jordan 
stock market, overwhelmed 
by a state of careful trading 
awaiting foreign entries, 
brokers said Thursday. 

The Amman Financial 
Market's (AFM) index, 
based on share prices of 60 
major companies listed in the 
market, closed at 154.3 
points, lower than last week’s 
close by 0.96 points, or losing 
0.63 per cent. 

Brokers said the market 
witnessed a fluctuating per- 
formance of losses and gains 
that does not represent the 


positive indicators and incen- 
tives introduced in the mar- 
ket towards the end of last 
year. 

The government in late 
December adopted a law en- 
couraging foreign invest- 
ments to buy on the market 
and eliminating previous reg- 
ulations. In addition to rhat, 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(GBJ) raised the credit ceil- 
ing for investors wanting to 
enter the stock market. 

The AFM weekly report 
put the volume of trading at 
JD2.204.132 (S3.148.760) 
making the total turnover 
since the beginning of the 
year at JD9.44 million (S13.5 


million) with a daily average 
volume of trading of JD1.34 
million (S2 million). 

The banks and financial 
institutions’ sector was the 
only gainer last week with its 
index closing at 185.52 
points. 0.73 points (0.4 per 
cent) higher than last week. 
The turnover in the sector 
reached JD109.3&1 
($145,615.7). 

Other indices, the report 
showed, dropped. The insur- 
ance index lost 0.35 points 
(0.27 per cent), the services 
companies index slipped 0.69 
points (0.53 per cent), and 
the industrial index dipped 
2.33 points (1.87 per cent).. 


A total of 7.54914 shares 
were traded in the past five 
days executed through 1,955 
contracts. The stocks of 65 
companies changed hands 
last week with 37 going 
down, 23 gaining and five 
unchanged. 

The services sector had the 
highest volume of trading 
with a total of JD1 260,163 
($1,800,233), followed by the 
industrial sector totalling 
JD1,051,928 ($1,502,754.3), 
and the banks and financial 
institutions for a turnover of 
JD 1,019,361 ($145,615.7) 
leaving the insurance com- 
panies trailing with a volume 
of JD12,680 ($18,114.3). 
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2.490 

2.400 

2.S50 

ZtfZ JOBMH PIPES KWUT ACTOR. ITO 

2,323 

2.400 

2.400 

2.340 

Jtt&ur PAPER * CAUZOARO FACTORIES 

780 

3. *00 

3.400 

3.909 

RAPIA ZW9USIRZE9 

2,200 

2.140 

2.1*0 

2.20* 

ME AL OMTA DEVELOPMENT t TKVgsrwzrf 

24.1*7 

7.400 

7.000 

7.520 

AKA1 AZOICUIXUH ZBSUSTRY 

22,745 

5.300 

5.300 

5.400 

LIVESTOCK 4 KML3RX 

25,774 

0.600 

0.400 

0.590 

JBAB PAPER CORVEKTXMG 4 TRADXKa 

22,445 

1.430 

4.430 

1.420 

raszrau bT.eiK. laronsty 

*,750 

1.630 

1.450 

1.44* 

ntXXOBAL OKUIG2B.XBS 

17, *44 

l.OZO 

1.020 

1.020 


10,447 

1.700 

1.700 

1.610 

dCBUMUl EOCZHOQZ. ZVSOSTRZXS 

1,474 

1.0*0 

1.090 

1.030 

■AT10BAL CABLE A VZRZ HABUTACrnRIlK 

4,432 

3.90* 

3.900 

3.400 

ARAB COTTER TOR PKARK. A CSXKXCAL6 

4,524 

1.020 

1.920 

1.740 

XAWZHBt XXVBSTX8BX > 

1,774 

1.590 

1.550 

1.540 

mlXVEftSAL HOLERK XMXUSTRZZS 

1*7,579 

3.160 

3.140 

3.250 

JDODAB ZESVSnOAL RESOURCES CO. 

44,44* 

1.990 

1.9*0 

1.940 

JCSEUUI HEW CABLE COKPAVY 

26,2*4 

1.420 

1.420 

1.409 

ELrKAX REASV HEAR XAlflirflCRnUKS CO. 

290,455 

2.220 

2.220 

2.240 

ZVn&CKAXICKAL TOBACCO a czoasurtzs 

45,94* 

1.290 

1.3*0 

1.370 

SKIOf CHEMICAL i VECATIABLS OIL ZKDOBTRX 

21,034 

1.420 

1.620 

1.5*0 


arzzVAMrcxahz. mxjrxst 
bjuoc c man mm - aasisut 
ZMOmt 407m / 49717* 

KS ACTXVZTV TOR ZU2 HSIO 0 (04/01/1**4 - 10/01/1994) 
VSEELX KOOKS 


MM nn sic 

jca&M iocioml BNoe 

sin or ooKxut 

moats rot iwmtwrc un. 

XB9052RX&L Dsvgi og ni onr use 

DEVZLOTHSJrr SUB/kOr 
THX BOOSZTC BMCC 
JOft&lir HJMtXZ SAKS 
jams otlf bus 
JOtaA* ttSANIC Bin 
uwzoo sin kr sivxsa i Xivtsamn 

BOSZSSSS 

JtKMM orvison orr i rznuicz sin 
bbzt suuc. uvzsoixsvrsxxBR tor loosna 
am *ob a nii gamrf 
ma smzac corporation /Jordan 


325,744 
14.144 
10. ■"M5 
4(021 
14,742 
21 * 
51,444 
30,022 
■7,10* 
40,149 
S, <09 
7*5 
49,544 
244.532 
39,311 
1,744 
39,210 


231.000 
4 .500 
2.750 
1.200 
2. SID 
2.3*0 
4.740 
2.040 
1.000 
3. 900 
3.090 
2.350 
3.700 
.3.210 
0.900 
5.050 
1.400 


333.900 

4.430 

3.700 

1.210 

1.U4 

2.350 

4.070 

2.000 

1.040 

3.540 
3.900 

».i*e 

3.500 

3.190 

0 . 0*0 

5.540 
1.370 


ZBDOSTRIAL SECTOR 
O 1 A I S T O f A L 

uuiul xttnrr tradzbc Acrzvrrr yo* 

n 

COWABVS 20X2 


cbsiraz. general toadijh i storage 

jdroah trace ncnxTizs 

KS&QLE EAST TOR 0KVL.5 XBASE CO. 

UA8 riM zw.co 

WXOO INVESTMENT CORF. 507 

AKAA 7000 4 MEDICAL APPLIANCES 

JBAB INVESTMENT 4 IKERMAXXQKAL TRAM 

WKD1S IMOOSTRIBS 1 XATCH/JjlBCO 

Bvnanfc es&oazss rsoosmas co.lto. 

■XTXOHA fcZXTTU 4 SUSTZCS ZKO. OO "" 

bmxu oats a miutf 
KXD PHARMA •. * 

MUM* STEEL 
n *a BKaac industries 
oonair tobacco 
1MI P l M U ft CS BtCAia 
industries Bfcmsnm 
xxdostrxal cziuuixc 
x.nxzzu Muonemn 
raw. tuunsr mpb cewimn 

BATZotm Patttnar 50» 

sioocs east axna 
roioBia aw.aao./mcco. 

0**49 TOTAL 


trading 

votes* 

JO 


105207* INDEX yvnOD 122.44 
CHABU i -1,14* 


334SMS inn 


(04/01/1*94 - 10/01/1*94) 


pbev. ares zac closing 

CLOSXMO PRICE yUCZ 

rarer 


13.950 

0.750 

0.750 

0.720 

47,603 

0.7S9 

0.750 

0.750 

311 

0.400 

0.400 

0.370 

■4.742 

1.030 

1,030 

0.990 

4,430 

0.0*0 

0.0*0 

0.470 

4,400 

0.7*9 

0.7*0 

O.770 

4,454 

0.640 

0.440 

0.640 

UO 

0,450 

0.450 

0.420 

41,915 

1.730 

1.730 ' 


• • 3,305' 

0.920 

0.920 

: 'a.*oo.'. 

520 

0.770 

0.770 ' 

-<T.750 

14,035 

0.740 

0.700 

0.710 

32,402 

0.990 

0.990 

0.940 

1,737 

0.710 

0-710 

0.710 

4, *07 

1.270 

1.270 

1.250 

873 

0.400 

0.800 

0.770 

3,559 

0.400 

0.400 

0.740 

22,494 

1.240 

1.340 

1.360 

745 

0.540 

0.549 

0.559 

5*C 

0.900 

0.900 

0.450 

771 

0.450 

0.450 

0.440 

14,476 

1.4*9 

UQO 

1.140 

10*. 644 

1.00* 

1.099 

0.940 

44456* 


DISKS SECTOR 


ABABIM SZA5 TKSORAieCE 

Jordan ro w a umuiiwgi 

DOB 0SXCB XNX&tXAIXOMAL insurance 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDAN HOTEL 4 TOURISM 

ZRBZB DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

JQBMS UKZK KZaZRAL 

ARAB ZBSSRXAZ3C0UL HOTELS 

JORDAN XKTZOni. UI79I3G UIM 

■laraotu. P CSttTOLXP SECBRZTZZS 

SEAL ESTATE INV EST ME NT 

JORDAN SMZSBMAZXOm. TRADDtO CAHlDt 

UNITED XH»U EAST ft COMMDORZ HOTEL* 

MR* IITZM . ra L INVESTMENT S 19001104 

ajuoa raivm LtviVERSxTr 

oaznsa co. for oacmaiac un trams. 

‘ OSZON ZAXD tKBVEXaPnZXT COUP, 

SERVICES SXCZOR 

A Tpton const,, m a te rial NAEcnexuRm 

THE J ORDAN CEKBBT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PX05PXATE Races, 
ns ARAB 9CSASB 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REPXSARP 
SOOSAK TURK 

nous Industries 

. nz SMOeSERXAL COMMERCIAL 4 ACRICUiaURAL 
XSZ JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
MAS PEARMACnnrXCAL JOUfUfAUTUUXMG 
JORDAN CERAM ZC U0OSZRXSC 
JORDAN D4UKT 


231.000 
4. SOD 
3.730 
1.200 
2.510 
2.3*0 
4.740 

2.040 

1.040 

3.990 

3.050 
3.350 
3.700 
3.210 
0.900 

5.050 
1.499 

1020273 

CKAMBS 


7.200 1.450 1.450 1.000 

4,190 2.900 2.400 3.740 

1,300 2.}20 2.920 2.490 

12707 XMDCX MQKSXRi 190. 2B 
OUNCE 1 -41. 24* 

142,190 1.74k 1.740 1.730 

457,472 4. 400 4.900 9.000 

4,490 1.279 1.370 1.2*0 

342 2.390 2.359 2.2*0 

31,244 5.900 5.400 5.400 

1,945 2.570 2.570 2.420 

11,994 1.779 1.770 1.700 

90,737 1.000 1.000 1.000 

2,2*5 1.140 1.240 1.1*0 

21,9*4 2.200 2.200 2.140 

344,3*6 3.340 3-240 2.990 

24,304 1.290 1.200 1.340 

104,780 2.350 2.250 2.199 

19.199 1.159 1.130 1.029 


1349537 rawer 


CRAMOX 

l -0.546 

5,400 

1.200 

1.200 

1-200 

145,003 

3.430 

3.430 

3.440 

19,320 

3.230 

2.230 

3-220 

43,592 

5.450 

3.650 

5.340 

124,54* 

10.709 

10.290 

10.130 

3,416 

7.000 

7.000 

7.150 

700 

1.4*9 

1.400 

1.400 

26,345 

3.690 

3. COO 

3.710 

41,541 

7.909 

7.900 

7.700 

29,034 

4.4*0 

4.490 

4.420 

14,294 

6.100 

6.190 

6.150 
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DAJANI 

4i r JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde^Amms^T. 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Ulhaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 



DOLLAR 




RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscmi 
Tel: 693399 


Advertisement 


FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 


&L 


A it S » B A— jAlJifl A_aJa.Vl 
lAfJA ^ jo**4j AjSjUS 

863944 - 81 6690 





81 6690 

At ~~T\crino 


for farther delaifc please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Teppanyaki 


Calf tel 


For Res. SI 2997 - S1411S 
Meccti St Daoud Center 




Cal! tel 


667171 ext. 223 




Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


* European Steaks & Chicken 
l ' Middle Eastern Grtfs ^ 

1 “ PttZB & Snacks 
' Hamburgers 
"Mazza, Salads 
'Aigefa 

Tel: 642830 

JabaJ Amman, 3rt Cttda 





One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates Fbr 
Short or Long Stay 


5tl^irci^^92672 

MAURICE AKKAVVI 
& SONS 

'Francesco 

smalto 

: Men's Wear ' 



Amra Hold Commercial Center 
Id. 86472 1 


vfcSJL 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 




Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

ShmJsanl King Abdullah Gardens 





Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic press 




Government decides to delay water 
charge hikes 

** THE MINISTRY of Water and Irrigation has decided 
to postpone until further notice raising water charges which 
was to take effect from the beginning of the year. It has 
been learnt that the issue will be reconsidered by the 
ministerial development committee because there are 
options other than those announced for raising charges on a 
number of sectors based on consumption. According to a 
memorandum, presented in November 1995 by the minis- 
ter of water and irrigation to the prime minister, the cost of 
a cubic metre of water, including maintenance and operat- 
ing expenses is SlO fils but is sold to the public at less than 
half this cost. In 1994, the total cost including administra- 
tive and general expenses as well as salaries amounted to 
JD 41.9 million. In his memorandum, the minister said 
330.000 citizens out of 500,000 subscribers would not be 
affected by higher water charges as they consume less than 
40 cubic metres each quarter (A1 Ra’i). 

Royal Jordanian to announce financial 
measures this week 

"frit ROYAL JORDANIAN is expected to announce this 
week new measures to ease its debt burden which amounts 
to about JD 540 million including interest. Royal Jordanian 
has been negotiating with the Arab banks over the past six 
months to reschedule about JD 175 million of the debt. 
Other means envisaged to ease the debt burden, generate 
liquidity, improve performance and provide profitability 
include selling part or all of some investments such as the 
Alia Gateway Hotels, the duty five shop and the sections of 
supply, engineering and maintenance to other local or 
foreign investors or entering into partnership with them (Al 
Ra’i). 

Arab Bank detects forgery; embezzler 
to face court charges 

☆☆ SECURITY OFFICIALS have caught a 10-member 
gang which embezzled $1 million from the Shtoura 
(Lebanon) branch of the Arab Bank. The head of the gang, 
a 48-year-old had started his work outside Jordan and 
applied to the Arab Bank branch in Shtoura to open an 
account in the name of Hussein Shobaki. a Jordanian 
residing in Saudi Arabia. The alleged embe 2 zler later 
requested the bank in Shtoura to transfer the balance of the 
account belonging to the real depositor (Shobaki) from the 
Zurich brand) of the Arab Bank to the branch in Lebanon 
and the alias then withdrew the amount of about $1 million. 
Reviewing the transactions between the two branches, the 
headquarter of the Arab Bank in Amman was able to 
uncover the fraud and take the gang to court. Investiga- 
tions have shown that the gang was able to enter Jordan 
through illegal means. and to forge licences and number 
plates for rent-a-car vehicles and then ship them to Syria 
where they were sold (Al Ra’i). 

Number of industries at Al Hassan 
Industrial City rises to 55 

☆☆ THE NUMBER OF licensed projects established at 
the Al Hassan Industrial City last year reached 14. which 
carried a total investment of JD 7.5 million and provided 
600 job opportunities. The projects were four chemical 
industries, one for manufacturing textile, two for proces- 
sing food, four plastic and rubber plants and three in the 
area of electrical and dvil engineering. Of these com- 
panies, seven have started actual production, while seven 
othes are under establishment. The total number of 
projects has risen to 55, investing a total of JD 50 million 
and employing 1,500 workers. Of the 55 companies, 47 are 
Jordanian, seven are Arab and one a joint Jordanian-Arab 
venture. The management of the dt/is considering buying 
500 dunums to expand the industrial complex to the east 
(Al Ra’i). 
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1st division basketball championship begins today 

Ahli confident of retaining fourth consecutive title 


By Aleen B*njoayan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Following a 
scries of postponements, 
the long-awaited First Divi- 
sion Basketball Cham- 
pionship kicks off Saturday 
with only five teams taking 
part. 

While the title might up 
for grabs at the top of the 
standings, this year's last- 
placed team will be playing 
with utter indifference 
knowing very well that the 
worst of results will not 
.affect them. The reason — 
last year's second division 
champions Al Abbasi, who 
were promoted to the first 
division, announced that 
they were pulling out of the 
championship citing lack of 
sufficient funds, and facili- 
ties to prepare the team. 

Consequently. Al Abba- 
si. the only team represent- 
ing the Govemorate of 
Zarqa. were relegated back 
to the second division 
according to Jordan Bas- 
i ketball Federation (JBF) 

! rules and therefore there 
will be no other relegated 
team this season. 

This year's comped tion 
includes: Titleholders Al 
Ahli. former champions Al 
Orthodoxi, Al Jazireh. Al 
Jalil and Ai Watani. 

With the championship 
limited to five dubs, most 
teams seem to be playing 
this year's tourney as just 
another scheduled event 
and the competition's flair 
and usual interest by fans is 
somewhat different. 

The first divison. the 
country's most prestigious 
basketball title, was first 
scheduled for November 
riting Al Ahli's participa- 
tion in the Asian Clubs 
Championship. However 
the start date was pushed 
forward again because of 
the unavailability of suffi- 
dent courts at the set dates. 
With problems lingering af- 
ter a controversial Under- 
22 between Al Ahli and Al 
Orthodoxi, the only neutral 
court was the Sports Palace 
which is used by 22 other 
sports federations. 

By - the time the JBF 
arranged matters; 1995 was 
already over and two sche- 
duled championships, the 
Under-16 and U-18 were 
also indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Most experts of the game 
concluded that the prepara- 
tions and form of partici- 
pating teams vary a lot. 
However, AJ Ahli will be 
looking for their fourth 



Al Ahli's team 
consecutive title, while AJ 
Orthodoxi will be trying to 
end their rival's short reign. 
The three other teams dti 
not seem likely to affect the 
top standings and seem 
destined to retain thejr 
standings. 

Al Ahli set to retain title 

Prior to the start of the 
competition, Al Ahli's 
assistant coach Ghaith Al 
Najjar expressed his team's 
readiness and determina- 
tion to hold on to the pre- 
stigious crown. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Najjar Fri- 
day said his team did not 
prepare based on a serious 
schedule for the first divi- 
sion as they had their minds 
set on the Arab and Asian 
competitions in the upcom- 
ing season. 

“The Hist division does 
not pose any real worry for 
■us. On the contrary it will 
be a very good chance to 
prepare for the Arab Clubs 
Championship (due to be 
held in Beirut in April),” 
Najjar said. 

“As for the first division, 
we know we can retain the 
title. We do not underesti- 
mate any team, but our 
players are more than 
ready. In fact I do not see 
any possible threat for the 
next five years at- the 
least," tie asserted. 

Although this will be the 
first time since 1992 that Al 
Ahli play without Naser 
Bushnaq, Najjar seemed 
confident his tesmVyouir- 
ger lineup was ready to 
take charge. 

"Our junior team is now 
the men’s team. They have 
been preparing for the past 
three seasons, and we have 
an abundant number of 
substitutes." 

Although Al Ahli were 
disappointed by their 


eighth place standing in the 
Arab Championship in 
Egypt, they finished fourth 
in the Asian Cubs Cham- 
.pionship in Malaysia last 
year. Their younger lineup 
was instrumental in that 
achievement and Al Ahli 
seem confident that their 
training strategy is success- 
ful and has begun to bear 
fruit. 

Najjar explained that AJ 
Ahli's training programme 
was based on long-range 
planning which would en- 
sure Al Ahli's continued 
achievements and domi- 
nance in years to come. 
“We are not preparing for 
a certain match or competi- 
tion, but I think Al Ahli 
will have a large base to 
choose its players from in 
the future.” 

Here's an analysis of parti- 
cipating teams: 

☆ Al Ahfi 

. The Ahli camp has re- 
cently had a consistent 
training schedule with a 
large number of players 
taking part. However their 
initial lineup will look very 
different for fans following 
up Al Ahli's matches 
throughout the past years. 

The team’s energetic 
playmaker Samir Murqus 
has retited and star centre 
Naser Bushnaq who helped 
the team end Al Orthodo- 
xy's decade-long reign in 
1990 is now playing in 
Qatar and is about to be 
released from . Al Ahli. 

This leaves Yousef Zagh- 
loul, Marwan Ma'touq with 
an abundant lineup of- 
younger, promising players 
who seem to have substi- 
tuted the older lineup. 
Faisal Nsour will be the 

Opening day schedule 


Jarireh-JalO 6 p.m (Sports Palace) 

Ahli-Wafani 6 p.m fAhli Court) 


playmaker and bis team-, 
mates include Ramez Ham- 
moudeh, Marwan Al 
Sa ’ eedi , Kamal Helou, 
Mohammad and Taimour 
Sham ali. and others whose 
chance now arises to prove 
themselves. 

The team is led by their 
Ukrainian coach Alexan- 
der Sasha who was in- 
strumental in altering Al 
Ahli’s style that enabled 
them to clinch the title 
away from Al Orthodoxi in 

1990 and win it again in 

1992. 1993 and 1994. Last 
year Al Ahli beat Al 
Orthodoxi 82-65 and 79-70 
to clinch the title. 

-tr Al Othodoxf 

The former champions 
who last won the title in 

1991 are on an upbeat note. 

Al Orthodoxi have been 

in a transitional phase for 
the past three years when 
many experienced older 
players quit the team while 
their younger lineup was 
not prepared to take 
charge. 

Al Orthodoxi. who had 
an undisputed reign on the 
country's basketball scene 
from 1976-1989. mainly de- 
pended on the individual 
efforts of top players espe- 
cially Murad Baraka t. 
Therefore the team lost 
ground to their all time 
rivals after Barakat lost 
form during the past three 
years and quite the team in 

1993. 

Barakat is now coaching 
the team . and seems on 
track to bring his team’s 
glory back. In matches 
against Syria’s Al Wihdeh 
last week Al Orthodoxi 
won 79-77 and 100-79 giv- 
ing a clear signal they were 
ready for competioh. 


Al Orthodoxi will be led 
by Hilal Barakat and a 
young lineup of players in- 
cludtng, Muntaser Abul 
Tayyeb, Ziyad AJ Nabulsi 
and Mudar Barakat. Fadi 
Saqqa will be leading the 
U-18 players who repre- 
sented Jordan in the World 
Championship last summer 
in their hard task alongside 
their older ream mares in 
the first divisi on. 

* Al JazirefiT 

One of the most ambitious 
teams in the country, Al 
Jazireh has in recent years 
become a strong contender 
for most of the Kingdom’s 
basketball titles. , 

However this season, Al 
Jazireh's training was not 
up to par. The ream's coach 
Imad Al Saeed last month 
resigned and emigrated to \ 
Austria and the team was 
recently handed over to 
Fadi Sabbah. 

One of Al Jazireh’s top 
stars . Naser Alawneh. who 
was recruited from Al Hus- 
sein has quit the team over 
differences with the team's 
management. Alawneh was 
instrumental in assisting 
teammates Ghaith Ennabi. 
Yousef Abu Baker, Anwar 
Haddad, Husam Lutfi and 
Ma’an Odeh. 

☆ Al Jalil 

Al Jalil had mostly main- 
tained a third place stand- 
ing that dropped to fourth 
in the past two years. 

The team has a good 
lineup of players including 
Hisham Al JSarhan. Ra’ed 
Taber. Omar abdul Majid 
but have some technical 
problems that effect the 
team’s form. They have 
therefore lost two promis- 
ing players like Nasser Bas- 
sam and others to A l 
Orthodoxi. 

* Al Watani 

Al Watani barely man- 
aged to hold on to the if 
place in the first division 
last season leaving Al Hus- 
sein and Homentmen to be 
relegated. 

Last year they were led 
by experienced 'Iraqi coach 
Mohammad Al Najjar who 
was formerly at Al Ortho- 
doxi. Najjar had high ex- 
pectations but the team was 
saved’ from relegation after 
overcoming Al Hussein. 
After Najjar quit, the 
team’s captain Ihab Safri 
took charge. Regardless of 
their form, the team can 
rest assured of the relega- 
tion possibility after A I 
Abassi withdrew prior to 
the competition and be- 
came the only team to drop 
to the second division. 


Mexico opens CONCACAF Gold Cup defence with victory 

SAN DIEGO (R) — Mexico Grenadines on Thursday. still they heard a few whistles but has suffered losses to past the midfield line. 

, opened its defence of the Mexico got two-goal games at the final whistle from fans Yugoslavia and Slovenia's A shot by Alberto Garcia 

CONCACAF Gold Cup from by Luis Garcia and not satisfied with the effort, under 23 team in recent Aspe tested St. Vincent goal- 

tournament with a 5-0 group Ricardo Pelaez and a single Such is the pressure on the months. keeper Fitz-Gerald Bramble 

■a rout of St. Vincent and the strike by Agustin Garcia, but coach of the Mexican nation- j„» ro duction drew a early, but he acrobatically 

-a ' al^BoraMUutinovic. mL ^ rea^^f an3 punched the shot away an3 

Cntiosm has been piled on ^ frQm ^ crowd, and defender Verbin Sutherland 

Mihitinovic for a run of poor anything less than a title at blocked Edson Astivia’s 

results since he took over last ^ foUow-up attempt. 


Grenadines on Thursday. 

Mexico got two-goal games 
from by Luis Garda and 
Ricardo Pelaez and a single 
strike by Agustin Garcia, but 



FOR RENT AND SALE 

For rent and sale: Apartments and villas. 
For sale: Plots of land for housing, 
commercial, industrial and agricultural 
purposes. 

Call Abu Ra'ed Tel. 816232 


ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of 
Jordan announces that the Intensive 
Course in Modern Standard Arabic for 
Speakers of other Languages will 
commence on January 28, 1996 and will 
last for 1 6 weeks. 

The program is intensive. (Classes 
are in the morning and meet 20 hours per 
week.Saturday - Wednesday). 

Those interested please call at the 
Language Centre for registration or further 
information. 

Registration begins on Saturday, 
January 21, 1996. 


still they heard a few whistles 
at the final whistle from fans 
not satisfied with the effort. 

Such is the pressure on the 
coach of the Mexican nation- 
al team. Bora Milutinovic. 

Criticism has been piled on 
Mihitinovic for a run of poor 
results since he took over last 
summer after leaving his post 
as United States national 
coach. 

Mexico has won just one of 
four matches under Milutino- 
vic, who led Mexico to the 
1986 World Cup quarterfinals 


but has suffered losses to 
Yugoslavia and Slovenia's 
under 23 team in recent 
months. 

His introduction drew a 
mixed reaction of cheers and 
jeers from the crowd, and 
anything less than a title at 
this tournament might trigger 
his dismissal. 

Mexico dominated play for 
long periods in the first half, 
pinning St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in their own half 
and rarely permitting them 


Premier League’s 17th week concludes 

Wihdat 2nd after win over Faisali 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Titleholders 
Al Wihdat Friday overcame 
former champions AI Faisa- 
li 1-0 in the most crucial 
match of the 17th week in 
the Kingdom's Premier 
League soccer competition. 

Al Wihdat's win gave 
them second place with 35 
points in the overall stand- 
ings while Al Faisali fell 
back to third with 32 points.. 

Sufian Abdullah scored 
the match's only goal de- 
lighting thousands of 
Wihdat fans who had 
crowded Amman Interna- 
tional Stadium. It was a 
cense and important match 
for both teams vying to win 
the prestigious title with 
five weeks remaining in the 
competition. 

In another match Friday. 
10th placed Sahab scored a 
stunning 1-0 win over Al 
Hussein who are now in 
sixth place after leading the 
standings throughout the 
competition's first round. 

At Salt Stadium, Al Ahli 
scored an important 2-1 win 
over Al Jalil to improve 
their overall points to 22. 
Al Jalil had led 1-0 before 
Al Ahli took control of the 
match and changed the re- 
sult to their advantage. Al 
Ahli's win will be crucial in 


keeping them out of the last 
four. 

Meanwhile. Al Ramtha 
remained in the lead after a 
5-0 win over AI Baqaa who 
are just inside the relega- 
tion zone. 

Al Jazireh scored the 
week's biggest win, 6-0 over 
last placed Al Russeifah. 

A I Qadissieh dropped 
one place to fifth after their 
1-0 loss to Kufrsoum who 
moved up to fourth and 
have delighted their fans 
and officials with their re- 
sults in only their second 
season in the first division. 

Meanwhile, officials of 
dubs in the northern part of 
the Kingdom have lodged a 
complaint with the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF). 

The petition was signed 
by officials of AI Hussein, 


Ramtha and Jalil Qubs. j 
Kufrsoum Club officials f 
attended the meeting but f 
quit halfway through the!. 

meeting. 1 

The meeting was called 
by Al Hussein after their 
1-0 defeat to Al Faisali. Al 
Hussein said that at the 
time of Al Faisafi's goal 
there was another ball in 
the stadium warranting the 
referee to stop the match, 
which he did not. 

Al Hussein lodged a com- 
plaint with the JSF and then 
called for the meeting with 
its neighbouring dubs. 

The petition dealt with 
bias by referees, income 
from match tickets as well 
as the fact the dubs were 
not represented on the JSF 
board. 


STANDINGS AFTER I7TH WEEK 
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17 
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17 

IS 
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McKey, Miller lead Pacers past Bucks 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Derrick McKey and Reggie 
Miller got the job done down 
the stretch with a game- 
ending 7-0 run that propelled 
the Indiana Pacers to a 96-88 
victory over the Milwaukee 
Bucks on Thursday. 

McKey sqored five of his 15 
points in the dosing minute 
and Miller added 24 points, 
induding the final two for the 
Pacers, who won for the 13th 
time in 17 games. 

Dale Davis had 21 points, 
11 rebounds and five blocks, 
Rik Stnits added 20 points 
and 12 rebounds and Mark 
Jackson dished out 12 assists 
for Indiana. 

Vin Baker paced the Bucks 
with 23 points and 20 re- 
bounds. 

Glenn Rotrinson, who had 
15 points, hit a basket to get 
Milwaukee within one, 89-88, 
with 83 seconds left. 

But McKey hit a pair of 
free throws 21 seconds later 
to restore Indiana's three- 
point lead and drained a 
three-pointer to give the Pac- 
ers a 94-88 edge with 26:2 
seconds remaining. 

Miller dosed the run and 
game with a pair of free 
throws with 13.8 seconds re- 
maining. 

“I think our defence won 
the game for us," Indiana 
coach Larry Brown said. 
“We defended well down the 
stretch, especially late. Der- 
rick did a great job on Robin- 
son.” 

Milwaukee led 46-40 at the 
half and took their last lead 


of the game with 6:03 left 
when Terry Cummings hit a 
bucket that made it 81-80. 

In Charlotte, Allan Hous- 
ton scored 26 points and Joe 
Dumars tallied six of his eight 
points in the final 2 Vt minutes 
as the Detroit Pistons 
escaped with a 95-93 victory 
over the Hornets. 

After Kendall Gill gave 
Charlotte an 86-85 lead with 
2:33 remaining, Dumars hit a 
three-pointer. Grant Hill 
made a jumper and Otis 
Thorpe dunked to put De- 
troit ahead, 92-86, with 63 
seconds to play. 

Gill banked in a shot with 
43 seconds left and Glen Rice 
nailed a three-pointer to 
close the deficit to 92-91 with 
13.6 seconds left. But 
Dumars then made three free 
throws in the final 12.2 
seconds to seal the win. 

“We showed a lot of poise 
here tonight,” said Dumars 
after the Pistons won for the 
eighth time in 10 games. 

In Toronto, Mookie 
Blaylock scored 21 of his 24 
points on three-pointers to 
help the Atlanta Hawks to an 
87-79 victory over the Rap- 
tors. 

Stacey Augmon added 15 
points, induding four in a 9-0 
spurt to close the game, as 
the Hawks won for the third 
time in four contests. 

Rookie Damon Stouda- 
mire had 18 points for Toron- 
to, losers of five In a row. 

The Raptors led 79-78 with 
just under two minutes left 
when Augmon sank a jumper 


from the right corner that put 
the Hawks in front to stay. 

At Golden State, Elliot Per- 
ry had 20 points and eight 
assists and Wesley Percon . 
added 18 points as the under- 
manned Phoenix Suns held 
on for a 111-106 victory over 
the Warriors to snap a four- 
game losing streak. 

A.C. Green scored 11 of 
his 17 points in the first quar- 
ter and added 10 rebounds ” 
for Phoenix, which dressed 
just eight players as Charles 
Barkley missed the game _ 
with a toenail infection and 
John “hot rod” Williams, ' 

Kevin Johnson and Stefano ' 

Rusconi were also not avail- ' 
able. 

jioe Smith had 28. points r 
and 13 rebounds and LatreU 
Sprewell added 23 points for 

Golden State, which saw its 

six-game home winning 
streak end. 

In Los Angeles, Loy.iljO' ( rj 
VAught scored 18 points and " ^ J ’ 
added 12 rebounds to propel . 
the Clippers to their fourth 
straight win, a 109-89 victory !dl 1 \ ( j 1 \ 
over the Minnesota Timber- ' ^ 

wolves. 

Lamond Murray added 17 . 

points and Malik Sealy had 
16 for Los Angeles. 

Brent Barry scored 11 of • 
his 13 points in the fourth . 
quarter as Los Angeles out- .. 
scored the T- Wolves 34-20 in 
the final period. ‘ ~ ‘ - 

Christian Laettner scored ~ 

24 points and Sam Mitchell ■ 
added 21 for Minnesota, los- 
ers of 13 of its last 15 games. . 


Cowboys brace for Packers’ attackers 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Extending Tender Announcement 

The Ministry of Education call upon interested 
companies and establishments specialised in the 
field of computers to participate in bid No 1/96 for 
establishing Information Internet In the center of the 
Ministry of Education to be linked with other 
Directorates inside the kingdom, financed through 
the Second Sector project for Educational 
Development. 

Bidders are invited to collect tender's 
documents from Furniture and Equipment Division, 
all bidders are requested to bring a valid professional 
license. 

* Last date for selling the copies of the bid 
will be February 29, 1 996. 

L ' Fees JD 500 { non-refundabte )■ 

* Closing date 1 1:00 a.m. March 14, 1996. 

* Expenses of the announcement will be paid 
by the awarded bidder. 

Head of Special 
Tenders Committee 


DALLAS (Agencies) — 
Troy Aikman draws more in- 
spiration from Iasi year’s bad 
memories than from recalling 
the joyous moments of two 
Super Bowl championship 
teams. 

Entering Sunday's Nation- 
al Football League (NFL) 
semifinal matchup against 
Green Bay. the Dallas Cow- 
boys' quarterback is confi- 
dent of reaching his third 
Super Bowl in four years. 

But he is also mindful of 
the pain caused when the 
Cowboys were upended by 
San Francisco in last year's 
semifinals. 


“Since we first won the 
Super Bowl in '93. it became 
the goal every year.” Aikman 
said. “When you come up 
short of that it’s extremely 
frustrating. You spend the 
season trying to put yourself 
in position to accomplish 
that. 

“Certainly there is some 
pressure to get back to the 
Super Bowl. Most of the 
pressure is self imposed. 
We’re all still hungry. I know 
what it's like to be one game 
away and go back in the 
locker room knowing you 
didn't get it done. Tf we lose 
Sunday, it will be a huge 


A LEADING COMPANY DM 
ADVERTISING IS LOOKING FOR 
A PART TIME SECRETARY 



CINEMA TEL- 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 
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Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

Goldeneye 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:05, 8:30, 1030 pm 

Sylvester Stallone 
in 

JUDGE DREDD 

Shews: 630.830, 10:30 

POCAHONTAS 

Shows: 12:30, 330. 5 p.m. 


disappointment." 

The Cowboys are favoured 
to reach American football’s 
January 28 title game against 
Pittsburgh or Indianapolis. 
The talent of Aikman. 
Emmitt Smith, Michael Irvin 
and Deion Sanders makes 
Dallas the team to beat. . 

“Who we are and what we 
have, we have to go out and 
prove it.” Dallas coach Barry 
Switzer said. 

The Cowboys have won 
five in a row over the Pack- 
ers. ousting Green Bay from 
the playoffs the past two 
years. 

The Packers eliminated 
reigning champion San Fran- 
cisco last week, denying the 
Cowboys a chance at revenge 
over the 49er$ team that 
ousted them a year ago. But 
that has not diminished the 
importance of a title. 

“‘People would be fooling 
themselves if they believe 
that going to the Super Bowl 
would somehow be tainted 
because we didn't get to play 
San Francisco.” Aikman 
said. “We have tremendous 


respect for Green Bay and ] 
what they have accom-^ 
plished. We’re going to have 
to play our best game of the 
season. 

“There’s a lot of motiva- . 
tion. The first season we went ; ■ ’ 
to the Super Bowl was great. • 
for us because nobody real- - 
ised how talented we were. It ■" 
shocked a lot of people in- 
cluding ourselves. 1 guess the 
innocence of it has been 
But it’s not any less exciting-". \ 
Green Bay coach Mike^ 
Holmgren has watched the 
Cowboys dominate his dob 
in recent years, averaging 422 
yards in the past five meet-,"-:: 
ings. • ' 

“Until you beat a team, 
there’s going to be that little . 
doubt in everyone's mind. 
You think you can beat 8 ... 
team but you haven’t done it* '■ ' 
We’re not cocky, but cotifi- 
dent," 

Speak for yourself, coach. 
Green Bay quarterback Brett . ( 
Favre said the Packers are 1 . 
cocky and rightfully so after 
tremendous toppling the 49ers. 
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** I' Asian Squash Championship 

Team competition 
starts today 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Having finished their singles schedule, the 
continent’s top squash players Saturday begin the team 
competition at the 8th Asian Squash Championships. 

Five Arab Countries are among the 13 teams taking pan 
in the competition underway. They represent Malaysia 
Pakistan, Palestine. Sri Lanka. Singapore, Bahrain, Hong 
Kong, India, South Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, Taiwan and 
Jordan. 

Pakistan are the seven time winners of the competition 
and seem set to retain it again despite top seed Jansher 
Khan's withdrawal from the competition Wednesday citing 
backache. 

Khan, the world champion, told the pTess he did not 
want to aggravate a possible injury and that he would be 
leaving to Britain and take a month’s rest before resuming 
his professional squash schedule. 

The men’s teams have been divided into four groups. 

In the semifinal round the group 1 winner will play the 
group 4 winner and group 2 will play group 3. 


past 


Group 1 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 

Bahrain 

Group 2 

Hong Kong, Kuwait. Leba- 
non 

Group 3 

Malaysia, Jordan, South 

Korea 

Group 4 

India, Singapore, Chinese 
Taipei, Palestine 
The women's teams were 
divided into two groups: 
Group 1 

Malaysia, India, Sri Lanka 
Group 2 

k Hong Kong, Singapore, S. 
Korea, Lebanon 

Championship record 

☆Pakistan 1981 

(13 countries-Jordan 

finished eighth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: India* 

3rd: Singapore 

☆ Jordan 1984 

(7 countries-Jordan 
finished fifth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: Malaysia 
☆Malaysia 1986 
(12 countries-Jordan 
. finished fifth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: India 

☆ Kuwait 1988 

(13 countries-Jordan 
finished fourth) 
lit: Pakistan 
,n 2iid*'‘Singapore 


3rd: Malaysia 

☆ India 1990 

(11 countries-Jordan 
finished seventh) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: India 

☆ Pakistan 1992 

(7 countries-Jordan did not 
take part) 

1st: Pakistan 

2nd: Hong Kong 

3rd: Malaysia 

* Malaysia 1994 

(16 countries-Jordan 

finished seventh) 

1st: -Pakistan 
2nd: Malaysia 
3rd: Hong Kong 

Saturday’s schedule 

☆ Men’s matches (9:30 
a.m.J 

Pakistan-Bahrain 
Hong Kong-Lebanon 
India-Palestine 
Malaysia-S. Korea 
Si ngapore-T aipei 

☆ Evening schedule (5:30 
p.m.) 

Pakistan -Sri Lanka 
Hong Kong-Kuwait 
Malaysia-Jordan 
India-Taipei 
Singapore-Palestine 

☆ Women's matches (12 
p.m 

Hong-Kong-Singapore 

MaJaysia-India 

.* Evening schedule (7 

-m.).. 

alaysia-Sri Lanka 
Hong Kong-Lebanon 


ft 


ill l 


ken 


Leong, Gul win 
Asian singles titles 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Malaysia’s 14-year-old Leong Siulynn 
Friday upset reigning champion Meesha Jhangir of 
India 3/1 in the final match of the women’s singles 
competition at the 8th Asian Squash Championships. 

In a later match which ended late Friday evening 
Pakistan's Mirzaman Gul won the men's singles title 
after overcoming Hong Kong's Abdul Faheem Khan 
3/2. 

Pakistan's Zarak Khan had finished third and 
India’s Arjun Singh fourth. 

In earlier matches, Malaysia’s Kenneth Low took 
fifth place after defeating Jordan’s Mohammad 
Saeed who finished sixth. Jordan's Yazeed Adas had 
finished 10th, Hamed Saeed 13th and Wael Tabalat 
15th. 

World champion Jansher Khan came in eighth 
after pulling out Wednesday with backache. Team- 
mate Zubair Khan, who seemed to have been injured 
in his match against teammate and brother Zarak, 
pulled out of his match against Jordan’s Mohammad 
Saeed and finished seventh. 
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East-West vulnerable. West 


WEST 

*7 

SQ 10974 32 
0 K 76 
*J.S 


NORTH 

*3 

7AKJ85 
O Q 10 9 4 3 
*KQ 

EAST 
A A J 109 4 

>56 

0852 
*9743 

SOUTH 

* EQ86S2 
S’ Void 
CAJ 

* A 10 8 62 
The tedding: 

VEST NORTH BAST SOUTH 
Pm Pus 30 
1NT Pku 4* 

«« Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Six of 0 
The usual reaction to a bad 
tamp break is blind panic. In the 
RoeenUum Team Championship at 
the reeent World Olympiad in Albu- 
querque, A Sadek of Egypt showed 
taat keeping your coo! and going 
about your business is the better 
e Pproach. 

West's hnnri is not our idea of n 
£t!nembl« weak two- bid. but per- 
haps that accounts Tor why we ore 
"Tiling while West was playing in 
v *rid championship. When the 
°ptain£ bid was followed by two 
NUuea, North was ticking his chops 


at the prospect of converting a 
reopening double to penalties (that 
would have been down three with 
accurate defense), but South chose 
to cue-bid instead, then convert 
three no trump to four spades. East, 
Chip Martel of Davis, Calif, didn't 
even consider a double — he liked 
where the opponents were and did- 
n't want to do anything that might 
nudge them to another spot. 

West's choice of a diamond away 
from the king really did little for 
declarer other than provide an 
extra entry u> the dummy when the 
queen was put up. Declarer led a 
low spade to the queen, and 
received the bad news when he con- 
tinued with a low spade and West 
showed oul 

East exited with a dub to the 
queen. The king of hearts was 
cashed for a club discard and a low 
heart was led. East discarding a 
dub as declarer ruffed. After cash- 
ing the ace of diamonds, a club to 
the king provided the entry to lead 
the ace of hearts. 

East’s godse was cooked. If he 
ruffed low, declarer would overruff 
and run dubs, losing only two more 
trump tricks. If he discarded, 
declarer would pitch another club 
and lead any red card off the table, 
railing in hand if East discarded 
again. East would have to ruff the 
ace of dubs and lead a trump from 
A J to allow declarer to score the 
king of trumps for the fulfil ling 
trick. 
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Agassi beaten in warm-up event ahead of Open 


MELBOURNE (R) — 
American world No. 2 Andre 
Agassi’s confidence was de- 
nted ahead of next week's 
Australian Open when he 
tumbled to defeat against 
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
at the Colonia Gassic Exhibi- 
tion event on Friday. 

Agassi, the number two 
seed and defending champion 
at Hinders Park for the first 
Grand Siam of the year, lost 
6-2. 2-6, 6-7 (2-7) to the 
world number six in the semi- 
finals at Kooyong in Mel- 
bourne. 

But Agassi said he was 
pleased with his preparation 
for the . Australian Open, 
where he will play a qualifier 
in the first round, starting on 
Monday. 

“I would be pleased to be 
hitting the ball as well as I did 
today at the Open next 
week.” Agassi told reporters 
later. 

“Obviously, the intensity 
level will be a lot higher for a 
Grand Slam event,” said 
Agassi, who praised Kafelni- 
kov for his performance on 
Friday. 

“Yevgeny is a threat to 
beat anyone on a good day... 
he is definitely talented 
enough to make that next 
step (winning a Grand 
Slam),'' Agassi said. 

Kafelnikov will meet 
American and world number 
five Michael Chang in Satur- 
day's final at Kooyong. 

In the match for fifth place 
in the eight-man invitational 
event. South. African Wayne 
Ferreira beat Australia's Pat 
Rafter 7-6 (7-4) 6-3. 

Swedish veteran Stefan 
Edberg. in his final match at 
Kooyong before his planned 
retirement at the end of the 
season, beat Andrea 
Gaudenzi of Italy 6-4 6-1 to 
claim seventh place. 

Agassi, who will play fel- 
low American and world 
number eight Jim Courier in 
a third place play-off on 
Saturday, was warned for 
verbal abuse during his match 
against Kafelnikov and 



Australian Open 
draw announced 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
World number-one Pete 
Sampras, seeking to work his 
way into the Australian Open 
after a virus setback, has 
drawn Australian Richard 
Fromberg in the first round 
of the year’s opening Grand 
Slam event which gets under- 
way here Monday. 

At Friday’s draw Sampras 
appeared to be given a 
tougher ride to die final than 
his great rival, Andre Agassi, 
who beat him in last year's 
final. 

Fromberg, a gritty member 
of Australia’s Davis Cup 
team but more at home on a 
clay-court, is ranked 90th and 
can be expected to give Sam- 
pras a thorough work-out. 
After that the American 
could find himself up against 
another home player in Mark 
Phihppoussis, currently rank- 

Tbe first seed to be dran in 
Sampras' portion of the draw 
is Paul Haarhuis of the 
Netherlands and that could 
be followed by an explosive 
showdown with Croatia’s 
Goran Ivanisevic in the 
quarter-finals. 

Sampras' opponent in the 
semi-final should be either 
Boris Becker or Russian 
Davis Cup player Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov. 

The 24-year-old American, 
who delayed his arrival in 
.Australia until Wednesday 
and who pulled out of the 
lead-up Colonial Gassic here ■ 
because of the virus, admit- 
‘ ted he might be vulnerable in 
the early rounds as he seeks a 
full recovery. 


Agassi, who won his third 
Grand Slam title at Flinders 
Park lat January, faces ;a 
qualifier in his opening 
match, and his first real tefct 
should come against 15tji- 
seeded AmericanTodd Mar- 
tin in the round of 16. 

Stefan Edberg, ranked 
30th in the world and on his 
farewell year on the tour, is 
unseeded for the first time in 
14 Australian Opens, while 
Australian Gilbert Schaller, 
ranked 19th, who just misses 
out on a seeding, could face 
Sampras in the third round. 

Other enticing first round 
dashes indude a match be- 
tween triple Wimbledon' 
champion Boris Becker and 
Britain's big-serving 
'Canadian-born Greg Ruseds- 
ki. 

In the women’s event, 
Monica Seles, rated by loqal 
bookmakers as a 2-1 
favourite to land her fourth 
Australian Open crown and 
stretch her unbeaten record 
which currently stands at 21- 
0, has drawn a qualifier in the 
first round — as has second- 
seeded Conchita Martinez. 

Martinez got the second 
seeding after the withdrawal 
of Stem Graf last month be- 
cause of a foot injury. 

Spain's other top hope, 
Arantxe Sanchez Vicario, 
beaten in the 1994 and 1995 
finals, is in the same half of 
the draw as Seles. 

Reigning champion Mary 
Pierce, the fourth seed from 
France, is drawn in Mar- 
tinez's half. She is up against 
Austrian Petra Schwarz. 


Defending Australian Open champion Andre 
Agassi of the U.S. looks in amazement at the 
line judge as he disputes a call during his 


match against Russia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov at 
the Kooyong Classic in Melbourne (Reuters 
photo) 


queried several line calls. 

But he said he felt no 
recurrence of the chest mus- 
cle injury that forced him to 


miss his country's Davis Cup 
final win against Russia in 
Moscow last month. 

“I am feeling 100 per cent 


at the moment. I am heal- 
thy,” said Agassi, who 
looked pleased with his first 
round draw at Flinders Park. 


Olympics more important 
than Davis Cup — Agassi 


Ivanisevic wins Sydney 
International semifinal 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
For Andre Agassi, the Olym- 
pic Games are bigger and 
more important than the 
Davis Cup. 

The charismatic world No. 
2, preparing here for next 
week's opening Grand Slam, 
the Australian Open, said the 
Davis Cup, one of the great 
: vestiges of tennis this cen- 
tury, should be played every 
second year rather than on an 
annual basis. 

Asked what his commit- 
ment would be to the United 
States’ Davis Cup team this 
year, the 25-year-old Agassi 
said he would play in the Cup 
if it was "convenient" for 
him. 

“I’m definitely going to 
approach if (Davis Cup) on a 


practical level this year, it’s 
not something I’m going to 
put at the top of the priority 
list at all,” Agassi told repor- 
ters after losing in three sets 
to Russian Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov at the Colonial Classic. 

"I cannot afford to, espe- 
cially during an Olympic 
year. I think it’s not good for 
the game, I don’t think it's 
good to have the Davis Cup 
on during an Olympic year. 

“The public has to under- 
stand where it fits, and know 
where tennis fits in during an 
Olympics, but if .it's conve- 
nient I wouldn’t be against 
playing it (Davis Cup)... I 
don’t know how convenient 
it’s going to be, it never 
seems like it is.” 

Agassi said the prestige of 


the playing in the Olympics 
every four years outweighed 
the annual appeal of the 
Davis Cup. 

"We (USA) played the fin- 
als of the Davis Cup in Mos- 
cow last month and we have 
to play again in a month... 
that’s a little different than 
playing once every four 
years. 

“You’re one of the few 
thousand athletes represent- 
ing your country. The Olym- 
pics are tire Olympics, it’s a 
gold medal and it really holds 
it own. 

"It’s trigger than the Davis 
Cup in my mind and more 
important.” 

Agassi said the Davis Cup 
should be played every other 
year and that even the know- 


ledgeable tennis fan had trou- 
ble understanding the format 
of it. 

"Regardless of bow com- 
mercial the sports have be- 
come, the Olympics are just 
the Olympics, they are one 
arena to represent your coun- 
try in the purest form... it’s 
just you going out there to try 
to win a medal for your coun- 
try. 

"At the end, when they say 
that American has won an ‘X* 
amount of gold medals and 
silver and bronze, yon feel 
good about contributing to 
that.” 

Agassi said the coincidence 
of Atlanta hosting the Olym- 
pics this year did not make 
the importance of playing in 
it for him any greater. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic won a nail-biting 
semifinal round of the Syd- 
ney International Friday, de- 
spatching . Australian Todd 
Woodbridge in a match 
which tested the patience of 
both players. 

' • Ivanisevic said he was un- 
happy wrththe way he played 
the 19 break points in the 
match, which had both play- 
ers struggling to keep their 
tempers as tension mounted 
in the opening games of the 
encounter. 

The match was eventually 
resolved 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) in a 
one hour 40 minute battle. 

Woodbridge said be was 
surprised Ivanisevic had kept 
his patience during the long 
rallies the local talent forced 
him into, commenting that 
this was a departure from the 
Croatian’s usual approach. 

Ivanisevic played the first 
few games of the match from 
the base line, despite his 
stated intention Thursday to 
play more aggressively. 

The number-one seed 
admitted that in the past he 
had no patience at all .in his 
game, but he was working on 
cooling down his demeanour, 
adding that the danger in this 
type of transition was that he 


would become too patient 
and never venture to the net 
at all. 

He said he was also work- 
ing on the consistency of his 
game, and had realised he 
had to "hit a winner every 
time, no matter what the 
score,'" instead of letting his 
game drop during less impor- 
tant points. 

Woodbridge was not im- 
mune to the pressure either,- 
reacting angrily to heckling 
from the crowd after a double 
fault, amidst surprisingly high 
support for his Croatian 
opponent from tj?e Aussie 
spectators. 

But Australia’s top-ranked 
player was philosophical ab- 
out the narrow loss, pointing 
out that achieving seven aces 
to his powerful opponent’s 
five was no mean feat. 

Ivanisevic headed for the 
practice courts straight after 
his victory, to put in some 
work on a troublesome serve. 

The number-one seed said 
he had proved critics wrong 
when they claimed his service 
game was his only strong 
point. 

"I only got five aces today 
and I still won so they can’t 
tell me I’m only serving,” be 
said. 


ARABIC TUTOR NEEDED 


I am a foreigner 
interested in learning 
classical Arabic 

If Interested please call 
846-050 


Mj OLYMPIA HOTEL 


OFFERS TO LET: 


Furnished dime Bedroom Apartments 


From 350 * JD / Month* 


In addition to the regular Serviced 
Hotel Apart ments 

From 25 * JD / Day ++ 

5th circle, Abdoun Str. lei 810150 


Includes Heating, Water, Electricity & Shared Phone. 
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A large Jordanian company has vacancy for a suitably qualified 
and experienced engineer to fill the post of a Senior Resident 
Engineer / Project Manager on the new Brine Intake contracts 
comprising the construction of a piled jetty, 2000 mm steel 
pipelines. 4.5 cubic meter / sec pumps and associated equipment. 
The candidate shall have a BSc in Civil or Mechanical Engineering 
and shall have a minimum of 1 5 years experience on major multi- 
disciplinary projects and at least 5 years in senior positions on 
such construction contracts. The candidate shall have a good 
working knowledge of international type conditions of contract, be 
fluent in both written and spoken English and have a proven 
record as administrator on major construction works. 

• All applications will be treated as confidential. 

• All applicants shall be members of the Jordan Engineers 
Association. 

• Applications to be submitted by post or by fax not later than 
January 20th, 1996 to the following address: 

The Projects Manager, 

P.O.Box 1470, 

Amman 11118, 

Jordan. 

Fax: 03 377 130 - for the attention of the Projects Manager. 


A 




Russia to work 'hand in 
glove' with U.S. in Bosnia 


TUZLA, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
The first Russian troops to 
serve in the NATO-led peace 
enforcement mission in Bos- 
nia flew into the U.S. airbase 
in the northern city of Tuzla 
Friday with their general 
saying they were ready to 
work “hand in glove" with 
the Americans. 

General Nikolai Staskov, 
the deputy commander of 
Russia's airborne forces, was 
on the first Russian plane to 
touch down at 9:55 a.m. 
(0855 GMT). 

Gen. Staskov. and the 
commander of the Russian 
brigade. Colonel Alexander 
Lentsov. were warmly 
greeted on the apron by the 
commander of the peace im- 
plementation force in the 
U.S. -controlled sector. Gen. 
William Nash. 

“It’s a great thing for the 
deployment, a great thing for 
the United States and a great 
thing for Russia," Gen. Nash 
said as he greeted them. 

Gen. Nash, clasping the 
big Russians around the 
shoulders, told reporters 
Gen. Staskov “is here to en- 
sure a steady deployment. 
He's got a very important 
job." 

Turning to the imposing 
Lentsov, he said: “This is the 
fellow I'm most happy to 
see." explaining that the two 
would be working very close- 
ly together in what is poten- 
tially the first joint combat 
mission by troops from the 
former cold war enemies 
since World War II. 


About 100 airborne troops 
landed in the first two planes, 
an Llyushin-72 and an 
Antonov-22, and immediate- 
ly began unloading trucks 
laden with communications 
equipment, which oould poss- 
ibly be more important for 
the joint mission than 
weapons. 

A U.S. team of nine 
Russian-speaking special 
forces' troops flew into Tuzla 
from Colorado last Monday 
to ease communications with 
the Russians. 

NATO chief Javier Solana 
meanwhile, started meetings 
with Bosnian and rebel Serb 
leaders ahead of a high- 
profile first visit to the region 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

In Geneva, U.N. human 
rights rapporteur Elizabeth 
Rehn said she intended to 
visit suspected mass burial 
sites in Serb-held areas of 
Bosnia by the end of the 
month. 

Mr. Solana. the NATO 
secretary general since re- 
placing Willy Claes in De- 
cember, arrived in Sarajevo 
for meetings with the Bos- 
nian leadership. 

He was later to hold talks 
with Bosnian Serb assembly 
President Momcilo Krajisnik 
at Lukavica, outside 
Sarajevo, in a Serb army base 
bombed by NATO jets last 
year. 

A Western diplomatic 
source said meanwhile that 
the Bosnian Serb leadership 
had softened its stance on its 
threat to order a mass exodus 


of up to 70,000 Serbs from 
the Seib-held areaf around 
Sarajevo which are due to 
return to the Bosnian govern- 
ment in March. 

Bosnia's Krajisnik 
appeared to show a “change 
of attitude" in a meeting with 
the High Representative Carl 
Bildt Thursday, the source 
said. 

The visit of Mr. Ginton to 
the U.S. troops headquarters 
in Tuzla, and to U.S. staging 
posts in Croatia. Italy, Hun- 
gary, will include meetings 
with the Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic and his 
Croatian counterpan Franjo 
Tudjman. 

Mr. Ginton was expected 
to stress the importance of 
making progress in calming 
tension in the country and 
pressing ahead with political 
normalisation after nearly 
four years of war. 

In Sarajevo, President 
Izetbegovic meanwhile, 
announced that his govern- 
ment would soon hold high- 
level diplomatic contacts with 
Belgrade. 

Bosnia and the rump 
Yugoslavia — Serbia and 
Montenegro — officially rec- 
ognised each other as sepa- 
rate states in a deal struck on 
the sidelines of the signing of 
the Bosnian treaty in Paris 
last month. 

Serbian Foreign Minister 
Milan Milutinovic will visit 
Sarajevo “very soon" or Bos- 
nian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacirbey will 
visit Belgrade,” Mr. Izetbe- 
govic said. 


Yilmaz 

under 

Islamist 

pressure 

ANKARA (AFP) — Necme- 
tin Erbakan, leader of the 
Islamic party which won elec- 
tions last month, has turned 
the pressure on a leading 
conservative politician to join 
him in forming a new Turkish 
government ahead of crucial 
talks. 

But the charm offensive 
has left Mesut Yilmaz with a 
difficult choice that could 
split his party between the lay 
and Islamic factions. 

Analysts warned Mr. Yil- 
maz that he should reject the 
advances of the Islamic party 
at a meeting scheduled for 
Saturday with Mr. Erbakan. 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demire] appointed the 
Welfare Party (Refah) leader 
prime minister-designate, af- 
ter his party became the 
largest in parliament, but. 
with only 158 seats out of the 
550 in the assembly, short of 
the 276 needed for an abso- 
lute majority. 

Mr. Yilmaz. whose party 
has 152 scats, is the only 
leader of Turkey's traditional 
parties who has not ruled out 
a coalition with Mr. Erbakan. 

His only precondition for 
talks is that the Welfare Party 
( Rehafl should apologise for 
its “defamation" of Mr. Yil- 
maz's Motherland Party dur- 
ing the electoral campaign. 

Religious elements in his 
Motherland Party, including 
several deputies who are 
members of Islamic sects, are 
clamouring for an alliance 
with the Refah. 

From the opposite camp, 
some 40 other deputies have 
warned that they will leave 
the party if Mr. Yilmaz unites 
with Mr. Erbakan. 

Analysts have said Mr. Yil- 
maz would have more to lose 
than to gain if he launched 
himself into an alliance with 
the Islamic pans. 

“if Mr. Yilmaz acts with 
common sense and under- 
stands what Turkey expects, 
he will say no' to Refah." an 
editorial in the daily news- 
paper Sabah said. 

“If he says ’yes.* his party 
may well disintegrate." he 
warned. 

Another commentator 
wrote that, in teaming up 
with Refah. Mr. Yilmaz 
could, in the shon-term. win 
the post of deputy prime 
minsitcr and perhaps a signi- 
ficant ministerial portfolio, 
such as foreign affairs. 
However, he would alienate 
a large percentage of the 
electorate. 

For the long-term, he con- 
tinued. Mr. Yilmaz should 
“abandon his great scheme to 
be the leader of the tradition- 
al Turkish right." 

As the proud successor to 
Turkish President Turgut 
OzaL who founded the 
Motherland Party and helped 
to bring about Turkey's eco- 
nomic boom in the 1980s. 
Mr. Yilmaz is ambitious to 
unite Turkey's political right. 


Primakov: Russian 
interests a priority 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia’s new foreign minister. 
Yevgeny Primakov, who 
formerly beaded the foreign 
intelligence service, pledged 
Friday to boost the ministry’s 
efforts to protect Russian 
national interests. 

Mr. Primakov, who was 
appointed Tuesday, told re- 
porters that the foreign 
ministry should also aim for 
further economic integration 
with former Soviet republics. 

"I see my appointment as 
the need to strengthen the 
foreign ministry's efforts to 
protect Russia's national in- 
terests,” Mr. Primakov said. 

He said the sovereignty of 
the 15 former Soviet repub- 
lics, 12 of which are in the 
Commonwelath of Indepen- 
dent States, “cannot negate 
the need for economic in- 
tegration." 

He called foi “strengthen- 
ing the centralising trends in 
the former Soviet Union.” 

Mr. Primakov, 66, who 
had headed the foreign in- 
telligence service (SVR) 
since October 1991, was 
appointed as the successor to 
Dovish Foreign Minister 


Andrei Kozyrev who res- 
igned a week ago after five 
years in office. 

Despite President Boris 
Yeltsin’s assertion that fore- 
ign policy would not change 
under Mr. Primakov, the 
appointment has already 
been viewed as a change of 
direction following the gener- 
ally pro-Western line pursued 
by Mr. Kozyrev. 

Mr. Primakov said Friday 
Russia “was and remains a 
great world power and its 
(foreign) policy must con- 
form to that status." 

Referring to relations with 
the West, he called for 
“partnership ties with former, 
enemieson condition that the 
partnership is equal and 
mutually advantageous." 

“We won the cold war 
together and in that war there 
were no winners and no los- 
ers,” he said. 

He also stressed the need 
to “develop ties between 
states to prevent the spread 
of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion." 

He voiced confidence that 
bis policy guidelines would be 
supported by the Duma. 


Identity of ex-Shin Bet 
chief unveiled in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — The name 
is Gillon. Karmi Giilon. the 
Israeli security chief whose 
agency failed to protect 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin from an assassin. 

Breaking a bond of secur- 
ity. the Israeli media on Fri- 
day unmasked the outgoing 
chief of Israel's Shin Bet in- 
ternal security agency, pre- 
viously known only by a Heb- 
rew initial "Kaf." a day after 
his name appeared in the 
Washington Post. 

It was a final indignity be- 
fore Mr. Gillon. who ten- 
dered his resignation this 
week over the Shin Bet's 
failure to shield Mr. Rabin 
from assassination by a Jew- 
ish extremist, leaves the 
agency he headed for only 10 
months. 

As a rule, military censors 
forbid reporters — local and 
foreign — in Israel from dis- 
closing the name of a Shin 
Bet chief and ban newspapers 
and television stations from 
showing his picture. 

The Washington Post’s 
Jerusalem correspondent 
named Gillon in a report on 
Thursday. The Israeli media 
then followed suit under a 
long-established procedure of 
reporting a state secret once 
it is spilled in the foreign 
press. 

It was not much of a secret, 
anyway. 

"Children know (his 
name). America knows it and 
now the citizens of Israel 
know." Israel Television 
news anchorman Haim \avin 
Dryly told viewers. 

Mr. Gillon s identity was 
so well-known in the Jewish 
state that his name was 
scrawled in graffiti outside 
the military censor's office 
after his appointment in 


March. 

A message on the Internet, 
the worldwide computer net- 
work. asking people to send 
congratulations to his address 

— which was listed — also 
appeared at the time, 
apparently the work of high- 
tech ultfanationalist Jews 
who viewed Mr. Gillon as an 
enemy. 

Only two days before the 
Washington Post report 
appeared, the name of Mr. 
Gillon's successor. Reserve 
Admiral Ami Ayalon. was 
carried in several Israeli 
newspapers. One editor 
argued that the Shin Bet 
could no longer exist in the 
“twilight zone." 

There has been only si- 
lence from the embattled 
office of the military censor, 
which declined comment on 
Friday about the whole 
affair. 

“The chief censor was out 
of the country and so was the 
prime minister. There was an 
ambush." crumbled retired 
Brigadier General Ephraim 
Lapid. a former chief spokes- 
man of the Israeli army. 

"I cannot point lo any 
dramatic damage being done 
but this was not exactly the 
process through which one 
changes a policy on making 
things public," he told Israel 
Radio. 

Israel s biggest-selling 
newspaper Tediorh Ahro- 
norh published two photo- 
graphs of Mr. Gillon on Fri- 
day. 

Like his identity, his image 
is still officially banned. But 
Yedioth only slightly blurred 
the photos — which" not only 
his mother would recognise 

— of the young, bespecta- 
cled. chunky chief. 



HAMAS RALLY: Activists of the hardline Hamas group, some of them masked, 
stage a demonstration in the Gaza Strip on Friday to vow revenge for Yahya Ayash, a 
Hamas bomb expert who was killed in an explosion blamed on Israel (see page one) 
(Reuter photo) 


Dutch premier arrives tomorrow 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Dutch Prime 
Minister Vwim Kok arrives 
here Sunday for talks with 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on bilateral relations 
and developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 

During his two-day visit, 
Mr. Kok also expected to be 
received by His Majesty King 
Hussein and sign a joint dec- 
laration on transportation 
and a letter of intent for an 
agreement on protecting in- 
vestments in the two coun- 
tries. Schouten. the charge d'af- 
faires at the Dutch embassy 
here, said. 

Mr. Kok, who will be 
accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Hans van Mierlo 
and representatives of the 
economic and transport 
ministries, will open the 
Dutch embassy in Amman on 
Jan. 15. 

“Holland is very interested 
in the peace process in the 


Middle East," said Mr. 
Schouten. “We believe that 
this visit will strengthen the 
relations and cooperation 
and will make our relations 
stronger in the fields of eco- 
nomy and science.’' 

Mr. Kok will visit also 
Syria, Israel and the self-rale 
areas in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. He will meet with 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. The Foreign Minsiter 
Van Mierlo will defy anti- 
Israeli ban by visiting the 
PNA headquarters in East 
Jerusalem, the Orient House, 
and meet with Palestinian 
leader Faisal Husseini, said 
Mr. Schouten. 

Hie balance of trade be- 
tween Jordan and Holland is 
in favour of the lateT by $30 
million. Between January 
and September of 1995, Hol- 
land exported foodstuffs 
worth $50 million while Jor- 
dan exported goods worth 
$20 million, most of it phos- 
phates. 

Queen Beatrix of Holland 


visited Jordan in late 1994. 

Holland has financed the 
building of Gaza port and 
extended grants to die PNA. 
It will also send observers to 
the Jan. 20 elections in Gaza 
and the West Bank for a 
self-rule council. 

The Dutch ambassador to 
Syria. Robert Meys. told 
AFP that Mr. Kok and Mr. 
Van Mierlo would discuss 
political and economic issues 
with their Syrian counter- 
parts, Mahmoud A1 Zoubi 
and Farouk Al Sharaa. 

Mr. Meys said the visit was 
evidence of “an improvement 
in relations between the 
Netherlands and the Euro- 
pean Union on one side, and 
Syria on the other." 

In 1993. the then Dutch 
^foreign minister. Pieter 
' Kooijmans. visited Damas- 
cus. while Mr. Sharaa went to 
Holland in September 1994. 
i The official Syrian news 
agency SANA said Mr. Kok's 
visit was aimed at “develop- 
ing and deepening relations 
and bilateral cooperation." 


Snow hits 
American 
east coast 
again 

WASHINGTON (R.) — The 
U-S. east coast, still strug- 
gling to claw through moun- 
tains of snow left by one of 
the worst blizzards in de- 
cades, braced for another 
assault on Friday as a fresh 
storm approached from the 
south-west, carrying snow 
and perhaps some freezing 
rain. 

The federal government 
closed down for the fourth 
day this week as more snow 
began falling on the Washing- 
ton area. 

The Office of Personnel 
Management announced the 
closure early on Friday after 
five centimetres of snow fell 
on the capital. The govern- 
ment had only just reopened 
on Thursday and was still 
digging out from last 
weekend's heavy snowfall 
that shut down its operations 
for the first three days of the 
week. 

In cities still floundering in 
up to 75 centimetres of snow 
left by last weekend's storm, 
shoppers piled into stores to 
slock up on supplies and ner- 
vous officials eyed new delays 
at airports, on roadways and 
rail lines. 

"It’s creating havoc.” a 
spokesman for Philadelphia's 
Wonderbread bakeiy said as 
area stores struggled to keep 
their shelves stocked. “Peo- 
ple panic at the mere mention 
of snow and buy bread, milk 
and eggs. It's almost like 
people don't realise tomor- 
row is coming." 

President Bill Clinton 
announced on Thursday that 
federal disaster assistance 
would flow to states hit har- 
dest by the last blizzard, 
which has been blamed for as 
many as 85 deaths stretching 
between North Carolina and 
Maine. 

In Washington, D.C., fore- 
casters predicted a new layer 
of up to 20-25 centimetres. 

In the New York area, 
weather forecasters said they 
expected the snow to start 
Friday morning, with accu- 
mulations on the coast and in 
New York City. They said a 
mixture of snow and freezing 
rain would continue into 
Saturday. 

The threat nf more snow 
came before many on the east 
coast had time to catch their 
breaths from the last storm. 

Airports which were strug- 
gling to get back on track 
after days of closures and 
delays were facing the pros- 
pect of more disruptions if 
the weather turned nastv. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Key suspect in blasts may be deported to India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's federal investigators said 
Friday they were seeking the extradition from Bahrain of a 
key suspect accused in the 1993 Bombay blasts case, the 
Press Trust of India reported. Anis Ibrahim, brother of the 
Dubai-based Dawood Ibrahim who is alleged to have 
underworld links, was arrested by Bahrain police and 
Interpol at a hotel in Bahrain on Thursday. “Although 
India and Bahrain do not have an extradition treaty, 
deportation of Anis can be sought by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI)." the CBI lawyer. S.N. Tiwari. told the 
news agency in Bombay. “The CBI is moving ahead in that 
direction." Mr. Tiwari said. More than 300 people were 
killed and over 1.000 injured in the March 12. 1993 blasts at 
the Bombay Stock Exchange. Air India headquarters and 
other prominent landmarks. The accused was being track- 
ed by the Interpol and arrested after an alert issued by 
Interpol on the request of the CBI. 

Court reduces Greek Cypriot’s sentence 

ANKARA (AFP) — A Turkish Cypriot appeal court cut a 
jail sentence on a Greek Cypriot who entered a military 
zone from nine months to 45 days on Friday, the Turkish 
Cypriot news agency TAK said. The court in the self- 
proclaimed Turkish republic of northern Cyprus ruled that 
Yannis Apostalides could be released on Jan. 19 if he also 
paid a fine of $20,000 to cover damage to equipment 
belonging to security forces. Mr. Apostalides, who was 
arrested on Nov. 16 after smashing his jeep through the 
green line separating Greek and Turkish-controlled sectors 
of Nicosia, faces five years imprisonment if he fails to pay 
the fine, the agency said. 

Velayati visits Kuwait on Monday 

KLIWAIT CITY (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati is to visit Kuwait on Monday on a two-day 
mission to discuss bilateral relations and developments in 
Iraq and other parts of the Gulf, officials said. The official 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) said Mr. Velayati would 
meet his Kuwaiti counterpart. Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah. Senior officials in Kuwait and Iran have visited each 
other's countries seveal times in the past two years. 

French deputies is to Iraq over U.N. sanctions 

PARIS (AFP) — A group of French parliamentary 
deputies to travel to Iraq later this month on a fact-finding 
mission over Baghdad’s compliance with U.N. resolutions 
imposed on it after the Gulf war. officials said Friday. The 
three-man delegation, from the foreign affairs committee 
of the National Assembly, will visit Iraq from Jan. 15-23. a 
statement said. Led by former Foreign Minister Jean- 
Bemard Raimond. the group will “examine the conditions 
of application of U.N. resolutions and take stock of the 
situation in Iraq from the political and humanitarian point 
of view." France is known to support pressure for the U.N. 
sanctions against Baghdad, which are subject to regular 
review, to be eased in view of the humanitarian burdens 
they put on the Iraqi people. It is the first such official trip 
by a delegation of French deputies, with government 
approval. 

U.S. condemns killing of Turkish businessman 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States on Thursday 
condemned the assassination of leading Turkish industrial- 
ist Ozdemir Sabanri as a cowardly terrorist act. “It’s quite 
clear it was a... cowardly terrorist act," deputy Slate 
Department spokesman Glyn Davies told reporters. He 
said the State Department had not yet received details on 
the incident from its embassy in Ankara. •“Bur it seems 
quite plain that it was an act carried out to create terror 
among those in private industry in turkey and high ranking 
government officials. “It's obviously the sort of thing we 
reject and denounce and condemn." Sabanci. 54. head of 
the automotive group of Sabanci Holding and chief 
executive of the Toyotasa car joint venture with Japan, was 
gunned down in hi’s luxury office in Istanbul by left-wing 
urban guerrillas on Tuesday. A manager and a secretary 
were also killed. 


Mitterrand 
'chose own 
time to die' 

PARIS (Agencies) — For- 
mer President Francois Mit- 
terrand, buried on Thursday 
in his hometown in southwest 
France, prepared meticulous- 
ly for his death, even choos- 
ing the day on which to die, 
friends and associates said on 

Friday. 

“A few days before his 
death, he told me, ‘now I 
have my philosophy V Ro- 
land Dumas, a close Mitter- 
rand friend and former fore- 
ign minister, told France 2 
television. 

Last Saturday, Mr. Mitter- 
rand, who had long suffered 
from prostate cancer, asked 
his personal doctor Jean- 
Pierre Tarot what would hap- 
pen if be stopped taking all 
drugs except painkillers, 
according to the French daily. 
Le Monde. 

Dr. Tarot responded that 
he would be dead within 
three days, the newspaper 
said. 

Mr. Mitterrand died on 
Monday morning, aged 79. 
He had left office eight 
months earlier after a record 
14 years as French head of 
state. 

The crusty ex-president, an 
agnostic fascinated by death 
and religion who read and 
wrote prodigiously, worked 
on his memoirs until the very 
end, his editor told the daily 
France-Soir. 

“He worked on it until his 
last day alive, and he com- 
pleted the task." the un- 
named editor at the Odile 
Jacob publishing house was 
quoted as saying. Odile Jacob 
has declined all official com- 
ment on the memoirs. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who shun- 
ned a typewriter or word 
processor in favour of an 
old-fashioned fountain pen, 
intended to work on the pro- 
ject even on the morning of 
his death, but did not feel 
well enough to do so and 
went back to sleep. France- 
Soir said, citing unnamed 
associates. He never woke 
up. 

His burial in a quiet private 
ceremony triggered a muted 
debate in France over the 
propriety of Mr. Mitterrand's 
longtime companion and 
their illegitimate daughter 
joining his family for the 
solemn burial. 

Most French newspapers 
featured large photographs of 
companion Anne Pingeot 
and Mazarine, their daughter 
bom out of wedlock in 1974, 
standing side by side with Mr. 
Mitterrand's wife Danielle 
and their two sons. 

"A family photo that only 
the French people would 
allow,” headlined the French 
daily Liberation, adding that 
such a scene would be "in- 
conceivable in the United 
Srates and scandalous on the 
other side of the (English) 
Gianne!.’’ 

The veil of discretion sur- 
rounding his dual private life, 
an open secret in die political 
establishment, was tom in 
1994 when Paris-Match 
magazine published the first 
pictures of Mazarine strolling 
with her father. 

On Saturday, having de- 
cided to stop everything but 
painkillers, Mr. Mitterrand 
isolated himself in his apart- 
ment and wrote the testa- 
ment, in particular setting out 
detailed arrangements of his 
own funeral, Le Monde said. 

“There can be a mass," it 
cited the three-page docu- 
ment as saying, referring to 
the family service held at 
Eglise Saint-Pierre in Jamac 
on Thursday, shortly before 
his burial. 

On Sunday he gave the 
document to Dr. Tarot, en- 
trusting him to give it to Mr. 
Rousselet and to his family, 
after his death. 

The document, given to 
Mr. Rousselet the following 
day, specified the arrange- 
ments for the Jamac cere- 
mony: no speeches, no 
media, and no flowers except 
two bouquets — one of roses 
and one of yellow and white 
irises. 

The requests were carried 
out to the letter at Thursday's 
simple funeral, which was 
held simultaneouslv with a 
memorial mass in Notre 
Dame cathedral in Paris 
attended by some 60 heads of 
state and government. 

Describing the final hours 
of Mr. Mitterrand's life, Le 
Monde said he woke Monday 
morning at about 7:30 a.m. 
saying he had not slept well. 
He then drifted back to sleep, 
and died peacefully a shon 
time later. 

Meanwhile Danielle Mit- 
terrand said Friday she had 
been deeply moved by the 
tributes to her husband dur- 
ing a memorial service in 
Pans. 

In a statement she thanked 
all those who paid their re- 
spects. including statesman, 
colleagues and friends. 





Clinton says legal 
battles risk 
bankruptcy 


WASHINGTON (R) _ 

President Clinton said his "V - $ 
’legal battles and those of,:--* 5 "' 
his wife have pushed them ■ ’ 
near bankruptcy, but he 
was more troubled by the • 
cost to lower-level White 
House aides forced to hire 
lawyers. "I didn’t run for 
this office for the money," 

Mr. Clinton told a White 
House news conference, 

“and I feel badly that 20 
years of our hard effort and 
savings may go away." 

Money magazine reported 
that it bad examined the 
financial affairs of the pres- 

idem, and First Lady ’’ 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
and concluded they were 
“on a collision course with 
bankruptcy". 

Police hold alleged .. 
stalker of Princess 
Anne 

LONDON (R) — Police 
detained a man they say . 
has been stalking Princess 
Anne near a church she 
was about to visit in 
Liverpool, northwest 
England. Bernard Quinn, . ■ 

53, was remanded in cus- 
tody overnight. Police said 
inquiries were continuing 
“to see whether it was 
appropriate" that he should - 
be charged. 

Family of murder 
case victim urge ’■ 
video boycott 

LOS ANGELES (R) - ; / 

The family of one of the 
victims in the O.J„ Simpson , sc . 
double murder case called " 
for a boycott of a new 7 
video in which the fanner ... 
American football star 
ridiculed the prosecution's .7 
theories about the crime of 
which he was acquitted. ^ 

The call came as the pro- • 
duction company geared 
up for a national TV adver- 
rising blitz for the video: . 

“O.J. Simpson the inter- 
view”, which will sell for 
$29.95 through mail order 
“We^are urging people not ^ ■' 
to buy this,” said Kim 
Goldman, whose brother . 

Ronald was murdered 
along with Simpson's ex- 
wife Nicole Brown ; ' 
Simpson in June 1994. 

'french TV 
presenter 
suspended 

PARIS (R) — France’s ^ 
best-known television ^-Srriair 
news' presenter was sos- 
pended from his job after 
an appeals court convicted ■•.7. 
him in a sleaze case sym- 
bolisiog easy money in ' 

French politics in the 
1980s. Private television 
station TF1 said Patrick • 7 . 
Poivre d'Arvor would be 
suspended from presenting 
its main evening news pro- . . 

gramme until March 28. 

An appeals court in the city ■ . - 

of Lyon upheld a 15-month 

suspended sentence and a 7 ■: 

200,000 Franc ($40,000) . 

fine imposed by a lower ■ _ . 
court. Mr. Poivre d’Arvor, • ■ 
one of several defendants 7 ~ - 
sentenced, was convicted ■ 
of accepting lavish gifts .. 
and Caribbean holidays ' 
from a businessman trying - .' - 
to further the career of for- . 

mer Lyon Mayor Michel ,• ■„* 

Noir. J • ••. : : 




Inventor of non- 
stick frying pan 
dies 

NICE, France (R) — Marc 
Gregoire, inventor of the 
non-stick frying pan. has '•* ; 
died in the French riviera ^7- 

town of Tourrette-sur- • “> 

Loup, aged 90, his family . • 
said. A passionate fisher- ,7... - . 
man and research engineer 7 V.. ‘ 
at France’s ■ National v 
Aeronaut! caJ Research ^ ;• v 

Office, Gregoire stumbled . 7 .. . • 
on the process for making a .■ : 

pan that did not need butter 
or cooking oil while 
searching fora way to per- '• ^ 

feet his home-made fishing V;. ; 
rods. (V-v.; 



